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in the days leading up to the election now take a look at another number here is the country headed in the 
right direction the wrong direction americans were pretty much split over that one here's an interesting figure 
though that we start to see a little bit of a story emerging 46 percent of people said that they were either 
enthusiastic or satisfied about the bush administration but look at this number 52 percent said they were 
either dissatisfied or angry so there may be a protest vote story that's starting to develop here let's take a 
look at the figures from the kerry vote and see if in fact that's true 56 percent of people who voted for john 
kerry said they were voting for the candidate but look at this number 38 said that they were registering a vote 
against president bush so the enthusiasm for the candidate is almost the same number as you know a little 
bit different here is the number of people who were not voting for john kerry but against president bush we'll 
see how this trend develops throughout the night dan thanks very much uh both camps quoted the hispanic 
vote uh where are they what uh were they big factors or not it brandy or do we know enough to say no i think 
they are big factors obviously in florida uh where the cubans are a big factor but not as big a factor as they 
have been in the past i think the cubans now are outnumbered by hispanics from the caribbean from central 
and south america and other parts but bush is winning among the president is winning among hispanics in 
florida i think we could look out west and see where hispanics are excuse me ed i want to interrupt you here 
our cbs news estimate is that you can now put missouri's 11 electoral votes in the george bush column and 
that pops him up to 196 by our cbs news projections so president bush our cbs news estimate now is that he 
when all the votes are encountered will have carried missouri remember these are our projections folks you 
make your own judgments on how accurate in the end you think they have been but with 270 needed to win 
bush with 196 is our current projection carry with 112. the big states that will decide this 
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the big states that will decide this remain what we call the three three and three the big three florida ohio and 
pennsylvania florida with 27 ohio with 20 electoral votes pennsylvania with 21. michigan with 17 wisconsin 
and minnesota with 10 each iowa with seven colorado with nine new mexico with five arizona is not yet in 


and nevada which also has five they have the polls closed as well but we do not yet know the results in those 
states that are now in white where the polls have closed but we do not yet have them in columns for either 
man are going to decide this election the polls are still open let me remind you on the west coast and also in 
alaska and hawaii so if you haven't voted go out there and be sure to vote but in missouri the republicans 
always thought that they were going to get it bob schieffer but the democrats they had it on their wish list but 
they did but about three weeks ago the kerry people pulled out basically and electoral votes for the bush 
training ticket that perhaps offset a potential loss in new hampshire the board is shrinking the states are now 
only a handful that we see is truly contested as both these candidates try to reach that 270 mark to tell you 
how carefully karl rove looks at the american political landscape he told me six months ago that hawaii would 
be in play because to quote him pacific islanders tend to vote for incumbents that's what american politics 
has come down to he knows the boating pattern and the expectation of almost every precinct in the country 
and there are those on the kerry side who read the same kinds of tea leaves and come to their own often 
very perceptive conclusions about what's likely to happen tom several times during this entire presidential 
race he had to avoid a mid-air crash between air force one and the kennedy campaign plane one would be 
landing in toledo ohio another one will be taken off they were playing this game like they were running for 
county sheriff 
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were running for county sheriff that's how much they have perfected and looked at how these voting behavior 
and turnouts occur in battleground states it's extraordinary my guess is that there will be some review of the 
electoral college and certainly of the voting procedures after what we've been through this year we'll be back 
from democracy plaza decision for his second term and i think that one of the first things he's going to do is 
reach out to the democrats and not just with a couple of cabinet appointments but with some specific plans 
for working together the way that he worked with ted kennedy on the no child left behind act that is a matter 
of huge speculation you just raised whether or not if president bush is re-elected he will win as they say 
govern more towards the center or whether he will continue as he has for these last four years to appeal 
largely to his conservative base what do you really think i really think that every president in his second term 
has wanted to have a legacy i think that means working together with the other side on national security 
issues as well as domestic issues so uh i'm confident that he'll do that talk a little bit about arizona because 
we're about to uh we're about to face the results in arizona what as you travel around the state is there one 
issue which is absolutely dominant yes there is in arizona and this may surprise you a little but probably 
won't actually immigration immigration reform is the big issue here we have terrific problems with with 
lawlessness with destruction of property with strains on our health care with 200 and some people dying in 
the desert in the last year it's it's probably the transcendent issue and the second one is water you have a 
proposition on the ballot in arizona that should anyone applying for public health benefits has to prove that 
they're a citizen how divisive has that been in the state of arizona this year it's been very divisive and by the 
way it just says public benefits which some of us are concerned that it might mean public libraries or parks or 
other public facilities uh we 
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or other public facilities uh we understand the frustration that the people of this state feel they're 
understandably frustrated but i and the other elected leaders of this state don't feel it's the right answer in 
fact we think it's very much the wrong answer a final question if i'm a senator and it's very nice to you do you 
often or ever feel used by the bush campaign this year you have not always been bosom buddies by any 
means uh peter i i support the president strongly i enjoyed campaigning with him and uh i think the 
transcendent issue of this campaign was the war on terror and i think he was best qualified that does not 
detract from the fact that iam a good friend of john Kerry's many thanks nice to see you senator mccain 
senator john mccain of arizona as he points out a good friend of john kerry's and a maybe a good friend of 
the president would be stretching it as he didn't say it perhaps i shouldn't say it but you will recall that in a 
previous year 2000 john mccain got gone over by the bush campaign in ways that were were stunning to the 
senator and he has been one of the leading lights campaigning for the president in this campaign today for 


which the president is undoubtedly grateful we're going to break for your local news in some parts of the 
country now that abc news will of course continue children should be forced to fight that one soon all right 
anderson thank you very much let's talk a little bit about what we're seeing in the united states senate uh so 
far i don't think we've seen any major surprises that said they are still very involved in their ground game we 
just heard terry mcauliffe here going out in front of the crowd the chairman of the democratic national 
committee and saying stay in those lines don't leave those lines they've still got their troops out carrie himself 
today all afternoon he was going to give it two hours of his time gave nearly four hours of his time like nearly 
45-minute 
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very possible indeed because the republican incumbent the former uh the former baseball great pitcher jim 
bunning was uh was uh had made some statements that got him in trouble and all the precincts are in now 
bunning is ahead by came as a result of a law in 2002 that was supposed to remedy some of the problems 
from 2000 saying look we want to have this as a backup so when people show up at the polls and they say i 
should be registered or i was supposed to get my absentee ballot or i know that i'm allowed to vote they 
could say all right you know what fine here's a provisional ballot but it doesn't mean that we're necessarily 
going to count it that's also the way they've dealt with some of these extremely long lines they've said you 
know for example in one county fine fill in these provisional ballots and then they can decide later if there's a 
challenge for example and someone says those should never have counted that's why this is going to 
become so important when it comes to the litigation in a sense what they've done is they've delayed the 
fights because rather than fight about whether these people are eligible now they're saying take these ballots 
vote we'll deal with the problems later and that's why it's so important uh as ben ginsberg and david boyce 
are pointing out how many of these provisional ballots come in could determine whether there's going to be a 
fight for example there's a voter in ohio who's suing saying look we ought to know how you're going to go 
about counting these provisional ballots what's going to be the standard for whether you use it or you don't 
use it saying we ought to know that at this point and of course remember there was another ruling in ohio 
earlier today a federal judge saying if you had asked for an absentee ballot you didn't get it you came in you 
still get a provisional ballot 


00:10:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exqVsam-cQ&t=600s 





get a provisional ballot chris is this simply kicking the can down the road giving provisional balance out 
absolutely i mean look it's important in the sense that it protects you from having problems you can't remedy 
but there's no question that it's just delaying possible fights if it's going to come down to these provisional 
ballots tom brokaw was talking to both presidential candidates including the president recently and they 
seem to both showed a strong sentiment they both showed a strong sentiment for fixing our system and 
finding some way of unifying and uniformizing all the voting in the country for federal elections is that 
constitutional should we do that do we have to change the constitution to do that no you wouldn't have to 
change the constitution to have a unified system now you might have some problems if there were mandates 
as to how states had to do things because generally the way we do these presidential elections is we Say it's 
up to the states but we could certainly reach an agreement where all the states say look here's how we're 
going to do it for example the winner take all system and the electoral college sure there are a couple of 
states that don't completely do it but basically all the states have said we want to play by the same rules and 
i don't think as any reason general assistant for the whole salon he's got a lot of colleagues voting over there 
in washington state they're voting looks like there's some empty uh polling booths over there some machines 
are still waiting and in alaska 1am on the east coast that's when they'll close in alaska we'll continue to watch 
to our viewers here's a recommendation if the polls are still open where you are this would be a good time to 
still go out and vote it's important we'll take a quick break we'll be right back if you're getting a dose of mort 
kondracki it appears no that's my tie i'm afraid that's me that you see those guys dozing off in the front row it 
must be me so um 
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troops in fallujah watching the election returns on the fox news channel okay panel um at about what 4 a.m 
or 5 a.m in iraq i guess it's pretty late yeah yeah i guess they're soldiers they're you know they're not on a 
nine to five day right well this this prudence is driving me crazy you think you think we'd uh we we know more 
by this time and uh that uh florida and ohio are the are the crucial states here and we're and they're still 
hanging out there uh we'll know something about this election when we when we get when we get some final 
results from the the two of them i said on sunday i think on the on fox news sunday sitting right here that i 
wasn't sure who was going to win i thought bush was going to win comfortably but i was i promised that one 
they could go we would call it by 11 30 at night it would have a good night's sleep i think this is one of many 
predictions i've made it will turn out to be entirely false it is deja vu all over again here i i can't believe it i think 
that bush was going to get 324 electoral votes if i'm not mistaken now you see why when they do the 
predictions on fox news sunday i don't play yeah go ahead no i think this is going to be very close i mean the 
problem with caution and everybody reacting to what happened in 2000 fighting the last war all over again is 
that i think people are reluctant to make these calls the question about the the exit polls though has become 
the story of the night and you just have to wonder what's going on there doesn't the people who run the exit 
polls aren't coming forward to say they've made mistakes but 52-47 that means the state can't be called right 
it's not their fault if every stupid journalist who's never been in a campaign and never done real polling in his 
life goes out and says 52-47 it's a landslide and calls all his buddies and says the race is over remember 
that's what it means with a margin of error 52.47 even it's an uncallable race right and even remember we've 
got a nationwide sample of 12 000 people in an exit poll it seems now that people are going maybe 
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it seems now that people are going maybe not we don't know yet well i'm still smiling and i think that you 
know there's been a lot of talk about it's leaning you know florida leaning towards bush but there's still a lot 
he has to do even if he gets florida and i think that people need to remember what monica just said which is 
we really haven't had any of the big states come in that we're waiting for you just showed the map and we all 
knew that that was going to happen we haven't learned anything new tonight all right i got a big call to make 
a big call to make fox news can now project as we approach 10 30 on the east coast that jim bunning has 
won the senate seat from the state of kentucky this is must be considered a very big hold for the republicans 
he was thought to be cruising to a win here until a series of well let's just say odd remarks and missteps 
spawned murmured questions of his mental health for one in a speech he called his he called his opponent 
and said one who looks like saddam hussein's son he accused the opposition of wrapping up his wife in an 
event in the summer said there may be quote strangers among us jim bunning the incumbent senator 
republican from the state of kentucky keeps that seat and republicans must now especially with that hold 
monica crowley be feeling much better about retaining control of the senate absolutely in the battle for 
electoral votes according to our cbs news projections but put on another cup of coffee this race is far from 
over we may all be in the waiting room for quite a while yet no winners yet in the 12 states with 145 electoral 
votes and the polls are still open in six states with 84 votes in some with 270 electoral votes needed to win 
president bush still needs to pick up 74 more senator kerry needs 158 more kerry could get a third of that 
from california where the polls are still open now here's the national popular vote title total president bush is 
led from the opening pop tonight right now it's running on the order of 51 percent to 48 percent that's been 
closing down as more votes getting encountered we now 
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as more votes getting encountered we now have something on the order of about 49 or 50 million votes 
counted with over 105 million expected to be cast let's go to the map bush states in red carry states in blue 
according to our cbs news estimates you look at the map and you say well it must be all over looks like it's 
going to be george bush but here's one of those cases where your mother was right looks can be deceiving 
president bush is clearly off to a good start we estimate he has 196 electoral votes having swept the south 
and all southern border states also run through the midwest and making real inroads in the west however 
whatever at the age of 18 and in addition to that you could we would also be taking people into the jails and 
for people who were locked up for marijuana charges they were going to find them lawyers and set up 


reparations that didn't fly this year they put it back on at 21 years old you can grow it you can smoke it you 
can hold it if you're 21. they're voting on it in alaska today and greta van susteren is watching with great 
interest our girl from wisconsin hello greta hello ship yes the times are changing or maybe they're changing 
we still don't know what the voters have decided in alaska because it's so many time zones away from us 
and the polls haven't closed there but you are indeed right marijuana is on the ballot there and judge 
napolitano what is so what you know what do you think this i'll tell you what's different about this one as chef 
just pointed out this one allows you to grow to sell to possess to transfer marijuana for recreational purposes 
all the other states that have it on their ballots limit it to medicinal purposes now the federal government says 
under this administration even medicinal purposes is illegal it'll be very interesting to see what happens if 
president bush is re-elected the justice department in his term takes the same view that it takes now and 
alaska says you can do anything you want with marijuana all right ken gross uh but alaska is not the only one 
who has marijuana on the ballot we have two other states montana and oregon also have ballot measures 
they don't go as far 
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measures they don't go as far as alaska as the judge was saying alaska really is about as extreme provision 
as i've seen on this montana is a moderate increase you have use of it for medicinal purposes oregon goes a 
little bit further you can possess as much as a pound of it which is an increase on the current possession in 
oregon so there are different gradations but the two states montana oregon are really medicinal states 
alaska no such condition it's all the way this is pretty extreme i mean the first time we're seeing something 
like this at least as far as i can recall alaska yeah i don't i don't recall a provision like this and it would be 
interesting if it does pass and see if it can withstand the federal government coming in all right with another 
one we're sort of watching ship if i could just add this one as well a big one in california embryonic stem cell 
research polls still haven't we still have the results there but judge apollo tunnel that's huge it's huge it's very 
popular it's it's huge because of the amount of money involved california whose government is in debt is 
willing to take on 3 billion with a b still going on in pennsylvania even though the the polls officially closed at 8 
o'clock wolfe deborah ferrick thanks very much let me just show our viewers the numbers that we have in 
pennsylvania with slightly more than half of the vote now in the precincts reporting 54 john kerry seems to 
have a pretty good lead there 59 for john kerry to 40 for george w bush once again let's bring in cns aaron 
brown is looking at this analyzing it assessing it and got some thoughts well we're thinking a bit about civility 
is something we've talked a lot about on the program we've long lamented the coming of the day when 
nobody but nobody will even listen to let alone entertain an idea different from their own we're more than 
halfway there already it seems part of the passion animating this campaign derived from the idea of taking 
the country back back from them or by the same token keeping it out of their hands whoever they and them 
might be 
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whoever they and them might be a viewer of ours and a frequent emailer wrote tonight that if the democrats 
win it'll only because they committed massive voter fraud it just never occurred to her that in the field of ideas 
they might just have won with that in mind a blogger jeff jarvis posted this pledge at his website after the 
election results are in it goes i promise to support the president even if i didn't vote for him criticize the 
president even if i did vote for him uphold standards of civil discourse in blogs and in the media while 
pushing both to be better unite as a nation putting country over party even as we work together to make 
america better given how little we agree on as a country these days maybe it's too much to ask but ask 
yourself this tonight isn't anything better than what we call political discourse these days erin you know it's 
fascinating that what three and a half hours after the first polls closed this is as ra as close as we thought it 
was going to be in the days and weeks leading up to this election the poor will be heard from someday in our 
country the republican democratic campaigns they don't represent the future they represent the past they're 
taking our country backward into the future they take our country backward into the future when every year 
there are more people in poverty more children going to bed hungry at night they take our country backwards 


in the future when the corruption of money breaks new record in turning cash against votes they take our 
country back in the future ralph nader speaking in washington on the subject that has been his principal 
complaint about the two 
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principal complaint about the two principal parties here that they were both sopping as he would say at the at 
the corrupt trough and and both of them what's what's the right george bound george to corporate interests 
in america the special interest in america um didn't do nearly as well this year made some democrats 
absolutely furious had many republicans in various parts of the country working to get him on the ballot in the 
hope that they would that he would hurt uh mr carrick made some of his supporters from last time absolutely 
furious that he was running again and he he fallen in a path of a lot of third-party candidates look what 
happened to ross perot from 1992 to 1996 his support went from about 18 of the vote in 1992 to less than 
half that in 1996 it appears from the returns we've seen so far that the exact same thing happened to ralph 
nader he got between two and three percent of the vote in 2000 it's now down around one percent maybe 
even below that by the end of the night okay george many thanks indeed now i want to go to washington uh 
where we're joined this evening by two guests who have uh among their deepest interests america's 
campaign or war against terrorism on the left is dick clark in the washington bureau he's an abc news 
consultant and author of a book against all enemies florida ohio pennsylvania michigan and then the middle 
ones minnesota minnesota wisconsin iowa what those exit poll numbers are so there has been somewhat of 
a reversal of fortune uh if you will and even though uh publicly they were trying to put a good face on things 
earlier some of them now admitting that they um in the words of of one of those advisers that they had a 
near-death experience earlier and as the former president says he's feeling good now and arguably chris you 
know when we saw the president invite us up uh to uh the white house resident uh to say that he was feeling 
upbeat i don't think the president would have done that uh if they thought that they were going to lose this 
election there has clearly been a change sort of in mood here if you will feeling a little bit better from this 
afternoon but but 
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from this afternoon but but acknowledging of course it's still not over all not all the votes are counted and 
they're still looking at some of those key counties or certainly where kerry can do well in florida and also in 
ohio chris what about what about pennsylvania did they mention that no not specifically pennsylvania i think 
pennsylvania is still too close to predict that but remember all this president needs is holding on to what he 
won in 2000 and winning florida and ohio and they believe that will be enough for victory they had we had 
spent so much time campaigning up in those upper midwest states they think they're doing well in iowa but 
we had spent so much time in wisconsin michigan minnesota because those were the insurance policy if you 
will if they had lost ohio we're hearing tonight they feel very good about what they're seeing in some of those 
counties as the vote keeps on coming in chris okay nora we're still counting uh by our projections here we're 
still calling at nbc and msnbc we're still calling it too close to call in any number of states beginning with 
florida on through pennsylvania on through ohio and then we expect to have a lot of more uh too close to call 
situations developing and sustaining themselves throughout the evening so no matter no matter the white 
house optimism expressed to the former president these states are very very close too close to call we're 
looking at a number of them right now look at them all from east to west pennsylvania first decisive and who 
gets 270 electoral votes let's go to for balance sake right this moment let's go to carl cantoni who's up in 
boston with the kerry campaign what is the ascent we just heard norah say that she just uh she just reported 
that she spoke with president 41 president payne [Music] i don't think so certainly not in pennsylvania i don't 
think the state is going to be that close i think if you look at the numbers now 
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i think if you look at the numbers now john kerry's got a very healthy lead we had an overwhelming apart 
from most of the big counties except franklin county which includes columbus the latest numbers show kerry 
leading 50 to 48 a narrow lead but we don't know what parts of franklin county are being reported and what 
parts aren't so we can't really draw a conclusion about the overall results in franklin county we've got we've 
got 32 percent of the precincts left to report all right michael this is very interesting stuff keep coming back to 
us whenever you can in the meantime we're going to take a break here but before we do we want to give you 
a sense of what's happening in new hampshire where the race remains too close to call and at this hour 
there the two candidates are separated by something on the order of 400 votes so here we go again stay 
tuned more to come as you mentioned ohio and florida still outstanding and still so critical and so crucial for 
the fight for the white house back to stu rothenberg are with me here our cnn political analyst and good 
evening again stu we want to show our viewers to the telestrator what we're picking up in ohio and 
essentially why we cannot call this state at this point well if you look at the map bill you can see a lot of red in 
the central part of the state northwestern part of the state but we want to hone in on three areas hamilton 
county this that's uh cincinnati un down here in montgomery county this little island of blue and a sea of red 
that's dayton montgomery county and then up here in the northeast that would be stark canton that's often 
described as a bellwether county and what we see is john kerry doing better in these three counties at this 
point with some limited results in he's doing better than al gore did four years ago the president is still doing 
fine in many of these rural areas but it's the smaller cities and in this case hamilton county which is cincinnati 
in a suburb signific a significant percentage of the population in the state that the democrat is doing better we 
have also talked about the job loss in ohio for many many months in the rain county west of cleveland we 
have used 
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county west of cleveland we have used this as an example too with job losses there how they would respond 
what are you finding in that suburban area western if we go to the map and look at lorraine this is west of 
cuyahoga county west of cleveland al gore won this county with 53 and with partial results in now in lorraine 
john kerry is winning with 57 of the vote it's only at the margins but if uh senator kerry increases his margins 
in a number of these communities uh he can certainly carry this statement but again just simply too close to 
call with 20 electoral votes and the balance there in the bucket there were more votes indeed you're right 
about that in florida now it's about two and a half hours ago when we first reported a trend we saw in the i-4 
corridor this is named because it's the interstate runs from tampa up through orlando up to the daytona 
beach area we saw heavy gains for the president as compared to the year 2000 from four years ago and we 
can show that we did and let's go to the map again and i think we were right in this i-4 corridor osceola lake 
orange county some blue but a good deal of red particularly in here and we as you pointed out we have not 
we have not projected this state because of this area down here that joe lockhart has talked about this blue 
in the southeastern corner of the state we're talking about miami-dade broward palm beach areas that 
deliver some pretty good democratic majorities particularly broward we're waiting for more votes to come in 
there there's also an issue of absentees but it's interesting if you look here in the panhandle in north florida 
bush country 27 electoral votes this time around for florida up from two up from 25 to added on from four 
years ago an important state these are the trends and again at this point we can't say in the end what's going 
to go for florida what's going to go for ohio but fascinating stuff we'll have to watch the votes come in and we 
can literally tabulate them here through our spatiologic technology and see how the counties are leaning at 
this point and uh triangling some sort of direction as we go throughout the night back to you now all right that 
was very fascinating bill hammer stu rothenberg thanks very much bill schneider looking at those exit polls i 
believe 
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looking at those exit polls i believe you have some new numbers on what we're seeing in florida florida what 
do you think of when you hear florida you think of seniors it has the oldest population in the country and you 
think of a large population of latino voters but they're moving in opposite directions in 19 in 2000 rather bush 
carried the senior vote in florida how are they going now very narrowly for john kerry 51 carry 49 bush 


seniors in florida have been moving to kerry possibly the prescription drug issue now latino voters their big 
group they split evenly cubans and non-cubans in florida together split evenly in 2000 how are they voting 
now a majority 54 percent are voting for george bush they've moved in a republican direction in the last four 
years seniors more democratic latinos more republican including a lot of cuban-american voters in florida 
who have remained heavily republican and even more so this year than before so the cross currents in 
florida are moving in opposite direction and that's why the state is still very close wolf all right bill schneider 
thanks very much tom daschle the senate democratic leader the minority leader has been watching what's 
going on this is videotape of what he was seeing his mood he seems to be smiling he's facing the political 
challenge of his life from john thune the republican candidate in south dakota he's sitting there he's watching 
he's waiting for all the results to come in we'll see what happens to the senate democratic leader tom 
daschle through the course of this night in the meantime much more coverage coming up here on cnn we'll 
take another quick break south dakota 50 50 right now at least according to these numbers these are 
associated press numbers real numbers coming in it's about as close as we possibly could have imagined 
only four votes different we'll talk about that and much more when we come back 
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coverage of america boats 2004 is sponsored by america's local telecom companies the future faster when 
our telecom laws were written out on the range meant out of range yep now it's a whole new world i'll see 
you at high noon [Music] you know if we update our telecom loss you'll have more choices for high-speed 
internet access no matter where you live it's time for the laws to catch up to our lives we're prepared to buy 
at 15. make it 20. 18 20. i guess it's 20. more access more information now that's the future faster can 
inspiration make the simple act of driving around extraordinary yes can substance and style blend 
seamlessly together clearly and can the car of your dreams be an affordable reality absolutely the 150 mile 
per hour performance tested chrysler crossfire lease one for only 299 a month if you're a well-qualified 
lessee chrysler inspiration comes standard [Music] one look is all it takes the samsung Icd television with 
picture enhancing dnie technology [Music] it's hard to take your eyes off it [Music] experience the power 
within samsung [Music] oh not a good day for flying thanks in part to clean coal 
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thanks in part to clean coal technologies our air quality has been improving and by 2015 emissions from 
coal-based power plants will be 75 percent less than they were in 1970 to learn more visit 
balancedenergy.org very nice welcome back to the cnn election headquarters at the nasdaq market site right 
in the heart of times square jeff greenfield let's recap for our viewers now those states that cnn has been able 
to project as winner winning states for the two candidates first the state's going for the president of the united 
states and we'll just show our viewers let's go through the top uh in indiana kentucky georgia west virginia 
alabama oklahoma i think it's fair to say jeff as we walk down and let our viewers take a look at these states 
that we've projected will go for the president the so-called red states there are no surprises here yet uh that's 
correct unless you thought bill clinton was going to pluck arkansas away from bush for kerry all these states 
for george bush 21 if i've done my bad arithmetic all of them voted for bush last time all of them for bush this 
time and let's move on and take a look at the states that john kerry we've projected will go for john kerry and 
no huge surprises here either vermont for example massachusetts delaware all these states went for al gore 
the last time and guess what that's right they've gone for john kerry vermont a state as liberal as you can get 
it has the only self-professed socialist congressman bernie sanders in the united states house of 
representatives of the home of ben and jerry's the politically correct ice cream so there really isn't a single 
surprise and it really feels i hate to quote yogi berra but it really feels like deja vu all over again let's point out 
to our viewers what's happening in maine four electoral votes we've projected three of them will go for john 
kerry we're still waiting to find out what happens in that fourth electoral vote it is not impossible that that one 
electoral vote if it goes to george bush could tip the balance it is not impossible to be waiting to see what the 
four electoral votes in hawaii do 
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four electoral votes in hawaii do votes that are normally reliably democratic we still don't know about nevada 
colorado the polls are still open out there and michigan ohio pennsylvania iowa wisconsin minnesota all 
sitting out there waiting to be one electoral vote could make the difference and four at stake in maine three 
we project will go to john kerry one still remaining at large we'll see what happens we don't have enough 
information yet on that fourth electoral vote let's let's let's okay all right we can now project a major uh win for 
john kerry pennsylvania cnn can now project cnn is projecting pennsylvania will go for john kerry right now 
with 63 percent of the vote uh in 57 percent for kerry 43 for bush this is a state that al gore carried the last 
time but it's still a huge win for john kerry this is the first real disappointment for either campaign george w 
bush made i believe since last march 41 visits to the state of pennsylvania the only state he visited more was 
texas where he happens to live they thought these 21 electoral votes if they could pick them up with the 
votes of socially conservative uh gun-owning pro-life democrats a lot of them in pennsylvania this could 
insulate them against the loss of ohio or florida it has not happened and if i may be corny the tension mounts 
detention mods let's recap the race for the white house right now with 193 electoral votes for bush 133 we've 
added pennsylvania to that category for kerry 270 though needed to be elected uh to the white house so it's 
still a contest everyone had been assuming that pennsylvania ohio and florida whoever got two out of those 
three would be in good shape we now know that john kerry at least according to our projection will carry 
pennsylvania let me be the first to point out that the last time the united states had two razor thin close 
elections was 1884 and 1888. it looks like we're back there again with a slightly advanced technology all right 
candy crowley uh is in boston she's covering the uh 
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she's covering the uh the kerry campaign any instant reaction from what we've just projected candy no but i 
think what will surprise them about this is what appears to be the size of the margin now i suspect it will 
come in come down just a little rural areas generally are are the last to report um i i can also tell you that that 
the bush campaign uh as early as you know two or three days ago so they didn't actually expect that they 
would win pennsylvania so this was the most predictable of what they've called the trifecta ohio pennsylvania 
florida uh so they kind of knew both sides where that one was going uh the other two obviously are the ones 
that everybody was more iffy about candy crowley in boston will be coming back to you paul azan is with our 
crossfire colleagues they're watching all of this as we are paula let's hear what they have to say well just to 
give you a sense of how close this election is and how unpredictable it is let's go back and revisit some of the 
predictions the crossfire gang made several hours ago when uh i guess it was you tucker who had john kerry 
winning by two you were going to make that call 1031. didn't happen i think that's quite right james you made 
a call 937 carry off by five paul you still have till 11 30 to have uh carry up by five we're not going to know by 
11 30 either bob you predicted bush by 1103. where are we right now tucker we're deep in the woods paula 
because this is going to be a long hard fight uh the the word i get is that ohio which a lot of the republicans 
have given up to carry is coming back to bush and it's very very it's very very close and and you've got punch 
card ballots in ohio you've got they haven't even finished voting in ohio that's going to be a long sucker and 
so is florida and you have evidence now of some what did you say under under reporting going 


00:40:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=2400s 





did you say under under reporting going on well in ohio usually you know in most states and we just heard a 
moment ago the rural areas come in late the urban areas come in early because the technology in ohio the 
the opposite is happening because the lines are so long in some of these urban counties then that the vote is 
not coming in yet so we're getting a disproportionately rural vote early in ohio that favors the president early 
but you know we'll just have to wait it looks like ohio will actually count all the votes as sort of a quaint old- 
fashioned midwestern notion uh florida doesn't seem to have gained that sort of expertise yeah you know i i 
have to say the feeling i've probably talked to 20 people in the last hour all of a sudden is changing i mean 
there was this kind of consensus certainly in the press which is obviously overwhelmingly for carry ona 
personal level but just even just among the servers wait a minute you're saying that the press is 
overwhelmingly for carry on first of all most reporters know that no it's just true but i'm just saying do you 
want people to know that change people thought carrie was gonna win and everyone knows that people 


thought kevin's going now i feel there's a feeling bush is going i will say somebody needs to reassess exit 
polling because it does stink it doesn't predict at least tonight tomorrow morning we're going to put the exit 
polls when we can make them public against the actual results and you will see that it doesn't are usually are 
you putting any stock in the exit polling tonight as the night goes by less [Laughter] i think that look we i don't 
know what difference did make what an exit poll says because it only the only votes encounter the votes that 
they count sure let's wait and see we got ohio left to go we got a lot of key states out there left to go so 
before we we jump to conclusions but has your contract changed at all in the last 45 minutes your mantra 
ohio florida ohio florida no it has to and if the president carries both ohio and florida it is extremely difficult 
almost impossible and i want to uh uh recite the death of a couple of uh famous politicians the senior 
republican 
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famous politicians the senior republican on the house of representatives phil crane of uh illinois 75 years old 
he has been in he replaced don rumsfeld in a special election in 1969 looks like he has been defeated today 
and two middle of the road texas democrats uh charlie stenholm and martin frost have been defeated the 
day of the texas democrat of the white texas democrat is gone sorry paul i'm texting i'm still a democrat let's 
talk about your state of illinois though bob in that in that race the senior republican phil crane maybe 
apparently he's going down to defeat to melissa bean this was a bit of a proxy war uh house speaker denny 
hastert being from illinois swooped in these last few weeks to try to prop up phil crane practically ran his 
campaign my sources tell me while my friend former clinton white house aide rahm emanuel who's a 
congressman a young turk freshman democrat from illinois swooped in to kind of help melissa bean it looks 
like this is one that's going for the young turk and the democrat against the old guard of the republicans i 
want you to walk through the time zones now let's move beyond james montro ohio florida what do we look 
for next thing time zone ohio florida president carries both it becomes almost impossible senator kerry to win 
if it splits senator kerry carries ohio then bush has got to take uh wisconsin then you go out to the the 
mountain time zone where new mexico and nevada and nevada's in the is in the actual pacific yeah colorado 
i think most people think the college so far everybody's holding their serve if this were a tennis match ohio 
and florida were two states that went for bush we'll see if he can hold both of them if he does that's very good 
for him then iowa and wisconsin two states that went very narrowly for al gore john kerry has to hold them or 
he's through and then nevada new mexico split the last time we'll see who picks him up this has been a very 
vicious campaign negative campaign divisive campaign and a lot of trouble in this country you 
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and a lot of trouble in this country you know terrorism the economy has not been good we got a war in iraq 
and after all of this now look at you look at the election it's the same as it was four years ago exactly there's 
talking same as that nothing changed no there is one change in spite of the skepticism about this process 
and the negativity of both campaigns people seem to have voted in record numbers and we'll have those 
hard numbers as paul points out despite the negativity but because of it they vote right it's true however feed 
that negativity somewhat we're very proud of ourselves all right gentlemen we'll be back in the next hour wolf 
see you there thanks very much paula it's almost 11 o'clock on the east coast only a few seconds to go five 
states are going to be closing polling at 11 o'clock for a total of some 81 electoral votes at stake we're going 
to be able to make some projections but we'll wait another 10 seconds or so until it hits exactly 11 o'clock on 
the east coast and then we'll be able to project some winners let's take a look right now at 11 p.m on the east 
coast cnn canal project california and it's 55 electoral votes as expected will go to john kerry a big win in 
california fully expected those 55 electoral votes the largest prize out there we're ready to make another 
projection right now cnn can project for the president in idaho four electoral votes again once again as 
expected idaho will go for president bush let's take a look and see where it stands right now with the 
electoral college the all-important electoral college the president of the united states with 197 electoral votes 
john kerry with 188 electoral votes 270 needed to be elected president the blue states kerry the red states 
bush the white states they're closed but we don't have enough information yet to project winners there's only 
one state left and that would be alaska 
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state left and that would be alaska in two hours 1am on the east coast alaska will close and we'll be able to 
project what's going on in alaska i want to show our viewers also what's happening in in iraq right now these 
are u.s troops they're watching the elections right now they're sitting in in an area in in iraq and in fallujah in 
fact or outside fallujah uh an area that's been hotly contested battles have been fierce there but these 
american troops uh and this is a live picture for our viewers they're watching the election they're seeing 
what's going on it looks like a little cafeteria you see the trays there where they've been eating our men and 
women u.s forces serving in iraq and making sure that they get a sense of what's happening all the way back 
here in the united states let's bring in our analysts once again jeff greenfield california is a huge prize if you if 
you look at the numbers right now 197 to 188 it's pretty close california was a state that went republican for 
20 consecutive years it was a state that democrats almost couldn't win clinton took it away from the 
republicans gore put it in his pocket with about a million too and it's now one of the solid foundations of any 
democratic electoral majority the fact that you mentioned iraq how people feel about iraq may wind up 
deciding uh who sits in the oval office and as carlos just pointed out to me we're going to have 120 million 
people vote if this holds up you got over 61 million now with 50 of the precincts would be a record remember 
last time we had about 105 million so that would be not just a jump but a significant jump i want to go back to 
pennsylvania though a couple of interesting things in that victory there one was the fact that nader wasn't on 
the ballot and remember he captured about two percent of the vote last time the other significant thing that 
democrats did is they added to their registration lead remember going into 2000 wolf they had about a half 
million uh vote lead in terms of registration 
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uh vote lead in terms of registration they added another hundred thousand additional voters and net voters in 
terms of the lead what's a native american vote in south dakota you know uh interestingly enough that's one 
of the few places where it could play out so not hispanic non-african-american but the native american vote 
could be decisive when tom daschle runs could add up to five percent maybe seven or eight percent of that 
vote also may play out in uh new mexico a little bit so we don't normally talk about the native american vote 
but could matter when jim thune who's running against tom daschle lost to the other democratic senator tim 
johnson buy approximately 500 votes they just don't have a lot of people out there the native american vote 
was the key in fact some republicans felt that there was chicanery one more quick point about south dakota 
there were about 300 000 votes the estimate is they are spending 80 dollars a vote in south dakota it would 
have been cheaper for one of the candidates to load up a pickup truck with hundred dollar bills and drive 
around the state scattering them to undecided voters i don't want to sound redundant but at this point four 
and a half hours for a little over four hours since we started with this total exact as four years ago exactly 
those states that we projected uh for kerry so far were states that gore won four years ago those states 
we've projected for bush our state's bush one four years ago ago you're absolutely right judy woodruff is 
joining us from the cnn election analysis center you've been looking at some of the state's judy that we 
haven't been able uh to project the winner on what are you and your colleagues there seeing well wolf one of 
the things uh you just noted yes you did call california because the polls closed in california four minutes ago 
and we were able to do that because of a comfortable margin that john kerry has in the state of california but 
oregon which sits right next to california just north of it as all of us know we have not called yet oregon is the 
one state in the country where people vote only by mail they mail in their ballots they were able to bring in 
their ballots as of today i was told the secretary of state in oregon is promising that 50 percent of those 
ballots up to 50 percent are going to be counted uh by 
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are going to be counted uh by sometime pretty shortly now so we we should know that number what we 
don't know then is how long it's going to take them to count the rest of the ballots that's one thing we're 
keeping an eye on another if you just move all the way to the other end of the country uh wolf and uh and jeff 
larry and carlos we we heard joe lockhart who is speaking for the carrie edwards campaign say not too long 


ago that the the kerry campaign is looking for a good democratic turnout in those south florida counties 
miami-dade and broward the suggestion being that a lot of those votes are still out but in checking with our 
folks here and the analysts here it does look like we've got over 80 85 percent of the vote already counted 88 
percent even in in broward county so a lot of this vote is already in and uh so when joe lockhart says a lot is 
outstanding i think some of us are scratching our heads wondering where it's going to come from there are 
votes still out there are people still in line we are told and there certainly are absentee ballots that have not 
been counted and i reported a few minutes ago about the dispute over when those ballots are going to get 
counted but we don't want to leave anybody with the impression that there are still hundreds and hundreds 
and hundreds of thousands of votes that have not been counted because that's not our sense at this point 
and that's the number of precincts reporting at this point some precincts being bigger than other precincts 
throughout the state of florida in fact throughout the country judy uh anything else you want to add at this 
point not right now i mean we are we are as you know well if we've got uh what a dozen or so states that we 
still have not called we are being cautious uh you know it uh you know you still have uh not just ohio that 
closed uh at 7 30 but a number of other states new hampshire uh that we still haven't called yet so um uh 
you know we're we're watching those numbers coming in we may be close to a call but we're not ready to 
call those 
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call but we're not ready to call those states all right judy thanks very much i want to walk over and jeff 
greenfield is going to help me these are the states and we're putting them up on the screen right now that we 
have not been able to project a winner for these are this is where the election is going to be determined jeff 
and let's go through these come on over here let's go through these one by one ohio has about 53 percent of 
the precincts reporting 20 electoral votes very very close it is this is the number uh actually if i can jump 
ahead that i think judy was referring to 92 percent of the precincts in florida with the president holding the last 
time we checked the popular vote in florida a couple of hundred thousand vote lead now if in fact judy's right 
that a lot of those votes in the heavily democratic areas of broward and palm beach and even miami dade 
have been counted that's actually very good news for the president on the other hand his folks are looking at 
ohio and knowing that there's a lot of votes left to be counted in heavily democratic cuyahoga county the 
math begins to get narrower and narrower and narrower for each of these candidates uh with pennsylvania 
for carry of the big three it would it would be very damaging maybe fatal for bush to lose even one of those 
two unless of course he can pick up those upper midwest states or some other democrats let's talk about 
some of these states have been closed for hours like new hampshire and its four electoral votes 60 of the 
precincts reporting we're not yet able we don't have enough information to project new hampshire people 
think four electoral votes is not much but you know what it could be a lot we we know we know what we think 
is going to happen in some of these states i mean i think they're not the most loyal democratic they think that 
that john kerry can take montana or arizona colorado with nine electoral votes which has defeated the 
proposition to divide it those who are sitting out there that could be a very close state it's a bush state from 
2000 so this the mix of these states as you as we as the night goes on the math gets more and more ina 
narrow corridor of who has to win what you want to keep going on let's let's talk a little bit about nevada 
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talk a little bit about nevada washington state oregon and even hawaii a state that the vice president visited 
on sunday at literally the last minute with its four electoral votes a state so many experts thought was simply 
automatic for the democrats the general rule in hawaii is the state goes republican when there is a massive 
historic landslide nixon in 72 reagan and 84. that's it this state has come into play for a variety of reasons the 
democratic party which was entrenched had some scandals there's a new population in hawaii more 
entrepreneurial less pro-government that's why dick cheney went there at the end of the campaign and 
between those four electoral votes had one electoral vote in maine hanging out that is entirely possible if that 
will decide the election pacific northwest oregon and washington state we don't have enough information yet 
to project a winner for either of these two states the democrats had been simply assuming it would be in their 
column these states have gone democratic oregon and washington for the last four elections again there are 


two dukakis states uh where nader uh threatened al gore but didn't didn't force him to lose the state to 
george w bush so the democrats believe they have those there are states out here the republicans believe 
they have and then there are those that everybody's going to be sitting and watching um anybody planning 
to leave here in the next half hour or so had better change their plans i think it's fair to say larry king and 
carlos watson as we walk over to join you larry i hope you have no plans in the next several hours or maybe 
even days i'm always so busy at two three in the morning wolf it's incredible no i'll be here and i'll do a show 
here for tomorrow and then head back to california tomorrow night and look at it from there and then maybe 
come back east again because this may not be over what do you think carlos well remember some of the 
places have told us that they may take 10 days to count the provisional ballots so we may be here for a while 
the other really interesting thing in a couple of these states that we don't know about yet they've got this thing 
called same day registration you can kind of walk up in minnesota you can walk up in new hampshire and 
say i'm ready to register today that could cause it to take a little bit longer to count up all the votes american 
warning goes on at 7 00 am is 
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american warning goes on at 7 00 am is that correct that's correct they will be on somebody in eastern 
society unless we pull an all-nighter that would give us another almost eight hours here well in 2000 the cnn 
anchor analysis team signed off at 6 30 a.m uh last time sure and we didn't know who would want uh and i'll 
tell you something um a lot of us who got burned in 2000 did one thing very smart this year we'd made no 
expensive vacation plans correct for weeks we'll soon find out we're in times square a lot of nice people 
watching us and our coverage here at the corner of 43rd and broadway bill schneider you're looking at exit 
polls as you always do specifically this time california california went for carry as expected but you know 
what the governor's a republican name of arnold schwarzenegger arnold schwarzenegger endorsed and 
campaigned at the last minute for george w bush what do they think of governor schwarzenegger in this 
heavily democratic state well look at this more than two-thirds of california voters say they like arnold 
schwarzenegger 69 approval rating president bush would kill for a 69 approval rating why didn't it translate 
into a bush victory because almost half of the people who like governor schwarzenegger the republican 
voted for john kerry the lesson here is schwarzenegger's appeal goes way beyond the republican party that's 
how he got elected he gets a lot of support from democrats any report on the stem cell measure which 
schwarzenegger supported for the state to spend a ton of money on stem cell research all the pre-election 
polls indicated that that measure was likely to pass i haven't seen any results however since the polls closed 
you live most of the time larry in california i guess you're not surprised by any of this what what's happening 
out there california in fact barbara boxer she appears to we can't say this but i think she might win this 
handling i don't know what happened to the you mentioned republicans california was a 
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mentioned republicans california was a stronghold i don't other than schwarzenegger they don't have a 
strong republican party that california is one state where the social issues cut heavily against the republicans 
it is a state where even most of the republicans get elected look at schwarzenegger he's pro-choice on 
abortion he's pro-gun control he's pro-stem cell research he's pro-gay rights it's one of those states this is 
something that one theory is that coastal states tend to be more socially liberal than heartland states and 
california state with that plus the republican party turned very hard on immigration alienated the hispanic vote 
after the 1994 election it's a state that they that except for arnold schwarzenegger they have been pretty 
much shut out of for the last decade you know if you think about that hispanic vote uh when the alien nation 
did happen in 1994 about a million new hispanics registered and as you said gore beat him beat bush by 
about 1.3 million a lot of that number was in the hispanic vote as you point out larry that embryonic stem cell 
research other stem cell research was a important ballot initiative important issue an amendment in california 
we've got some results coming in in california on that proposition 71 the funding for stem cell research yes 
69 no 31 uh relatively small numbers coming in but arnold schwarzenegger as you know and our viewers 
know he came out strongly in favor of stem cell research despite the position of the president who wants 
limitations on embryonic stem cell research believe it's three billion dollars it is you know they've got two 


significant health care issues on the ballot this time in california the other one besides stem cell the three 
billion dollars is one that would mandate some small businesses to pay for health insurance for their workers 
that could be pretty significant no matter whether bush or kerry wins could become part of a new trend we've 
seen california usher in lots of things via the ballot initiative the big issue in new york is the stadium right no 
it's not a ballot it's just that look you know olympics in 2012 600 million dollars for a football stadium i 
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million dollars for a football stadium i don't think that's going to swing uh swing what happens tonight but we'll 
be fighting on that one next year laura come back and we'll talk about that on television larry and company 
all of the polls and all of the states with the exception of alaska have now closed but there's what a dozen or 
so that we can't project winners yet those will be the states that will determine the next president of the 
united states to our viewers if you want more information on specific races and states local races governors 
races house races senate races specific numbers by counties even the place to go is cnn.com you can get 
interactive there and find out what's happening you can even take a look at the showdown states move them 
around see how the projections are going to work out watch cnn but you might want to also take a look at 
cnn.com to get some more information it's the best place to go on the web for this kind of information the cnn 
election express bus is parked in times square we're parked in times square as well much more coverage 
coming up when we come back prior to tvs and computers people would take to the streets for the latest 
election returns in the early 1900s crowds watched as results were projected on the sides of buildings then 
there is the zipper of new york's times square it gave election results for the first time in november 1928 and 
it continues to do so today cnn's coverage of america votes 2004 is sponsored by americans for balanced 
energy choices electricity from coal essential affordable and increasingly clean [Music] oh not a good day for 
flying thanks in part to clean coal technologies our air quality has been improving and by 2015 emissions 
from coal based 
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and by 2015 emissions from coal based power plants will be 75 percent less than they were in 1970. to learn 
more visit balancedenergy.org very nice [Music] it can respond before it's summoned solve problems a half a 
world away and make sure your people your partners and most importantly your customers are always open 
for business can your network do this it can with the world's networking company cnn tomorrow a special 
five-hour edition of american morning results and election highlights from all the races american morning cnn 
tomorrow 7 eastern where can you find a great deal downtown where can you find great style downtown 
where can you find great service downtown yes at downtown la motors nissan you can always get a great 
deal to suit your style with great service slip into a new 2005 ultima with monthly lease payments of only 179 
a month plus tax or buy now and take advantage of our low one percent apr and no payments until 2005. so 
come downtown to downtown l.a motors nissan we have what you're looking for style service satisfaction 
where downtown one of the most lasting impressions i had while i was in kuwait was uh the the call to prayer 
the whole city stopped for quite some time while you know they were praying and i was just thinking you 
know what what did this happen in america could i imagine this happening i don't think i could and it was 
really a great experience it wasn't my time to pray it wasn't my culture but i felt something in the air that was 
amazing contact one of many veteran groups and get to know our local heroes [Music] a cnn investigation 
kingdom on the break cnn sunday night eight eastern [Music] 
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[Music] times square new york city we're continuing our live coverage and it could be quite a while that we 
continue our live coverage from the heart of new york city the nasdaq market site we're watching all of these 
states almost the entire country with the exception of alaska polling booths have closed down here's where it 
stands right now the popular vote for president with 55 percent of the precincts in the united states reporting 
the president has 51 percent of the vote slightly more than 35 million votes john kerry is 48 of the votes 33 
million plus votes ralph nader with one percent 252 000 or so votes for ralph nader in the race for the white 


house as important as the popular vote is and it's important but much more important is the electoral college 
vote you need 270 to be elected president right now look at how close it is 197. for bush we've projected 188 
for kerry we've projected the blue states our kerry states the red states our bush states the white states are 
states where the polling has closed down but we have not yet been able to project a winner alaska closes 
1am on the east coast so we'll still wait here are some of the states that we we haven't been able except for 
pennsylvania you see up there pennsylvania we've projected a big win for john kerry uh he with 73 of the 
vote in 55 for kerry 44 for bush jeff greenfield you're looking at the map you're looking at what's going on and 
you're going to put it all in beautiful perspective for us right we don't know who the next president of the 
united states is yet i'm looking at those florida numbers with 94 of the precincts in and the president having 
just about a 300 000 vote lead and remember what judy woodruff mentioned to us some of that south florida 
vote for miami-dade broward and palm beach county is in uh i am certainly not going to step on any 
projections that we are not ready to make but that 
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that we are not ready to make but that looks like a pretty substantial lead for the president take a look at 
michigan we haven't talked about michigan that's a 17 electoral vote state it was one of the top targets of 
bush from the gore states you've only got a third thirty percent of the vote in and kerry has a sixty thousand 
vote lead changing as we see still about a sixty thousand vote lead with nader no factor at all so far so the 
more you look at this the more it begins to look like exactly what people thought was going to happen before 
election day that it's going to come down to three four five six states and we're still waiting for a single state 
to move out of one candidate's column or one parties column into the other well look at new hampshire new 
hampshire is a state that went for bush four years ago it's too close to call we haven't been able to make a 
projection yet 66 percent of the precincts in kerry with 50 percent bush with 49 percent 1 for ralph nader this 
is this is a state which we pointed this out several hours ago if you put the map back the way it was in 2000 if 
you give new hampshire to kerry and nevada to carry you have a 269 269 tie unless the president takes that 
one electoral vote in maine in which case he has 270 electoral votes this election again just in new 
hampshire well there's no we we can't find a single state even in new hampshire where the nader vote 
exceeds you know it exceeds a margin but i see your point if nader gets a few thousand votes and bush 
warns have taken the state by 2000 that could that could determine it even at this level you're right talking 
talking about the ralph nader effect you know what let's talk to ralph nader he's joining us now live thanks 
very much ralph nader for joining us are you very disappointed in your turnout in your votes that we've seen 
so far well since the democrats through their dirty tricks have knocked us out of almost half of the nation's 
population it's obvious that you can't get votes if you're not on the ballot um the other thing is the uh the 
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um the other thing is the uh the incumbent being a republican a lot of the democrats who supported us in 
2000 come come back into the fold with the democratic party i mean trying to challenge the two-party 
electoral dictatorship wolf it's like trying to climb a cliff with a slippery rope we're not doing this to be the 
margin at the narrow confines between the two candidates we're doing this to put forward for the american 
people a series of directions and policies that they would really support on health insurance and living wage 
and getting out of iraq and uh cracking down on corporate crime etc uh that uh that that they're long overdue 
and we're trying to change uh somewhat the uh trivial and gossipy type or horse race politics we're in into 
something substantive that responds to the necessities of the people there was a report that you said you 
thought kerry would win tonight is that true yeah at four o'clock i thought he was going to win he may still win 
i i Know you told me a few weeks ago ralph nader that if you can't be elected president you clearly can't be 
elected president you hoped that uh you said that john kerry i believe i'm paraphrasing was the lesser of two 
evils well i said that uh anybody's better than george w bush i mean you know he he's just a big corporation 
disguised as a human being time and time again as two-thirds of the american people conclude he sides with 
big business against workers against consumers against the environment you name it big business is his 
mantra and that's not where the president united states should be we don't do not need another corporation 
in the white house we need a president that responds to the necessities of the people now just to point out 


you had about 95 000 votes in florida the last time with about 95 of the precincts reporting you're just under 
30 000 votes right now you're not doing clear clearly not doing as well as you did last time in florida yeah 
that's obviously the case as i say once 
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once the incumbent in the white house is a republican the democrats tend to go back into the fold but i think 
there's something else at work here and there there are more than a few conservatives furious with bush 
over the patriot act big government over huge deficits over sovereignty shredding wto and nafta we have a 
letter to conservatives which if the democrats are smart they could have spun off some of these 
conservatives the way reagan spun off what are now called the reagan democrats but we have a letter to 
conservatives and a letter to liberals on our website votenader.org for anybody who's interested in the details 
ralph nader thanks for spending a few moments with us on this historic night thank you all the nader effect 
that doesn't look at least as far as we could tell jeff to be playing the kind of role it played four years ago 
especially in florida and new hampshire i'm looking at these numbers i don't see a single state where he got 
much more than half of one percent of the vote if that could affect new hampshire if they finished like he did 
even and nada got one percent that might give bush the victory and he would affect new hampshire and 
affect the election not unusual though to see a third party candidate decline after running pretty well the first 
time we saw that with ross perot uh we're seeing that probably throughout the nato going from 2000 maybe 
to 2004 but jeff and i were just talking for a bit about florida and we're thinking same with florida with 95 
percent of the precincts uh in if things ultimately go well for the president it's gotta give a big familial hug to 
his brother jeb bush and what will be interesting there is jeb bush who was embattled himself in that state 
leading up to his gubernatorial reelection campaign in 2002 ultimately pulled out a surprisingly big win that 
year winning by 13 percent if these numbers hold up they'll say this is a surprisingly big win and say the 
ground game worked particularly with evangelical christians in florida do you think it's close to four years ago 
that we're holding off because i lived in florida for 20 years with 95 percent in in a 5 lead that looks awful 
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in a 5 lead that looks awful those are 95 of the precincts reporting and some precincts are bigger than other 
precincts and that doesn't necessarily include the absentee ballots i don't think it necessarily includes the 
absentee they can still be counted here's the other interesting tweak of the 67 counties 15 of them are using 
electronic voting we don't know whether or not there will be issues because for many counties the first time 
they're doing it during early voting we did see some hiccups where computers had trouble linking up to the 
main central database so i'm not saying that's happened but i'm saying it's certainly an issue that both sides 
will look at especially since this is a state that was so close last time you're saying we could reach seven 
o'clock tomorrow morning in florida not no we can hand off to the team and have neither side at least 
concede you agree with that well i think that that's what democrats may be telling themselves right now um 
but i'm just saying that that that spread with that percent of precincts in i'm just going on on past performance 
of states that is an awfully big spread to make up even with these explanations now i agree we got to hold off 
we got to wait we got to see other votes not being reported that's just a lot of people i want to remind our 
viewers what jeff pointed out at the very beginning when we started our broadcast seems like a long time 
ago 7 p.m eastern if both of these candidates hold on to the states they captured the last time george w bush 
has a certain advantage because the states he carried the last time are have increased population so the 
shift in population gives him a certain advantage right now because florida may not matter if kerry wins ohio 
and splits the upper midwest what wolf is saying is if you put allocate every state the way they did in 2000 
bush got 271 electoral votes last time this time to be 278 florida has a couple more votes other sun belt 
states do the frost belt has lost electoral votes and i think new york and illinois so kerry we said this hours 
ago and everybody's known this for weeks kerry needs something substantial from the bush list to become 
president like new hampshire for example would be a good start for him a start but it wouldn't do it 
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him a start but it wouldn't do it ohio would do it uh colorado would do it the only other interesting thing he 
could do without without ohio is hold on to the 20 and maybe grab nevada and colorado together to give our 
viewers a tennis analogy we're going to see who breaks serve first actually and and that's a pretty good 
analogy very nice it's very nice no one has no one has broken serve yet it's an analogy all of us can relate in 
new york anderson cooper anderson cooper is with us uh and you're looking at some initiatives uh their 
referenda that's right there's some interesting initiatives happening in various states around the union there 
are 11 states in the union today voting on whether or not to ban gay marriage various amendments or 
propositions different names but it's all the bottom line to ban gay marriage and in some cases eliminate 
some of the rights from civil unions 10 of the 11 states so far we can project have voted to the people have 
voted to ban gay marriage in that state the only state at this point we cannot uh project is oregon if you look 
over here right now yes 52 no 48 yes would be a vote to ban it but only 39 of the precincts are in in oregon 
but 10 of the 11 states uh in this union have voted to ban gay marriage and eliminate some of the rights for 
civil unions wolf you know that's a fascinating i guess it's a statement and where the country stands right now 
on this issue of same-sex marriage and we want to point out anderson both of these candidates said they 
oppose same-sex marriage although both seem to indicate including the president to our own larry king that 
they support civil unions for gays and lesbians that's right and especially just in the last couple of days uh 
president bush gave some interviews in which he said he did support uh civil unions so that is certainly not 
uh the case in the republican party platform he told you that a few months ago yeah you know oregon was 
the only hope that those who support same-sex marriage had in defeating in oregon has had a history of 
defeating some of these pushes against gay 
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some of these pushes against gay marriage and gay rights and so oregon was really the only hope and in 
addition to these 11 the other interesting thing is we had states like missouri and louisiana earlier in the uh in 
the process hold votes during their primaries to ban same-sex marriage jeff what state is the most 
independent the most that we're one year it's republican four years later that's a very good question um well 
in terms of swing states up until recently missouri always voted with the winner ohio was a state that's 
always up for grabs those two in terms of maverickness though you have to go to a state like maine which 
gives which gave ross perot a huge i think they gave him a single biggest percentage of the vote you look at 
some of those western states a state like minnesota that elects jesse ventura governor people who flirt with 
third-party counselors right so but in terms of who of who moves back and forth uh i think missouri is moving 
out of that category now and i think so ohio looks like one of those states and florida and when did it used to 
be his maine goes so goes the nation was that roosevelt even before our time [Laughter] who used to be his 
main goal so goes governor independent governor angus king who was elected governor of maine jesse 
ventura they used to have a caucus of the non-democratic non-republican governors that get together and 
have a news conference you know that's right i mean basically what you have here more seriously is you've 
had a shift over the last generation the rock rib republic in new england has moved except for new 
hampshire solidly into the democratic camp and the solid democratic south has moved almost solidly into the 
republican camp and the republicans benefit from that in pure electoral terms the southwest has become well 
southwest has been traditionally republican and the democrats are looking to think maybe with a hispanic 
vote that they can break through there that's one thing we're going to be looking at later tonight new mexico 
was super close last time and that could be uh one of those that you start to see i want to just point out to our 
viewers erskine bowles the former white house chief of staff who served under president clinton 
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who served under president clinton running a second time for the senate in north carolina we haven't 
projected who's going to win in this contest but we're told he may be getting ready to concede erskine bowles 
lost the last time to elizabeth dull now he's running against richard burr and it looks like he's getting ready to 
concede are you surprised by that jeff well that was a that was a tight race once again you're talking about a 
democrat running in an increasingly red state in a presidential year and even though coattails don't work the 
way they used to there is a you just are building in a difficulty when you have to overcome an eight or a ten 


or in some states a fifteen or twenty point uh break for the president and that's the seat that john edwards is 
giving up a democratic seat that would be a pickup for the republicans so when senator frist the senate 
majority leader said he thought they were going to gain seats he may well be right if he's not conceding that's 
the unhappiest winner i have ever seen those faces behind him are not very happy either well remember that 
uh bill clinton was brought into the race and bowles served as his chief of staff and whereas the race was 
very close when everything is said and done it may have been the specter of clinton and the ads that burr the 
republican candidate ran that showed the two of them close together that may have uh that may have hurt 
erskine bowles in this race another reason why mr bells may not look too happy is he he is an extremely 
wealthy man and he poured several million of his own dollars into the senate race and i think that would 
make any candidate unhappy to spend that much money and lose is just not a happiness inducing moment 
but when the president the republican presidential candidate does that well in a state like north carolina or 
south carolina a lot of democrats thought inez tenenbaum had a pretty good shot at that race and clearly she 
didn't have a very good shot she might have a good better shot if bush wasn't carrying south carolina as 
decisively as he clearly was and the popular vote is very indicative of the electoral vote well let's show her 48 
appears in this era of the evening to be 
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appears in this era of the evening to be at least not as bright carl yeah that's about right britt uh the kerry 
campaign senior aides were very laid back optimistic upbeat earlier today and now they're getting very busy 
uh not quite frantic but clearly concerned and there has been something of a change not only in their body 
language but also in the description of things florida they now say is admittedly quite close but they look 
across the country and they think that most of the other battleground states are going quite well for them and 
in ohio to sort of complement and extrapolate from some of the stuff that michael barone was talking about 
the kerry campaign points to stark county a republican county and they say that a couple of hours ago they 
were actually leading even though there was a very very small percentage of the vote in from there franklin 
county a predominantly democratic county in ohio where al gore won last time around by about 4 000 votes 
the kerry campaign now says that they're up about 25 000 votes a significant increase in the gore margin of 
four years ago and they point to that as a very positive sign nonetheless uh you were talking about when we 
might be able to predict this in talking to two top operatives for the kerry campaign one for the kerry 
campaign i should say in ohio and the other one for americans coming together this very large uh 527 
special interest group run out of washington by harold hickeys and company that has really been a profound 
important effect for democrats on the ground in ohio both of them say they don't expect any of the networks 
to come close to making a call until at least 1 30 this morning so they're gonna so those those folks for the 
democrats who are watching the ground game they don't think it's going to be determinable for at least 
another hour and a half too all right carl will you please tell them that that's past my bedtime and that they'll 
need to you know get on with it i'm sure that'll be a big consideration for them yeah i'm sure all right carl 
thanks very much stay warm we'll be back to you soon in the meantime let's check in with carl's counterpart 
on the bush campaign our senior white house correspondent jim angle jim what do they say about ohio down 
there brett i don't have any more encouraging news for you on that bedtime hour uh they do believe it will be 
an hour hour and a half before we get word on some of these places but they do think that they are doing 
better in ohio obviously than the democrats think they 
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obviously than the democrats think they are i've had various numbers from people over the last hour or so up 
170 000 in ohio up 80 thousand ohio they think they're doing quite well and doing well uh even in areas 
where they weren't expected to do that well they also have all but but said they've got florida uh that with 92 
percent or more of the vote being counted they do not believe it is possible for the democrats to now pull out 
a win in florida there are too few precincts left to count too much of a lead for the president they think they 
have florida in their column now so things are looking up a bit for them here they're still watching of course 
ohio and looking for some of the other midwestern states but even there it still appears to be a dog fight but 
that will take another hour or hour and a half so bedtime's not looking good about that but we continue to 


have hope and uh who knows vote tabulations can come pouring in at a great rate and we will watch for 
them jim let us know if you have anything further from them that particularly something that strikes you is 
incredible always helpful let's take a break we'll be back shortly [Music] on point throughout the afternoon as 
those exit polls were coming in and here at cnn we never reported what those exit polls uh were showing 
although we certainly knew what was going on people all over basically knew although we always recognize 
that these are polls and polls can be accurate they don't necessarily always wind up being accurate but this 
mood shift that you've seen are you ready to say that the white house officials based on what you're hearing 
are optimistic now that he's going to be reelected some of them would say they're optimistic others would say 
they are more optimistic it depends on who you talk to and exactly when you talk to them some get off the 
phone calls from ohio and they're a bit nervous someone else makes a phone call 10 minutes later and they 
feel a little better they're watching the results coming in wisconsin estate the president heavily targeted 
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estate the president heavily targeted they're quite happy about that they're a little disappointed from what 
they see in the results in iowa so far they're still hoping that the precincts still out perhaps bring things their 
way so it can depend literally from minute to minute how it goes here but the mood is much better than it was 
at seven and eight o'clock and one thing they're complaining about wolf is that we did not call any states 
based on those exit polls but what the white house would say is that cnn and other news organizations 
they're certainly not singling cnn out that the tone of the coverage is influenced by what we think we see in 
the exit polls they say that after this much like four years ago and they're certainly hoping we don't have a 
recount we don't go on forever but what the bush campaign is already saying tonight is that we're going to be 
looking at our exit polls again even if we do clean all this up tonight and saying something went wrong all 
right john king thanks very much we'll be checking back with you could be a long night for you for the 
president for all of us for the american people as well let's take a look and see what the the the results are 
with 97 percent of the precincts reporting in florida bush with 52 of the vote 3.5 million kerry with 47 percent 
of the vote 3.2 million approximately 300 000 spread right there ralph nader 30 000 votes a lot less than he 
came up with last time he had almost 95 000 the last time in ohio another key battleground state with 64 of 
the precincts reporting the president is a top with 52 percent of the vote 1.8 million kerry with 48 1.7 milliona 
hundred thousand hundred twenty thousand or so votes separating the two sixty four percent still to go judy 
woodruff is going to help us uh better understand at the cnn election analysis center what we know and what 
we don't know judy well wolf there's still a number of these states outstanding but what i do want to share 
with you is that a well-placed source inside the kerry campaign is telling me that they think they have lost 
florida to george w bush there is no state in which i think the democrats have invested more emotion more 
energy more effort so if this bears out it is obviously an enormous 
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bears out it is obviously an enormous disappointment for the kerry campaign this is not official we are not 
calling florida cnn is not calling florida yet but as you just showed on the boards a minute ago wolf you and 
jeff we do have a lot of the vote in florida in from all over the state george bush has done well in the so-called 
i-4 corridor the orlando to tampa area and even though the democratic vote is high in the south it does now 
appear the kerry campaign pessimistic about the chance that those late counting absentee ballots and the 
rest of it are going to push george w bush pushed john kerry over the top they've known all along florida was 
tough the president's brother is the governor they know the republicans have an outstanding organization in 
florida but believe me you know we know they put their heart into it so if this bears out it is an enormous 
disappointment having said that they are still looking to other parts of the country they're still very much 
looking to ohio feeling good cautiously optimistic about ohio they're still looking of course at wisconsin 
minnesota iowa they still see a way to win but i would say the mood i'm hearing from the kerry people and i'd 
like to get candy crowley to confirm this is somewhat the mirror opposite of what we just heard john king say 
from the white house where the the bush people were down now they're a little more up in terms of the carry 
people they were up they're not so much down but they are realistic that some of these states are still out 
there and they're waiting in florida judy with about 97 of the precincts reporting about a 300 000 spread in 


favor of the president 52 to 47 with that kind of information with the exit polls and the raw numbers that are 
coming in why can't we project the winner in florida yet because wolf the spread is just not far big enough 
and we don't want to take any chances we do look at the exit polls and john was just talking about some 
unhappiness 
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was just talking about some unhappiness with the exit polls but we're not making calls tonight in states where 
it is anywhere anything like close unless we have sample precincts and unless we have the raw vote and 
and that's what we're waiting for we're waiting for some hard numbers and a comfortable spread so that we 
know when we make that projection it's a projection that is real and that is based on the best uh information 
that we have and the best knowledge in terms of you know folks again here in our election analysis center 
who've been covering politics and watching elections for years and years we don't want to be in a position of 
going out on a limb and calling or projecting a state and then turning around and having to pull it back that 
was a very painful lesson that we learned four years ago nobody wants to go through that again all right judy 
woodruff we'll be getting back to you you wanted us to talk to candy crowley well candy crowley is joining us 
now from boston with a little uh insight what the kerry people are saying kenny well honestly it depends on 
which one you talk to i asked about the mood they said well it's one of anticipation uh this that you know 
before they were it it was more upbeat um obviously this is a more realistic look they said look we always 
knew this would be close i think there was more um eager anticipation earlier on in the night i mean they say 
look we're still going to win ohio we're still going to win minnesota we're still going to win wisconsin we're still 
going to win uh iowa i asked about new mexico um they said well we'll you know it's going to be a late night 
new mexico but we'll still win there so there is a you talk to others and it's more couched they'll say well you 
know i still expect we'll win this i expect we'll win that um so they obviously there's there's sort of a tonal 
difference but what they're saying is we still expect to you know to win these things uh florida they have 
considerably dialed back the the lingo on that um i think they're 
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the lingo on that um i think they're watching these numbers they know they're not that many more votes out 
so florida they seem to have come to terms with others they still insist they're going to win including ohio and 
they base it again on a lot of democratic areas in dayton around columbus around cincinnati which they say 
have not come in yet those are democratic votes they still feel very strongly that they'll win ohio and the 
senator is where is he where is he watching all of this candy he's at his home here in boston watching at 
some point he is expected to come down here there's a crowd gathered here so they will expect if there's a 
definitive result sometime tonight that he'll come down but right now he's up at his uh at his home in boston 
with his wife and family candy crowley reporting from boston we'll be checking back with you thank you very 
much uh let's uh let's take a look at uh and bring in the chairman of the bush cheney campaign mark rosco 
there he is right there the former governor of montana governor thanks very much for joining us give our give 
our viewers your assessment of what's happening in in ohio right now well it's trending obviously it has been 
all night in the right direction from our perspective i think there's about five points and it's been that way 
almost since the very beginning of the vote count cleveland is in in my understanding and franklin county is 
almost completely in and as a consequence of that we're we're very hopeful that there's still about um 35 to 
40 percent of the vote left to be counted uh but we think it's moving obviously in the right direction a couple of 
other news organizations have already projected florida will go in your column for the president we have not 
yet been able to project that what do you sense right now i assume you think florida is going to be a bush win 
yeah i do um when you total up the number of votes that are still left outstanding it doesn't make up for the 
margin that's there it's quite a significant change from 2000 obviously when there were 537 votes ultimately 
that separated 
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were 537 votes ultimately that separated the two candidates but at the end of the day when you take a look 
at how we performed with latinos and hispanics and with people all throughout the entire state i think that we 
feel pretty good about florida at this moment in time you know i'm the son of a coach wolf and i'm always 
reticent to dance in the end zone until they've called the final whistle mark what do you make of the other 
states how does this outcome look to you very close very close i i do think obviously new hampshire's still up 
in the air and that's probably a state that we're keeping a very that is a state we're keeping very close eye on 
it looks good for us in wisconsin and we think in new mexico and you add that to the other bush states that 
were depending upon nevada colorado and take a look at what's left then is iowa and michigan that are the 
large um the large target states and at the end of the day even without new hampshire even without 
wisconsin and new mexico we're obviously still in a very good position but um we've been competitive all 
night long in both wisconsin and new mexico leading not that many points separate us in iowa that's still 
something that's not out of reach but we think that probably the brightest prospects are in in iowa or in 
wisconsin and in new mexico yeah go ahead carlos governor this is carlos watson do you expect any of the 
automatic recount provisions in any of these states to kick in meaning that the race is so close in a state less 
than one percent that we'll see an automatic recount you know i don't know the answer to that question i 
think though when i had the chance to spend some time privileged to spend some time with larry king a 
couple of nights last week we talked about this topic of voter registration and fraud that might be present and 
difficulties surrounding election counts across the country and i think at that moment in time i said that i did 
not expect that there was going to be a wholesale problem across the country because people had worked 
so hard to build the confidence of the american people and to do the right things and i think 
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and to do the right things and i think that has borne itself out tonight there certainly are always human errors 
here and there but we have not seen the kind of difficulties that some were were predicting at the end of the 
day in florida when you think about the potentially contested ballots that they've been talking about 
throughout the course of the evening they wouldn't make up the distance so i can't see that there's just an 
automatic recount there so i don't know which states that might be a possibility and i haven't seen one of 
those states present itself yet this evening governor i was going to say governor rosco do you think we'll 
know tonight or in the early hours of the morning who will be the next president of the united states you know 
i really do i think we're going to know florida here before too long it won't be long after that where we'll have a 
beat on ohio and then i think the other states will follow rather rapidly nevada and colorado i think give me a 
southern state that kerry has a chance to carry tonight they want none maybe in northern state but that 
doesn't have to do with republican and democrats what is it well it has to do with john kerry versus bill clinton 
it has the difference between i mean you've got to get somebody that understands the culture of the 
southeast or the culture of the midwest yeah exactly and again this isn't this is not saying that a democrat 
cannot win in the southeast any more than it is northern democrat went in the south it depends on who that 
northern i don't know but i want to tell you what even though i'm a red sox cap fan i wouldn't be do you have 
anywhere if i were his political director i wouldn't be having warren but try to imagine i'll give you a couple 
minutes because everybody should do this think of a northern democrat who could do well in the red states 
it's hard you could come up with a midwestern democrat i think we should all think of it we're going to go to 
commercial come back and think of some names because i think this is a redundant fact of american life that 
we're divided north and south like we were in the civil war we'll be back we'll talk about a not surprising map 
that we're looking at again tonight north and south divided back in a moment from democracy plaza [Music] 
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[Music] [Applause] we don't talk about them publicly are flying over the internet every political operative every 
political junkie knows them people are lining up and saying what went wrong you must have been getting a 
lot of frantic phone calls um but are you saying that in any way affected how people voted you know i don't 
know the answer to that i i know that um because i grew up and voted out west that naturally we always paid 
attention and listened to what was taking place in other parts of the country and we were two hours behind 
and sometimes i believed that what was happening what was being predicted which seemed to be so 


accurate for so long sometimes would influence the choices that voters would make after they got off work 
and whether or not they'd go forward and vote and so even though it may not impact a presidential race and i 
have no way of knowing that i can tell you plainly that it impacts races up and down the ballot and so we've 
got to get it right somehow or simply not use it as a tool in this process and i've sensed that the people in the 
media who would like to have this tool available to them are somewhat disappointed this evening as well all 
right governor roscoe thanks for spending a few moments with us on this night governor rosco the chairman 
of the bush cheney campaign the former governor of montana let's move over and bring in the other side 
right now mike mccurry is joining us from kerry headquarters a senior advisor to john kerry former white 
house press secretary give us your latest understanding of what's happening for example in florida and ohio 
well i think you've summarized it pretty well it's obviously very very close in florida but beyond looking beyond 
florida the kerry campaign is obviously awaiting the results in ohio minnesota iowa and wisconsin states 
where we feel we have an excellent chance of winning and very strong organizations that are reporting to us 
that they are producing a fabulous vote for senator kerry i think particularly in ohio and listening to chairman 
the chairman right now the only way the electoral 


01:38:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=5880s 





right now the only way the electoral math works well for him as if ohio is in the republican column we don't 
think that's where it's going to be wolf by the end of the evening or is now very soon into the morning 
because we think ohio is going to go to the carry column and then that opens up a lot of possibilities on the 
electoral math that favor senator kerry so we're waiting here very confident in the work that we've been doing 
on the ground and looking forward to the results we're going to hear mike if you if there's an if if you win ohio 
and lose florida what will be your key what will you look at to win this for your candidate well then you go to 
those upper midwest states where we've campaigned extraordinarily hard minnesota wisconsin and iowa 
that's where you know we spent a fair amount of time in the last two weeks of the campaign the reports we're 
getting from our organizations and each of those three states are very very positive and i think that's of 
course that would make a big big difference in the outcome right there what about michigan we haven't 
projected a winner in michigan yet because we don't have enough information yet mike what are you hearing 
about michigan um the last report i've had is a very favorable one i think we've been looking at some of those 
states where we campaigned harder but i think we're very confident about the work that we're doing on the 
ground in michigan the reports there about turnout particularly in the detroit area have been very good and 
matching frankly what we're hearing everywhere you know that one of the obvious stories tonight is the 
extraordinary number of americans who went out and voted today they clearly were motivated to participate 
and we felt from the very beginning that if turnout inched towards 120 million closer to 120 million than 110 
million that it would be a very good night for senator kerry and he would likely wind up as president-elect 
mike this is carlos watson in the last couple of hours before polls closed other than senator Kerry's satellite 
interviews that he did i think joe lockhart said with about 38 different stations was there anything else unusual 
that you did that you maybe did not do in 2000 


01:40:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exqVsam-cQ&t=6000s 





did not do in 2000 well you you mentioned the big difference since your earlier discussion about the impact 
of these exit polls you know we didn't sniff that glue we said you know we've got to work very very hard and 
continue to campaign right up to the very end senator kerry sat in that chair and talking to the voters across 
the country for almost four hours precisely because we didn't want to listen to that information that came in 
early it's just we don't know how reliable it is what's more reliable is what we hear from those very talented 
organizers that we've had on the ground getting the vote mobilized and getting people to the polls that's 
that's who we trust and then ultimately the final count that we begin to get uh when the votes are actually 
counted and looking at all of that data which is the important data we said we think we're going to have a 
very good night now into the morning and we're very confident that at the end of this when the votes are 
counted john kerry is going to be elected president mike mccurry is confident mark roscoe is confident 
everyone is confident but we'll have to wait and see who's going to be more confident when all of the voting 
is in let's go over to paula zahn she's watching all of this together with the crossfire gang paula thanks wolf 


and we're trying to get a sense of where this election stands now in advance of calling florida how do you 

see it james oh i think senator carey's gonna draw an inside straight here uh i uh can he do it it's possible uh 
but i think it's time to acknowledge that the president has a superior hand in this election right now uh senator 
kerry uh senator kerry obviously is going to have to carry uh ohio i've been on the phone been talking to 
steve burchetti who's who's up there very very smart guy you know says as weighted he can uh he obviously 
has to hold every state you know he'll have to hold all but a few states if he does but the key is is ohio and uh 
judy reported uh and and i think that some validity to that that decarey people are very pessimistic about 
florida and uh so we're in a situation here where like 
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so we're in a situation here where like i say senator kerry needs to draw he needs to draw an inside straight 
if he's going to win this election how does it look for the president i think james is right and i would say that 
james and paul and a lot of other people in the democratic party were wrong about how unpopular they 
thought george w bush was he was unpopular with the people they talked to and he was unpopular with the 
with the uh with the people who are activists in the democratic party and and liberals but he wasn't that 
unpleasant his approval ratings were below fifty percent going into this that's right isn't it unusual harry 
truman's was below fifty percent very often bill clinton's were below fifty percent before he was real but but 
the but the interesting thing is uh that the republic that the democratic party now has a terrible burden which 
it won't admit and that is the burden of the solid south it was a burden that for much of our history the 
republican party uh carried they would start every election with the democratic party and a huge advantage 
with the whole south now the republicans they win every southern state erskine bowls the former chief of 
staff loses in north carolina for the second straight election they may pick up five senate seats from the south 
you have in the democratic party a southern exposure problem what about the southern existence well it's 
okay and how it relates to the numbers we're looking at it's it's a cultural problem democrats are being seen 
increasingly as liberal on social issues of gay marriage uh abortion rights uh gun control and if i can come 
found the problem you know that's okay in the south because the democrats have solid west coast of solid 
east coast but it's also bleeding into the midwest i mean missouri was never even seriously i shouldn't say 
never it wasn't in play for the last month or so of the campaign because of those same social cultural issues 
uh what's been interesting to me is to watch people voting against their own economic interests a lot of 
middle class and lower middle class voters voting for president bush because they believe in him on those 
social issues 
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issues a whole lot of well-off people who are voting for senator kerry even though senator kerry wants to 
raise taxes if he becomes president on the rich uh so those social cultural issues cut hard against democrats 
uh among middle-class voters democrats have a rural problem and it is you you can't look at these last two 
elections i mean one thing that you can't do after these last two elections is stick your head in the sand first 
you got to acknowledge that there's a problem there and it's going to be if i hope senator kerry carriers are 
higher let me let me just say that for anybody before go too far into this uh i've drawn some inside straights in 
my life i hope that he does but there's going to have to be an assessment of how democrats can do better in 
a rural vote now ii i completely agree with you if senator kerry loses ohio though what does it tell us this is 
this is a candidate who spent a lot of money perhaps more money on advertising in ohio than any other state 
in the campaign dozens of dozens of visits 230 000 manufacturing jobs lost during the bush administration 
you know it tells us that the party if you go into an election and as unified as we were with the money that 
that that we had if you go in in this economy with this war going you win three debates and you lose the 
election we might have to reassess things and maybe it would be good short of victory senator kerry needs 
21 according to our projections with a dwindling field of states in which to find them now here's the state of 
the electoral vote count with 270 needed to win our cbs news estimate is uh that george bush has at least 
246 carry has 199. here's how the popular vote stands at this hour these are votes actually in and counted 
uh bush leading carry about 51 to 48 percent still no presidential uh turnovers if you look at our map looking 
at the map the bush states in red the blue states backing senator kerry no 
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as you can see george bush has a three-point lead over john kerry that's in the so-called national match-up 
the horse race it really comes down to individual states however and these are the states that are too close 
and too early to call in ohio 70 percent of the vote is in 152 000 vote margin for george bush over john kerry 
in florida almost 100 percent of the vote has been counted so far the bush people are feeling much more 
confident about florida even though there are more than a half million and a half absentee ballots to be 
counted they think they'll get that state wisconsin about half of the precincts have been counted thus far and 
john kerry has a slight lead over george bush in minnesota about 43 percent of the precincts have been 
counted thus far and john kerry has a slight lead there as well those are two critical states for him new 
mexico which went in the democratic column four years ago two-thirds of the votes have been counted 
although we have been told by josh mankowitz it may be tomorrow morning before we know what the final 
tally is there as you can see george bush has a slight lead in new mexico they were determined not to lose at 
this time 40 of the precincts in michigan the lead is 41 000 votes for john kerry that's a state he is desperate 
to hang on to he can't give up to george bush this could be the critical state it is the state of iowa the field of 
dreams or the field of heartbreak uh john kerry now has a slight lead over george bush carl roman 
companies think that they have a superior get out the vote operation they're especially in the rural areas 
where the cultural conservatives are and new hampshire just 7 200 votes separating these two men john 
kerry is from next door in massachusetts he won in new hampshire but george bush who lost there four 
years ago to john mccain spent a lot of time in new hampshire 
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spent a lot of time in new hampshire they don't want to give up new hampshire and its handful of electoral 
votes so what does this mean for the map at this hour well we're going to show that to you right now [Music] 
there you are keep your eye on those white slate gray states in the upper midwest from ohio okay we're 
going to make a call in the state of oregon oregon nbc news projects in that state that john kerry is the winner 
of seven electoral votes that means it stays in the column that al gore had four years ago we have not moved 
the needle and we'll be watching very closely to see how these states develop as this day turns into night 
and we go into additional hours mike you have mike you had a reputation when you were press secretary of 
president clinton of giving him the cold hard facts in a direct manner now tell us what you have to do i mean 
look where the president is 237 electoral votes what is what does mr kerry your candidate have to do now or 
you're going to have to deliver some cold hard facts to him well we're going to have to win ohio and then 
minnesota iowa and wisconsin are going to have to come in the way we think our they will come in because 
of our strong organization uh absent that we're going to have to look to some of those western states but 
that's really the formula and the formula has been i think peter pretty clear given where we've been 
campaigning and how hard we've been working look i'll i'll tell you one thing i'm sure that you've reported 
already tonight that we've worked right up until the very end doing uh interviews with television stations 
around the country precisely because we wanted to make sure we turned out a very large vote in those 
states that are so critical in the upper midwest and then out west so we're going to be watching those results 
very very closely as this long evening continues we have indeed reported that your candidate tonight i think 
spoke to 33 different local television stations in the upper midwest what sort of shape is he in after all that 
well he said he took energy as the 
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well he said he took energy as the campaign went on when john kerry is one of the most fiercely competitive 
candidates that i've ever seen and almost as the the hours got longer and the work got harder he took 
energy from that and all along the way i think he finished about as strong as you can finish uh and just really 
as the evidence sitting in that chair for four hours this afternoon was determined to do his very best to reach 
the voters of america mike tell us about the the uh the good luck barn jacket which the president is scared 
the senator is wearing i'm sure that all voters in the country got very used to that muster color barn jacket 
that's a good luck jacket that goes all the way back to the iowa caucus that brought him victory on the night 


of that caucus and i think he wore it right up to the end knowing and hoping that it would make him the 
president-elect we still think that's going to be the lucky jacket of the evening and what did he have in the 
pockets uh he had a buckeye from ohio a four-leaf clover and a guitar pick from bruce springsteen that's 
about as much luck as one can have and have you ever seen a bigger a bigger campaign event than the one 
that senator kerry did with brief spring scene did you ask yourself a little bit did spring stream get him here 
did the candidate get him here well that was extraordinary it was a it was a big turnout but you know that was 
about the enthusiasm we see from young people who apparently have turned out very large numbers tonight 
uh that that was really an anthem to the the change that america wants i think throughout this country 
obviously a very close election that enough people are willing to say we really need to change the direction 
of this country that's what they were out there for in addition to listening to great music okay now finally i do 
not expect you to give us any bad news at this particular occasion but tell us the one thing that you've looked 
at tonight which really pleases you in terms of the results so far the one thing that pleases us is well two 
things the extraordinary increase in the number of democrats who are willing to help the party financially 
we've built a very strong financial base for this party they'll be really important as 
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party they'll be really important as john kerry begins to govern and begins to fight for his agenda and then the 
second thing is the large number of people who are voting peter that it's extraordinary that this number this 
percentage of americans have turned out paid close attention to the issues and have gone to vote i think that 
speaks well to our democracy and i think probably the bush campaign would join in in applauding that 
outcome mike mccurry of the kerry campaign thanks very much for joining us from boston this evening just 
remind people when they look at the map now that so far on this map the red states and the blue states 
there's a whole debate about whether or not we should have even chosen red and blue in the first place 
these are the same states as were in this position in the year 2000 so in run respects nothing totally dramatic 
has happened yet george stephanopoulos in order to alter the outcome from 2000. it's amazing they're 
following almost an exactly the same pattern that they fell in 2000 and you know they're in exactly the same 
pattern right now and mike mccurry was quite honest there he basically said that john kerry has to have a big 
change from 2000 in order to win this race he must win the state of ohio he's got to win ohio he's got to win 
michigan he's got to win wisconsin minnesota and iowa well yes and not so sure about what michigan no 
michigan still you know he has to win that that's right and of course he's also hoping for washington and 
oregon hawaii new hampshire that can get him up to 278 electoral votes but then president president bush if 
he flipped over new mexico could bring it down to 271 the margin could come to those tiny states new 
mexico new hampshire but in order to get there john kerry has to start out by winning ohio and those states 
in the upper midwest let me go back to reality here this is the electoral vote of reality here mr bush 237 carry 
188 just just a little couple things i realized that may not be the most important issues of the day mike 
mccurry talked about getting out young people two things have happened this year which really happened in 
the democratic primaries the raising of money on the internet which howard dean struck gold and the 
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which howard dean struck gold and the extraordinary participation of young people in the primary campaign i 
wonder if that works for the democrats in the upper midwest well that's going to be one of the big numbers 21 
of the people said moral values was most important to them as they made their decision today about the 
same number as mentioned the economy and a bit more than the 18 who mentioned terrorism in their 
answers and voters who picked moral values well they overwhelmingly voted today for george w bush 78 
percent went for the president just 19 percent of them voted for john kerry moral values were especially 
important today to one key component of the president's base white evangelical protestants they turned out 
to vote they made up more than one in five voters today these voters were especially likely to mention moral 
values fully three-quarters of them voted for bush now to the issue you just mentioned gay marriage both 
candidates were opposed to it officially but president bush made it more of an issue with his support for that 
constitutional anendment to ban it most voters today agreed that gay and lesbian couples should not be 
should not be allowed to legally marry only 27 percent favored gay marriage but another one-third approved 


of civil unions and 35 oppose any legal recognition of same-sex couples president bush won a huge majority 
in that last group so again the reds and the blues here tom thanks very much nbc's brian williams another 
state that stays in the column that it was in four years ago that's the state of montana we project that the 
three electoral votes in the state of montana will go to president bush no surprise there it's a big state not a 
lot of people uh just two senators and a congressman that adds up to the three electoral votes that will stay 
in montana so the needle has not moved yet from four years ago and we'll continue to keep our eye on 
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and we'll continue to keep our eye on ohio as i go now to my colleague nbc's campbell brown who's there 
with p diddy shawn who has a campaign called vote or die campbell that's right tom i am with p diddy a man 
known for many things but tonight for our purposes the man behind citizen change it is a nonpartisan 
nonprofit organization aimed at trying to get younger voters registered and out to the polls but i want to ask 
you because there's been a lot of hype surrounding your efforts the enthusiasm and the money frankly that 
you put toward it but if you look at our nbc exit poll tonight 17 of young voters voted in this election for what 
we can tell about the same as last time in 2000 is that disappointing i think it's a little bit deceiving this um 
effort has been extremely successful um beyond what we thought um the voter turnout overall is up and one 
of the turnouts that they thought would not go up was the youth voter turnout and we have exceeded all 
expectations we teamed up with mtv and choose to lose and we wanted to get 20 million youth voters out 
there we've exceeded that and for the first time in a long time almost one of the first times in history they're 
talking about the youth vote and the impact that it's having and you can tell by the polls the lines young 
people in lines through the colleges and in the inner cities on lines like never before and energy's just so 
incredible for them to be interested in this election so let's say the election ends early tomorrow morning and 
we will have an impact in ohio how do you sustain this this movement this energy beyond this election i think 
you have to take it day by day i think um that the process has been overly complicated to young voters and 
the thing with us is citizen change we try to simplify it to real life issues and the real power that they have in 
their vote well regardless of what happened it's a great project yeah it's been it's just it's been extremely 
successful we had non-partisan efforts so our purpose is to get the youth out to vote and we have done that 
in in ways that um that you don't have surpassed expectations so we're extremely happy and we want to 
thank all the young people out there for 
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all the young people out there for finally standing up and you know not being ignored p diddy good to have 
you here thanks for coming out tonight tom let's go back to you thanks very much uh nbc's campbell brown 
with p-diddy tonight his campaign called vote or die i'll be back in a moment talking with the democratic 
governor of the state of new mexico what's going to happen there and then republican leader of the house of 
representatives tom delay from democracy plaza more from decision 2004 after this [Music] you know i was 
once 170 is that realistic though it is it is a realistic strategy but look no republican has ever won the white 
house without winning ohio that is a cliche we repeat it a lot but it also happens to be true they've always 
said yes wisconsin and iowa if you look at the voting returns coming in right now the latest i brought up a few 
minutes ago i believe senator kerry has a narrow lead in both states that doesn't say much there's still a lot of 
precincts to count there it is possible the president could win wisconsin and iowa so yes they have a backup 
plan if they have to defy history but wolff they don't want to have to do that they do not want to put that 
backup plan to the test and again a lot of polls left open in ohio because the lines were so long both 
campaigns have people driving around and looking at who's in the line and then reporting back saying 
whether they think things are bad in this spring season not so bad in that precinct the bush team is saying 
their reports are encouraging they believe they will eat ohio out but they're a bit nervous that turnout 
operation in pennsylvania was run by the same people were running the democratic turnout operation in ohio 
in pennsylvania the democrats scored a huge success that's why the republicans are still a bit nervous about 
ohio john king thanks very much i suspect that john kerry is pretty nervous about ohio as well candy crowley 
is in boston over at the kerry campaign headquarters how nervous are they candy well look they say you 
know after florida fell it's a lot tougher right now looking 
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it's a lot tougher right now looking than it did before florida fell they still believe that their votes are not in in 
ohio now i get pushback on that when i talk to people on the republican side they say that's baloney we have 
in fact the urban vote which is largely democratic has already been counted largely in ohio obviously this is 
where the battle is going obviously so much depends they believe that john kerry's candidacy depends on 
ohio it gets so difficult after that particularly when you look at new mexico a former gore state which again the 
last i looked was up a couple of percentage points for for president bush so they obviously know this is now a 
tougher hill to climb and they are looking very forward to having ohio be called for kerry let's see if that 
happens candy crowley in boston will get back to you judy woodruff's over the cnn election analysis center 
uh we projected a win for the president in florida how did we do that judy well you can't say we weren't 
cautious wolf because we've waited until now 98 percent of the vote is in and counted in florida 94 of the 
precincts i'm told 98 percent of the vote there is a spread of i'm told 50 it's 51.9 percent uh for george w bush 
the president bush to 47.3 for john kerry uh the the the the bottom line is wolf that the possibility of an error is 
now so small the number of ballots that are out 500 thousand in order for john kerry to overtake uh president 
bush he would have to win something like 80 percent of those outstanding ballots and they don't believe that 
statistically possible there clearly are some ballots still out but they don't think it can change the results there 
now just quickly wolf ohio is a different story there are provisional and absentee ballots out standing in in 
ohio that could 
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standing in in ohio that could make a difference and so that one is still very much uh out and we're not ready 
to call that ohio still very much in play thanks very much judy we'll get back to you barack obama is going to 
be the next united states senator from illinois he's joining us now live from illinois congratulations mr obama 
thanks very much for joining us it's a sweet win for you uh but what about the president of the united states 
what do you sense is happening across the country well once again we've got an extraordinarily close 
election wolf and i think that it's going to take a little bit of time to sort out obviously ohio is important i think 
that we all knew that this was going to be a nail biter it is and you know i am still confident that john kerry can 
pull this out this politics is a team sport not an individual sport and so although my victory obviously is 
extraordinarily gratifying i'm still looking nationally to see what's going to happen because that will have an 
impact on my constituents here in illinois barack that's larry king what what committees would you like to 
serve on well you know a lot of it's going to depend on who's the president and who's controlling the majority 
because i think that that will dictate what seats are open i know that i would like to have a voice on those 
committees that allow me to do something concrete on health care and jobs two of the primary issues here in 
illinois and i would like to obviously have some voice in what is going to be a continuing challenge and 
minnesota wisconsin iowa some of those states that's where he's got to get him bob schieffer you're 
watching cbs news election news headquarters it isn't over bush has the advantage let's see where it goes 
from here round and round it goes where it stops nobody knows [Music] the democrat john kerry so that 
leaves us well it leaves us exactly where we've been since this morning just kidding be right back 
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this morning just kidding be right back stay tuned that we share as americans that we can build on but we 
have to start off working on that common ground as opposed to immediately uh trying to focus on those 
issues that divide us most deeply and and that would be advice i give democrats as well as republicans uh 
senator elect obama it's carlos watson congratulations thank you carlos um i wanted to ask you about some 
of the other senate races races that people thought were going to be close but republicans seem to have 
done well places like south carolina north carolina are you surprised that more of these a lot of us have noted 
and that is the participation of the young people and the participation being particularly high that i knew 
excited you well one of the reasons it's so exciting is that i think as a parent of a young person that they 
really feel connected to this election because they think their voices are being heard through blogs 
everybody can express an opinion and everybody can hear that opinion through the internet through the 


cable they are really connected to their own communication systems that we all now are beginning to use 
and i think that's made a big difference now many thanks linda douglas on capitol hill now let's go to john 
cochran who is at cheney headquarters in washington what's on your mind john as you've been watching the 
evening well since i'm at busch cheney headquarters i have to think of the president's odyssey over the past 
year privately about a year ago he was telling friends he thought this would be a tough election that he said it 
will be a lot less tough than the last election he said listen when i declared back in 1999 so many people 
thought i was stupid i didn't Know this i didn't know that every time i went out in public i was taking a chance 
somebody wanted to take a shot at me somebody wanted to say this rude from texas just isn't ready for the 
job he said i had to put up with that for a year and a half now i've been 
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for a year and a half now i've been president said four years i won't have to deal with that i'll have air force 
one it'll be somewhat easier however by the time super tears became earlier this year and it was clear that 
john kerry was going to be the candidate mr bush was saying privately he's going to be tough it's going to be 
the red states and the blue states will fight for what's in the middle he said i'm going to paint uh john kerry as 
blue as i can he's going to paint me as red as he can he expected a tough close election and he's got it 
earlier this evening here at busch cheney headquarters they were very worried they saw the exit polls they 
thought they were in trouble the actual vote counts came in and they're feeling a whole lot better here and 
over at the white house i think peter many thanks john cochran appreciate it and i'm going to get a quick 
minute from pierre thomas who covers terrorism for us from washington and and pierre this is not the final 
word i promise i'll come back to you in a little while but has it been as far as the listening point has gone a 
quiet night it has been extremely quiet i've been on the phone with officials all evening and they've been 
saying no news is good news the fbi had been shaking the trees looking for any evidence of a specific plot 
they were not able to find any peter and one official said we can breathe a sigh of relief but tomorrow 
morning we start worrying about the holiday season thanks very much pierre i promise i'll come back to 
before the evening is over but abc now wants to make another projection in the state of colorado with nine 
electoral votes abc news is now in a position to project that colorado a battleground state as late as october 
goes to mr bush mr bush gets the state of colorado in many parts of the country he gets colorado he'll tell 
that computer two ways from sunday in many parts of the country stay tuned now for your local news abc 
news on a national level we'll of course continue i'm peter jennings thanks for being with us senator u.s 
senator from california to be elected to full full three terms in office a very happy lady tonight now everyone in 
this room crossing their fingers for john kerry reporting live 
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fingers for john kerry reporting live from the marriott hotel in san francisco i'm jeff michael back to you all right 
results still coming in and still too close to call prop 66 the three strikes proposition let's go live on that to 
christina gonzalez who's at the yes on 66 headquarters in culver city christina and i'm laura diaz cbs news is 
projecting that john kerry has won california no surprise there california went to cary early the golden state 
gives the democrat challenger 55 electoral votes that's 20 percent of what he needs to win but it really 
comes down to the battleground states at this hour all eyes are on ohio now to the gaming propositions prop 
68 has been rejected by california voters that's according to the associated press 68 would have allowed slot 
machines in places other than indian casinos like horse tracks and card rooms associated press also 
reporting that voters said no to prop 70 which would have allowed for unlimited expansion of gambling on 
indian reservations tribes would have paid 8.84 percent of their net income to the state governor 
schwarzenegger campaigned to bury this proposition and tonight that effort has paid off for the governor well 
in the year 2000 a lot of people went to the polls and their name wasn't on the voter rolls so they said sorry 
you can't vote and nothing could be done there could be no rehabilitation of those people they were 
disenfranchised now as opposed as a result of federal legislation the help america vote act every state has 
to implement a procedure that if for some reason you're not on the polls they say okay here's a ballot vote 
we'll put it aside and we'll see if you should have been able to vote and if you should then they count that 
ballot at that time all right so if the two candidates are within 200 000 votes of each other in ohio tomorrow 


morning um we're going to see a lot of litigation hear a lot about the provision about well they're going to 
have to certify the boat they're going to have to start counting them they're going to have to sort them see if 
they're we're really really excited about florida and i i've got to say the mood around here about ohio the 
people who are looking at 
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about ohio the people who are looking at it county by county waiting to see the final numbers come out of 
hamilton county looking at what democrats were able to do in cuyahoga we feel that ohio is just about ready 
to be there we're very excited about that too if you went on a world trip tomorrow tucker and you've been on 
our show you've been so good on our show so many times if you want a royal trip you took that map with you 
and you're trying to explain that in turkey or try to explain it in australia or in china that map we just saw 
which shows the whole center part of the country in southern part red and the other part blue on the two 
coasts in the northeast how would you explain that difference to people outside this country well i i think we 
will unify around our next president whichever man is elected we feel real good about our chances obviously 
uh i i think it's we're it's a tapestry we're the the stars and stripes together make up a diverse and beautiful 
and strong country that's expressed itself powerfully with high turnout in the purest freest expression of a 
democracy it's a wonderful beautiful thing all americans can take pride winners and losers tonight in a 
peaceful election that uh moves forward this relatively young democracy uh in very turbulent times it's a story 
we can tell proudly and we got a better job to do of telling that story around the world and i know president 
bush wants to do that okay well said thank you very much for coming on the program tonight tucker rescue of 
the bush campaign thank you once again for coming up we have a special guest joining us right now with its 
three electoral votes president bush won that state by 25 percentage points excuse me 25 percent back in 
the year 2000 and that gives our total tally up till now 237 electoral votes going to president bush senator 
kerry with 188 electoral votes well now from a township in pennsylvania the president with 237 electoral 
votes john kerry with 188 electoral votes 270 
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john kerry with 188 electoral votes 270 the magic number of the blue states as you see are for kerry the red 
states are for bush another three another two states going for john kerry excuse me for going for president 
bush sanderson cooper is watching all these races as well as some other congressional races for us he's 
joining us now live anderson yeah wolf at this point uh let's take a look at the balance of power in the house 
211 republicans so far 181 democrats uh actually yes 211 180 democrats at this point we can say the 
republicans will retain control of the house of representatives we're still watching the senate i want to bring in 
amy walter the cook political report monitoring several of these uh these close races some of these 
interesting races in the house let's take a look at that uh over here if we can we're really looking at a six main 
house races that sort of give a sense of what's happening around the country well what we wanted to do is 
look at where some of these swing districts are now some of these are interesting parts of the country for the 
presidential race as well places in the northeast connecticut we were looking at two republican incumbents in 
a state that went for john kerry they're up there now let's take a look at this in connecticut rob simmons 
maintaining his seat also in connecticut christopher shays retaining his seat you know democrats are really 
hopeful that the northeast which is starting to now trend much more towards democrats at the national level 
was going to do the same at the congressional level that didn't happen big disappointment there for 
democrats texas texas a major story a lot of redistricting going on both of these are representatives frost is 
out and martin frost is one of the higher ranking members of the democratic leadership team redistricted into 
a very republican seat this is what texas the redistricting here means that democrats really started off back 
on their heels and really in a hole and try trying to dig out of that let's stay down here looking at kentucky uh 
some star power in this race yes george clooney's father uh running as a democrat a long time newscaster 
there uh 
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democrat a long time newscaster there uh not enough to to give him uh the lead not in a state that went so 
strongly for for george bush even clooney's name id and and you're right it was more than just he was 
george clooney's dad but as a long-time tv anchor he had his own personality and people knew him quite 
well but that just wasn't enough in a tough tough state as you look at this pennsylvania race and also the 
arizona race republicans uh winning on both of those what do you see what jumps out i see that these are 
two swing districts again both were held by republicans that the eighth district is an open seat this is bucks 
county pennsylvania county and the suburban philadelphia area that had been going for republicans for a 
long time it is moving but unfortunately for democrats they couldn't do that do any better there fitzpatrick 
winning quite handily and in arizona where rick renzi the republican incumbent won very narrowly narrowly 
last time in a very swing district looks like he's going to have a big win on his part he ran a very very good 
strong campaign so these six races giving a sense of what is going on around the country right now 
republicans we can project at this point retaining control in the house wolff anderson and amy thank you very 
much let's bring in the speaker of the house of representatives dennis hastert from illinois cnn is projected mr 
speaker you will remain the speaker of the house of representatives we are projecting no great surprise to 
you that the republicans will be in the majority go ahead and give us your reaction well thank you wolfie of 
course i always have one more election to go to be speaker but uh we hope that we can put that over the 
board i i'm pleased we had some great pickups this year this uh election we've had some tough races tight 
raises you talked about rick renzi in arizona he just worked hard went back to his district did the things he 
needed to do we also were pleasantly surprised in northern kentucky where we picked up a seat we still 
have people who care about stem cell research people who care about science as opposed to religion 
frankly you know i mean joe was talking earlier you went out to that republican convention and you took a 
stand and i 
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convention and you took a stand and i just wonder whether that's reflected anywhere in these results this 
kind of cultural positive argument from the from the liberal side well i mean the country is divided that when 
joe as i was saying was talking about faith it's not that kerry doesn't have faith when he was talking about it 
during the debates actually he was quite eloquent on it and he talked about faith in terms of other the other 
whereas george bush mostly talked about faith in terms of himself and what he did he personalized him you 
know gen and again i'm not i'm not knocking john kerry you're not saying john kerry should wear his faith on 
his sleeve i just know that a lot of people that know kerry have said that he doesn't talk about it very much 
and again george bush is always for better or for worse connected in the red states by talking about a very 
different kind of faith we got a call to make adidas we have a call to make in the senate contest in the state of 
colorado let's take a look ken salazar very interesting i don't think he was predicted to be ahead in this race 
genzales are the democrats defeating the much better known pete coors uh that's an interesting race in the 
balance of the fight for the balance of power in the senate you want to say something i i certainly do 
speaking of faith i was talking in politics earlier today i said i'm a libertarian sort of republican my kids and i 
watch south park we see a lot of things that other parents wouldn't let their kids watch you watch sopranos 
too of course but not with my kids right but whenever those coors commercials would come on during 
football games i'd always change the channel in front of my 15 16 year old kids and so i just i asked a friend 
out in colorado how does a guy who runs a company you know the whole twins commercial and basically 
sex and whatever else for for every college student how does he appeal to the republican conservative 
christian base and the answer was he doesn't and they were paying attention up in canada they also had 
these uh very body kind of events 
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uh very body kind of events to try to sell beer in canada and that got played back and filtered back to 
colorado the peat cores that used to do the commercials walking let's go let's go to an expert now who's got 
the numbers brian williams thank you it's a perfect time to ask you about when you look at the numbers 
today in the exit polls etc what are we learning about how people vote on their values well this is a real red 
blue area i'm about to take you through chris because so much of the debate in the campaign was about 


terrorism and the war in iraq and john kerry worked that very hard along with the economy yet in a surprise 
development this issue of moral values not necessarily coors commercials specifically but it's all 
encompassing moral values mentioned as frequently by voters as any of the above in polls leading up to the 
election we only heard from about 1 in 10 voters about this that moral values was important to them but 
today a full 21 percent said moral values was the most important issue to them as they made their decision 
today about the same number as mentioned the economy by the way more people than mentioned uh 
terrorism at 18 and voters who picked moral values as their own overwhelmingly voted today for george w 
bush 78 percent went for the president just 19 of the moral value vote if we can call that went for john kerry 
moral values were especially important today to get this hour um and uh wisconsin uh 24 000 vote margin for 
senator kerry with uh a lot of votes still out there that's widening uh that's whiting for kerry yeah okay all right 
let's move on here iowa 14 000 vote margin that's about what that was isn't it foreign actually it's a little down 
there yeah 76 of those in president closing slightly in this latest round president up now 
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latest round president up now by 14 000 votes in new mexico that's a more meaningful margin in the state 
the southern new mexico than it is in some of these other larger states uh that's what five electoral votes in 
mexico right now that's a little larger than the last time we all right and in nevada the president is trailing now 
by by what four five thousand votes four thousand plus votes um that's a that's an important swing statement 
and that number is wrong i i'm sure i think there's more than that in there yeah although that's you know that 
state's grown a lot and in new hampshire the president down by nine nine thousand votes with uh have they 
given it um have we we called new hampshire from execution we're just calling it now folks we have news i'm 
always the last to know these things i apologize these screens on television always know more than i do and 
they did this time so we now award new hampshire to carry that is the first switch the first red state to go blue 
not a blue state has yet gone red this was the one i think it's fair to say that the bush team thought it had the 
greatest chance of losing of the uh of the states they'd carried uh four years ago so so senator kerry picks up 
the what four four electoral votes in the state of new hampshire it bumps him up to 211 doesn't greatly 
enhance his chances of winning because redistricting had given him they say minnesota carry up there but a 
lot of a lot of votes still out you'd have to figure that with 124 000 vote lead he'd be in good shape so we're 
not ready to call it though i was just going to say about new hampshire it was a near tie last time the 
president won by what two electoral votes or something like that but his wide the states he carried ended up 
with seven more electoral votes so new hampshire alone can't even it but it helps it helps greatly everything 
helps at this point 12 30 at night everybody wants turnout been like in new mexico yeah okay 
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yeah okay i don't hear anything well we're sorry bill whitaker doesn't hear anything at the moment we'll try to 
come back to him in a moment but let's pause take a deep breath here it's coming up uh what 22 23 minutes 
of one o'clock uh in the east and so much has been happening this presidential race has been you know it's 
been cracking like a hickory fire for at least the last hour and a half or two hours with a lot of states falling in 
place according to our estimate but no one is saying that george bush is not going to win this election and if 
you had to bet the double wide right now you'd have to bet that he wins because by our estimate he has 246 
electoral votes john kerry has 207 with 270 needed to win we keep talking about ohio if you've been tuning in 
and out or you put the baby to bed or you went to pop the cap on an adult or otherwise beverage that we 
keep talking about ohio because there's 20 electoral votes and there's simply there's there's no way 
realistically that john kerry can win if he doesn't carry ohio but if he does carry ohio we keep saying this 
because it's important then it's advantage carry because he'll get ohio's 20 electoral votes and those would 
be takeaways from george bush's total the last time michigan wisconsin minnesota and iowa then became 
become key but those are the keys for john kerry coming from behind if indeed he is to come from behind 
and win now cynthia bowers is in columbus what do official estimates tell you that when all the votes are 
counted what are we going to know tonight and when are we going to know it well despite what karen 
hughes says and joe lockhart says both claiming ohio for their individual camps the secretary of state says 


they won't have the votes count until three or four and that's when they'll feel confident making a call bush is 
still maintaining with 80 percent of the vote in 4 which sounds like a lot but when you consider that he carried 
the state by only 3 percent last time and there's 20 percent of the votes still out and those are 
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votes still out and those are predominantly urban areas it could easily swing to carry and keep in mind 
perhaps it's appropriate that ohio finds itself in this position because while we've heard a lot that bush that no 
republican has won the presidency without ohio since 1900 only two democrats have won without ohio dan 
cynthia bowers reporting from columbus ohio you're watching cbs news election night coverage it's not over 
stay with us [Music] ideological politics that i think has become the custom in washington and that's what i 
hope to do try to work with anybody i can find to find solutions to the health care crisis to help ensure that our 
educational system is working for our kids and to do something about the hemorrhaging of jobs here in the 
state i think i know you well enough that i can say you're accustomed to being in the minority in your life now 
you're going to be in the minority in the political party in washington as well because it does not appear that 
the democrats are going to gain control of the senate tonight is that going to make it a lot tougher for the 
democrats to advance their social agenda quite obviously it is you just don't have the numbers well you know 
i i cling to hope uh tom and i haven't had the opportunity to watch all the returns because i've been doing 
interviews but here's my suggestion to whoever's in power i would say the same thing to tom daschle or to 
bill frist you need 60 votes to move something forward in the senate effectively and it behooves whoever is in 
power to try to find common ground between the parties areas that we can work on together perhaps tax 
credits for small businesses so they can find health insurance for their workers or ensuring that we build on 
the educational reforms that have already been initiated to actually fund them effectively to make sure that 
our troops have the kinds of equipment that they need if they're going to be in iraq those are going to be the 
areas i'm 


02:26:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=8761s 





those are going to be the areas i'm hoping that both sides recognize have to be accomplished we can't 
simply engage in the sort of gridlock that i think has occurred over the last several congresses now has your 
wife called you senator yet tonight well you know what my wife has said is that she better get a date from me 
this weekend because i haven't seen her in a while all right fine congratulations senator elect barack obama 
in the state of illinois tonight who at the democratic convention memorably described himself as a skinny kid 
with a funny name his father was from africa and his mother from kansas this is an american story come true 
tim he also had an interesting way of just describing red state's blue states tom he said you know the red 
states also have a god and so do blue states worship god and there are boy scouts in both those states 
every time i've heard him speak he talks as a democrat and a democratic liberal but he's always trying to 
suggest there's a way to go in halfway it is interesting we heard the same tone from allen simpson wyoming 
perhaps whether george bush or john kerry are elected they're going to take that on as a central part of their 
mission let's take a look at the national map we're going to give john kerry one extra electoral vote he wins 
them all in the state of maine they break it up by their congressional districts but he has won all four electoral 
votes in the state of maine so john kerry is at 207 george bush at 246. they both need to get the state of ohio 
carry much more than president bush does president bush can pick off michigan and a couple of those other 
states and still get home because he collected the 27 electoral votes from the state of florida we'll be back 
with more from democracy plaza decision 2004 on what is now this historic wednesday morning the day after 
the election in the eastern time zone after this [Music] of ohio dan what are you hearing well 
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of ohio dan what are you hearing well wolfe what's interesting is that after all this time there's still un one 
area in knox county which is about an hour from here where they are still voting they expect that that will take 
place for at least the next 20 minutes or so as you know the polls did close at 7 30 but everyone who is in 
line will be able to vote we were told by some officials there that someone brought out pizza and some drinks 


for the folks in line just to make sure that they stayed happy and that they did stay in line they didn't want any 
of those folks to leave so they are still waiting have another 20 minutes or so expected in that area until all 
the votes are finished anybody complaining based on what you're hearing about voting irregularities any 
question marks out there dan you know wolf that's probably the most interesting uh interesting conclusion i 
guess of the entire campaign here in ohio all along we were talking about all the potential irregularities about 
possibility of fraud about all of these challenges that might be taking place and after all was said and done 
we were told by both republicans and democrats that there weren't any challenges that took place inside of 
these polling places so there was a lot of buildup there were a lot of lawsuits being filed right down to the last 
minute but no major problems that we have heard of do we know how many provisional ballots were cast in 
ohio because they're going to be they're going to be challenged and they're going to be reviewed after the 
this formal vote goes on you know that's uh that's that's correct and we were inquiring about that just a few 
minutes ago we were told that perhaps in the next 45 minutes or so we'll be able to get a more accurate 
number as to those provisional ballots but don't have that accurate number at this point all right dan lothian 
thanks very much let me show our viewers what the actual voting in the raw numbers in ohio is right now and 
i'll walk over here right now with 83 percent of the precincts in in ohio the president uh well we had the 
president 52 to 48 for john kerry ed henry uh is in washington watching a key senate race for us ed what do 
you know that's right 
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for us ed what do you know that's right wolf this nail-biter in south dakota getting ever more focused all 
evening in fact and i'm now talking to people in john thune's campaign he's the republican running against 
the senate democratic leader tom daschle thune's camp his top eight dick waddems now telling cnn they 
think the lead is now increasing for john thune to about 5 000 votes and that the precincts that are 
outstanding are mostly in the western part of the state that's a republican stronghold thune thinks that now 
the the lead could increase even more dick wadhams telling me quote it's starting to look like the math adds 
up for us he said that obviously they're not claiming victory yet but he added quote i'd rather be us than them 
i talked then to dan pfeiffer in the daschle campaign he admitted it's it's uphill obviously right now daschle 
looks like he's behind a little bit but dan pfeiffer stressed that two out of three of the votes that are left in 
cleveland to pull this ohio race to something even close to even theoretically he can do that but man is it 
razor thin i would say the story out of this could be that john kerry may wish that he had gone to cleveland 
last night at the last minute or maybe sent bill clinton there or given the minority vote turning out to make the 
difference craig you study this very intently what do you think happened in cuyahoga county in cleveland to 
bring down the usual democratic majority that's necessary to win statewide well of course the surrounding 
counties of cleveland the suburbs are more republican and the republicans counter this this scenario was 
saying they've got a lot of new registration in those counties and they'll make up the difference democrats 
say we've they've registered so many maybe a hundred thousand plus new voters in in that county and 
they're still voting the voting is still going on in ohio so the hope on the democratic side is there's a miracle for 
them in cleveland but it's coming down to cleveland if it's coming down to ohio ohio ohio it looks like it's 
coming down to cleveland cleveland cleveland let's use cleveland as an example as a microcosm as a 
sample to try to figure this out 
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figure this out if you look at all the exit polls that we can release and it's all the ones about generic questions 
the people don't think the country's going in the right direction uh the people don't think things are being are 
going swimmingly over in iraq um the usual question should the president be re-elected his approval rating 
all those kinds of questions suggest uh that carrie could win what did he do that he couldn't have done what 
did he do that he should have done and didn't do yeah i think probably on on balance the president did 
everything he could do and kerry did everything he could do it's really come down to the turnout in some of 
these big cities in these battleground states and i don't see the result so far showing me that we've seen the 
big democratic advantage in turnout that we expected and the test now is coming down to ohio in this 
cleveland in this cleveland game what about these uh values questions african-americans not being some of 


them who are very church-going and very culturally conservative don't like the idea of gay marriage one bit 
what about the catholic voters who've been told by the bishops don't vote pro-choice it's differently worded 
but that's the main message has that hurt the ethnic core of the democratic party in states like in cities like 
cleveland yeah i'm not sure it's so much issues chris as john kerry himself this is not a man who personally 
or naturally appealed to the african-american constituency we always saw him running a bit lower than al 
gore in that respect and i think it's more about style you know you saw him at some of the churches the black 
churches he made the effort but he doesn't have the charisma bill clinton did and i think bill clinton in 
philadelphia showed you know how a white politician gets gets the black vote out and i guess kerry in 
massachusetts never really had to learn that skill it's a funny thing about southern politicians they they tend 
to learn that skill better than than than white politicians from the northern states well they don't they don't get 
elected that's for sure you know you have to be a very popular 
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you know you have to be a very popular champion of african americans to win those democratic primaries in 
the south because it's a it's a strong base for power for for black americans to be able to vote in the 
democratic primary yeah it's like most of the senators let me ask you about the catholic thing do you have 
any sense of that and how it's moved perhaps some of the democratic base away from the the party no i've 
noticed in the exit polls some of some of that data and i think we got to wait and see on that going into the 
race the president was running about 57 favorability among catholics uh much lower than among born again 
christians for example where he ran 75 78 favorable rating and i i don't know that we have enough evidence 
yet to be sure about the impact of the catholic vote but i got to tell you ii am i am hyper focused on this 
cleveland vote i i this is this i think is what the entire presidency is coming down to okay it's all hanging by 
this string thank you craig crawford who's out of the skating rink let's go to chris chansing who's out in ohio 
and cleveland to give us a sense of what's happening there and what she's hearing from both sides chris 
well i've been talking to the war rooms on both sides i'll tell you there's an awful lot of tension and they're 
looking at exactly what you and craig were talking about and that is cleveland we have brand new numbers 
88 reporting now let me tell you what the republicans said they said they know that they're going to lose here 
and they said they can give up up to 200 000 votes the projection by the democrats that they said they 
needed was 180 000 they told me a few minutes ago they'll get 195 to 200 000. so i asked the republicans if 
it goes over 200 000 what does that mean and then he says then all bets are off well guess where we are 
right now with 88 percent of the vote in john kerry is up in cuyahoga county by a hundred and ninety 
thousand votes so it's that razor thin they're looking at other places like stark county where the timken plant 
closed right now john kerry is winning but only 
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right now john kerry is winning but only by about 2 500 votes they're looking at dayton republicans think that 
they will win there in the swing counties around in the swing area around columbus in franklin county right 
now john kerry outperforming where al gore was they're looking to do strong the republicans in cincinnati and 
hamilton county but basically they're presenting this to me as whether or not cleveland comes within 200 000 
votes if john kerry is above 200 000 they're going to be a lot more nervous but they're saying that if they keep 
those numbers below 200 000 they're feeling very confident about all of ohio depending on how cuyahoga 
county goes tonight chris okay thank you chris dancing when we come out we're gonna take a short break 
when we come back we're gonna say we're gonna let you know what the president is being told by his own 
people which should be fascinating because this is getting to be very he said the pain that wakes me up at 
night is from arthritis that is meaningful agreed yeah they're only about 80 000 85 000 votes out so 20 000 
leads pretty big it would have to be a 50 30 split and it's growing i mean the the the count has been building a 
little bit uh each time we we swing around to it okay let's take a look if we can and what the uh automatic uh 
the the statute in ohio the rules in ohio are with regard to automatic uh recount this is matters yeah well a 
quarter percent or less of total vote uh that's pretty tight well if they're about six million votes in ohio that 
would mean uh about 15 000 margin anything above that there's no automatic recount so that's not an 
automatic greek and that doesn't mean that a recount couldn't be requested i presume by one party or the 


other and i don't know who would grant that i have a hunch that it was going to be granted be granted by 
some court but all of this remains to be seen one has the sense that that there's a chance here that this 
might be settled but let's assume 
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might be settled but let's assume let's see how far we can see this lead going without ohio i mean if 
assuming ohio is contested it would have to we'd have to be in a situation where reversing it would would 
give carrie the election uh senator kerry the election um and um that means that he would have to run the 
table of the rest of the states basically wouldn't he yeah you have to pick up minnesota uh with seven uh 
wisconsin with ten electoral votes so much well that's right if he went to ohio but i'm saying that's what you 
that was your point that you'd have to run the table the rest of them to get himself in the position where ohio 
would be determined and therefore the court would say we got to review this or allow for a recap right so 
kerry looks like he's if he's ahead if he holds his lead in iowa wisconsin michigan and minnesota uh he'd be 
within shouting the mid shouting distance ohio would be the determine of state even if bush holds new 
mexico and nevada so ohio remains looks like the key state yeah is it as it has as it has beginning and 
always shall be i guess i mean in this election anyway i mean ohio has been it and uh but but this looks like 
uh this looks like a substantial lead in ohio i mean if if it holds then if it can't be challenged that's great let's 
get that board back if we can on ohio and so we can sort of uh further uh examine that uh count um that's 
down to a hundred and a hundred and one thousand votes yeah that's shrinking that's shrinking 14 um but of 
course the uh raw vote total still coming in um and but it's getting less 86 percent of precincts now reporting 
uh 103 000 as we as we look at it click away here um that was down from 130 or 40 a little while ago so this 
must be we're beginning to hear from pockets of cuyahoga county um what we've been saying at least i've 
said many many times that all these precedents that have been set in the past are just there to be broken but 
maybe the 
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there to be broken but maybe the ohio as necessary for any republican to be elected president maybe that is 
a precedent that uh really does matter because it doesn't look like bush would have to me that he was going 
to win re-election without holding ohio no i don't think so either let's turn to uh let's look at some of these 
other close states if we can just as i look across here the room at our monitor here michigan um carry up 
now by what uh 182 000 votes or 82 000. 82 000 with some room to some room to go there i wonder if that 
could close closer than ohio it's closer than ohio oh yeah more vote outstanding more vote outstanding that's 
how many electoral votes that's 17 from michigan right it's a widening lead though uh is it yeah it was 73 000 
the last time we found okay um michigan is one still outstanding uh there are others and as they appear we 
will go over them with you minnesota 119 000 vote lead there it looks like for john kerry 59 in that looks 
substantial at least at the moment you don't know what's still out in michigan that was the state that the uh 
that the bush people did not think they could win right really yeah but they campaigned there a lot i mean the 
president campaigned there a lot he hoped he could win i think you mean as of this morning they didn't exist 
yesterday yesterday right wisconsin uh 24 000 votes with um well there's a lot there that's still tight one 
percentage point or less in mexico that looks begins to look like a significant lead twenty thousand votes 
small state uh eighty percent in five point lead for the president uh iowa man that's down to a thousand votes 
that's a dead heat so wisconsin and iowa together are what seventeen's like that or iowa nevada and new 
mexico together are 19. i'm sorry 17. now we haven't we haven't seen much from nevada lately let's look at 
that kerry's still anead there that's is that narrowing i think it is isn't it yeah that's narrowed a lot 
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that's narrowed a lot um but not much of it in so that's anybody's question what is it now three thousand yeah 
okay that's in hawaii we don't have squat from hawaii as you can see here at three minutes to the hour mid 
of 1am but the iowa okay all right we're going to go to a break here real quick and we'll be right [Music] back 
[Music] alienating whom by talking about those things well i think you Know maybe for prudential reasons he 


wanted to try to focus it on on his issues in other words he wanted to put the president on trial for the war 
and he wanted to put the president on trial on his economic and and uh health care kind of issues of jobs 
issues he looked uh senator kerry didn't do we did a lot of senate races we didn't know that well then uh we 
obviously didn't do very you know particularly well in some of these house races it's one thing my great 
criticism for this president is they had a problem in iraq and they did and they denied it i think that that we 
shouldn't deny the party has to reassess where it is it's probably going to go through a very difficult time it's 
necessary necessary that it goes through this time we didn't do that well in 2002 we didn't do that well in 
2004 the democrats around the country gave enormous amounts of money enormous amounts of energy uh 
there was unified going into this and i think they're going to be asking some tough questions and i think 
people are going to come up here stand back it's pretty shocking as a result i mean you can't overstate the 
degree to which all smart people in washington on both sides thought carrie was going to win bush except for 
robert de novo obviously i'm a dumb person i'm a dumb person i thought he was the only one on the panel 
right he was one of the very few i mean look i'm the only one with four guys i'd rather vote for carrie however 
i thought he was going bush was weak the war is it it is unpopular at least people have deep questions about 
it and he wins 
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have deep questions about it and he wins anyway what does that tell you i think it tells you a couple things 
bush is stronger than he seems to and b it wasn't only about bush democrats wanted to make this purely 
referendum on bush do you want change or more the same but on some level people had to feel comfortable 
with a guy replacing bush and i don't think they were can i say something very quickly very often and that is 
that this is a conservative country and and and the fact is that john kerry he wouldn't even call himself a 
liberal and you know and this is a and the country is too conservative for the democratic party as presently 
constituted well the conservatives certainly are more vocal here this evening at this later liberals actually 
yeah do you think so yeah was it good on both sides here thank you gentlemen thank you thanks very much 
paula and thanks to the crossfire co-hosts only about 16 seconds till the top of the hour only one state left to 
close polls that would be alaska alaska is about to close its polls alaska has three electoral votes cnn is 
going to be ready to make a projection right now and cnn can't project that alaska as widely expected will 
stay in the republican column and will stay with president bush those three electoral votes for president bush 
that would show the tally and i think this is the updated telly with those three votes going for uh for george w 
bush the race for the white house with alaska turning blue this should turn blue any second now 249 it says 
246 but that would be 249 for the president 195 for kerry 270 needed to to win uh 249 for bush cnn's dana 
bash is over at the reagan center a huge building at the international trade center in washington that's the 
headquarters tonight for the bush cheney campaign give us a little flavor dana what's going on there hi wolf i 
should tell you that i'm actually still over at the bush cheney headquarters at their campaign headquarters in 
arlington virginia but i can tell you 
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arlington virginia but i can tell you that there has been a palpable mood shift over here over the past uh 
several hours when i first came over here late this afternoon there was essentially tension in the air certainly 
there was a lot of uncertainty we were hearing as we've heard john king report earlier some of the the exit 
polls show that it was very much for john kerry they were trying to figure out upstairs here what was exactly 
going on looking through their data trying to figure it out now they say they certainly are very happy they feel 
that ohio is very much moving their way and certainly as i traveled with the president we were sort of with 
him as he was finishing the campaign there were there was nervousness there was uncertainty as exactly as 
to exactly what was going to go on but i can tell you but i can tell you that certainly they weren't confident 
enough i'm told that they only have written the president's speech writers one speech and that is a victory 
speech for him to go over to the reagan building tonight and certainly that is a place where mr bush is 
expected to go and the mood there uh is really one of of elation and that is something that the president is 
likely to see later tonight now of course they are still being a little bit cautious but they feel very very confident 
a very big difference in the mood and the feeling over here at the bush cheney headquarters cnn's dana 


bash thanks very much senator danabash over at the bush cheney campaign headquarters arlington virginia 
let's assume jeff greenfield that ohio this is strictly assuming ohio goes for the president 20 electoral votes 
right now the president has 249 that brings it to 269 which is still not necessarily enough to be elected 
president well james carl was talking earlier about going to an inside straight i don't know what the sports or 
poker metaphor is for that one uh it's beyond the boston red sox achievement if you get the 269 that one 
main electoral vote that might go to bush that would be enough to tip him over kerry would have to win every 
other state and hope that maine breaks for him if bush wins ohio we can't project him the winner formally but 
i think what don meredith used to 
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but i think what don meredith used to sing larry turn out the lights the party's over at this uh it's not over yet 
let's not get carried away the crossfire guys could get carried away they could make some u.s some 
assessments that's right we'll just stretch we'll make sure that we wait until all the votes are counted and 
make sure that we know precisely what's going on still a lot of states that we have not been able to project 
yet yes ohio being critical but we are looking at a president who lost the popular vote four years ago by half a 
million votes and is now running three and 3.3 million votes ahead and as carlos pointed out hours ago at 51 
if he stays at that uh not since his father in 1988 has a candidate gotten more than 50 percent of the vote 
here's two other things that you that you can say regardless of what happens with ohio's we can wait uh one 
we can say that last time around george bush's campaign in 2000 didn't do a good job of closing in that last 
week or two they lost the lead remember the dui charge came out at the end you can say they clearly have 
closed if you will much better they've finished better this year almost regardless of what happens the second 
thing you can say is that this effort to have a grassroots game at the very end to turn out voters probably at 
least in florida it seemed worked even better on the republican side than it did on the democratic side you 
remember at the very top of our show i said that you had two competing approaches you had one which was 
much more centralized down the precinct level you had one that relied heavily on third parties that's one of 
the things that democrats will reconsider where did he go right i do think that the point that james carville and 
paul begallo are making partisan democrats the question that i was asking senator elect obama the 
democratic party if you look at rural and small town america if you look at church going america has lost 
touch with that group of americans there used to be no difference in how people voted whether they went to 
church a lot or didn't and starting in 2000 particularly we saw that break we saw democrats losing the 
children 
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we saw democrats losing the children of people who regularly voted democratic and i believe one of the 
things we we asked about what to watch for the values part of this election just forget who who wins ohio 
look at those popular vote numbers the values part of this election broke for the president but you know what 
i think is going to be interesting to wait and see in the exit pulses i Know james is referring to the rural voters 
but whether or not these weren't just rural voters whether or not these were catholics in suburbs and in big 
cities that in the passive split but maybe decidedly on social issues and others tilted towards the president 
stand by for a second because i want to bring in our candy crowley she's uh in boston over the kerry 
campaign headquarters candy uh tell our viewers uh what what's happening right now as they see the these 
states uh apparently some of them at least alaska we've projected going for the president which is not a 
surprise just listen for a second not not a sound wolf this has been we're getting ready to hear some music 
but very quiet crowd very different here in complete square than it was when the evening began there's been 
this steady misty rain obviously that dampens you know close but what's damp on the spirits here is seeing 
up on their giant tv screens these numbers begin to come in we're already um you know if you we're gonna 
get dave rushed here to pan a little and just show you this crowd it has steadily uh gone down uh it never 
was all that large to begin with um but they are losing uh uh people walking out uh as we go along so there 
has been a huge mood shift uh in this crowd here you can see some of them uh the diehards here with the 


umbrellas obviously they came expecting to see their candidate come out and uh accept uh or declare 
victory um not sure we're going to get that it is not over by any means i will also tell you um that aides who 
we have been talking 
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um that aides who we have been talking through to the throughout the night uh who have said oh you know 
what about wisconsin we're going to we're going to win ohio we're going to win west kinds and we're going to 
win minnesota no longer returning phone calls definite definite change in mood here doesn't mean it's over 
but uh they sure are looking at an uphill climb i suppose we would call that the sounds of silence which can 
be very powerful and very thunderous if you will kenny crowley will get back to you let me walk over to the 
race for the white house our electoral college map and go right up here to maine four electoral votes cnn 
cannot project that john kerry will capture all four of those electoral votes earlier we had projected he would 
capture three of them one of the districts was unclear that that district now cnn could project will go to john 
kerry that brings the total now to president bush 249 270 needed 196 for john kerry maine all four going 
these white states new hampshire uh ohio over here obviously the the the very important state michigan 
these uh upper midwestern states still so critical you know we we think about that one electoral vote jeff 
greenfield in maine it could have been very powerful he has to uh breathe a little bit easier john kerry right 
now even if he loses ohio if he loses ohio and wins everything else including hawaii we have that tie we 
talked about at 269 269 the election goes into the house of representatives guess who the house of 
representatives votes for for president the new house of representatives which will be slightly which will be a 
republican house bush wins ohio he wins uh yeah that would be uh that would be the math works unless 
there's some renegade republicans in the house of representatives there is a elector in west virginia a 
republican i don't mean to keep plugging this out of a novel of mine but there is a republican elector in west 
virginia who said he might not vote for the president he's the mayor of a small town and my hunch is that if it 
gets to him 
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and my hunch is that if it gets to him there'll be a fair amount of pressure on that gentleman to vote the way 
he promised to we saw last time around in dc and the lecter uh didn't uh didn't cast his vote in favor of al 
gore and consequently gore had 266 technically and not 267. it didn't matter that time david gergen 
understands all of this quite well he's been watching politics for a number of years give us your bottom line 
right now david well i think the what's impressive me is that uh is the popular vote uh the the conventional 
wisdom on popular vote is if someone wins by more than one percent it really sweeps over the electoral 
college and whoever wins by more than one percent of the popular vote goes on to win the electoral college 
and here all night bush has had a steady lead it's 51-48 that's bigger than i think anybody thought he would 
have coming out of those final polls he clearly has delivered on the on this on this on the vote here in this last 
week but i think what many of us assumed was if new voters came out they would be mostly young and 
people hadn't voted and they would tilt toward the challenger i i we may we will look now and see did in fact 
the karl rove strategy of believing if he could get evangelicals out that there were as many as four million 
evangelicals who didn't vote last time in part because they may have been persuaded by the dui charge that 
was revealed against bush on the thursday before the election if he could get them out that would be enough 
to boost the uh the popular vote uh and go on and win the election and i think maybe that's what we're 
seeing tonight too and it's it's it's very impressive on the part of the republicans to deliver this uh the the ohio 
margin i gather while we've been on the air in the last few minutes has narrowed some but it still looks very 
uphill for kerry i i want to come back to this point about how the democrats come back the problem wolf as i 
see it for a lot of democrats is this is not a difference over policies between democrats and sort of moving 
more to the center on say economic policies this is a sharp difference over values 
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this is a sharp difference over values and what country we live in and what you believe in if you really believe 
in sort of gay marriage it's really hard to change your party and say well we don't believe in gay marriage or 
we don't believe in those kind of values and iii think for an awful lot of people on the losing side tonight 
there's going to be a there's going to be a sense of uh of sort of almost alienation or sort of isolation from the 
majority and feeling like how do we relate to this how do we is this our is this the country same thing though 
same group same uh same uh um relationship yeah we wanted to be sure that uh that this call was correct 
obviously nobody here at fox news forgets the controversy that attended this network and other networks 
who called florida first for al gore and then for george w bush when in the circumstances it never should have 
been called for either one of them or projected they should not have been projected as a winner given the 
razer thin margin of popular vote that actually turned out to exist michael barone will be checking back with 
you as the night goes on thanks very much we need to take a break here at 1 12 in the morning eastern time 
we'll be right back [Music] people have a set of more traditional beliefs and some andrea you know you know 
i think charlie is really on to something especially when you talk about the cultural issues and the bottom line 
is that at least if you believe the exit polling moral values as defined by the republican campaign is the 
equivalent of economic issues in terms of what people cared about anytime you've got a campaign where 
people care as much about moral values than about the economy especially at a time when you know the 
economy has not been perceived by many people as doing that well this is pretty extraordinary this is one of 
the most remarkable numbers that 21 in the exit polling of nbc select moral values as the number one issue 
in 


02:58:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=10681s 





moral values as the number one issue in economics 20 and terrorism below that and let me just complete the 
thought because the way the swift vote veterans and the other groups define john kerry early in the 
campaign is to make him seem as though he was not in sync with moral values because he was you know a 
flip-flopper or whatever by having to find him that way they really put him in a box and it was very hard for 
him to get out of that right it's a very interesting moment in our politics because for you know for most of the 
last hundred years our politics have been defined by economic interests and you could tell you know what 
people's economic interests were by how they vote that's no longer true the 20 of people who said the 
economy was the most important issue probably voted you know substantially for kerry but nowhere near the 
numbers of people who said that the moral values moral issues were the most important voted 
overwhelmingly for president that is the most defined incumbent basket of issues i've been saying for some 
time i've i still believe it i think tonight bears it out you bring up the swift vets it's not about what john kerry did 
when he was over there it's about what he did when he came home i still believe vietnam defines the 
electorate in so many ways the 1960s defines the electorate in so many ways the democratic party was not 
able to get around that because they had a candidate that that testified in a way that deeply offended uh 
many people there's there's something i mean i think that that's largely true but still if you go back to the 70s 
and 80s economic issues were still better determinants of how people voted here we are in 2004 and 
economic issues no longer can we look at them and say that's going to determine how people vote there's 
some other big sea change that we're in the midst of the economy though and listen the economy in 2004 
was not that different from the economy in 1996 a state that by the way and as you know has struggled 
economically during the bush years 16 percent of its manufacturing jobs 
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16 percent of its manufacturing jobs lost since march 2001 and our nbc news exit poll in ohio finds among 
the voters a high level of unhappiness with the state's economy when asked to rate economic conditions in 
their state six in ten ohioans said not good while less than four in ten take a positive view nonetheless john 
kerry couldn't capitalize on that and close the deal as the democrat when ohio voters were asked if they 
trusted the presidential candidates to deal with the economy equal numbers said they trust each presidential 
candidate to handle the economy even though incumbents usually get much more of the blame for economic 
problems as for who voted this is key white evangelicals were 25 percent of the voters in ohio today and 
tonight of that group president bush took three quarters of them tom thanks uh very much nbc's brian 


williams let's go to ohio now and nbc's ann thompson who's there ann tom you know i was talking to a top- 
ranking republican official here in ohio earlier this evening and he was saying he they felt very confident 
about tonight and they did because of their get out the vote effort here in the state they had 85 000 
volunteers on the ground they made some 366 000 phone calls on yesterday today before three o'clock they 
made 40 000 phone calls to voters they identified as bush supporters in montgomery county alone 
montgomery county is where dayton is but even tonight as we watch the numbers come in cuyahoga county 
which is where cleveland is and which is expected to be a john kerry stronghold still we haven't got all those 
numbers in yet and only 62 percent of the precincts there have reported and i understand that we have ohio 
secretary of state ken blackwell with us now and secretary of state blackwell when do you think we'll have all 
the numbers in from cuyahoga county well calhoun county is normally one of the counties that gets its 
numbers in 


03:02:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=10921s 





the counties that gets its numbers in very very late uh and so there's no telling when we'll get the numbers 
but let me just tell you this this capsule day of not yet come in is it doable given the provisional ballots that 
are out there uh one of the reasons we haven't projected yet is because we're going to be extremely cautious 
and precise the last thing we at cnn would ever want to do again is call a state for a president for a 
presidential candidate and have to retract it later you can understand the caution because arithmetically it is 
possible that if the last 10 percent of these votes comes in and shrinks the president's margin in ohio to that 
50 000 vote you have to see what those other ballots are you have to see where that 10 or 11 still is is it from 
cleveland is it from toledo or where is it but but i think i mean if if i if we hadn't gone through we went through 
in 2000 i have a hunch would be calling this for bush but we we've seen what happens when numbers can 
change rapidly it's just what what david gergen was saying earlier what i was saying was the national popular 
votes for it makes it statistically almost unimaginable that john kerry could wind up the electoral vote winner 
the spread in the popular vote is not half a one percent as it was in 2000 it's three full points that's just people 
are speaking okay all right we have another projection i'm going to interrupt and go over here because cnn 
can now project after all of these hours that john kerry will carry the state of new hampshire this is a state 
that narrowly went for george w bush four years ago four electoral votes it's a win for john kerry new 
hampshire one of those states that has now flipped gone from the republican candidate jeff to the democratic 
candidate i believe that's the first state so far tonight that has switched sides first time first one and yet you 
have the sense that in the carry headquarters this is not being greeted with the kinds of screams and cheers 
it would have been three hours ago because 
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would have been three hours ago because of what's lying out there in in ohio and out and west but it is first 
for a switch you know i want to take off on something that david gergen said earlier trying to put this in 
historical context one of the other reasons this would be so significant is if you think about the three 
presidents before who were elected after having lost the popular vote but winning the electoral college 
people like john quincy adams and rutherford b hayes and benjamin harrison all of them lost their re-election 
bids or didn't run this would be unusual if george w bush actually goes on to win re-election be pretty 
significant historical event in that context this has been some surprising night it's not over with you larry i 
don't know it's surprising there have been moments in american history when people have gone to sleep 
thinking that one candidate was going to be the next president of the united states only to wake up in the 
next morning there have been candidates who have gone to sleep thinking they may have won or may have 
lost and they that he will probably win this race what about uh can you tell us anything about martinez and 
caster now or should we come back to you for that well martinez and castro i uh i i i can't uh i've got to punch 
this up on the board well michael look we got to take a break anyway so let me just check back with you we'll 
take a break come back to you after that and we can discuss the uh that florida senate race thanks michael 
take a break here be right back soon uh well let's walk over here jeff uh and take a look at these nine states 
that we are not yet able to project that let's go through them one by one we'll show our viewers the numbers 
that we have with 89 percent of the precincts reporting in ohio 51 for bush 49 for kerry look at that spread this 


is the state that jeffrey toobin just told us that kerry campaign is hoping they can get this margin down to 50 
000 and bring in the provisional ballots but we'll take a look at iowa a state that al gore carried four years ago 
with 90 percent of the vote in just about dead even bush with a 4 000 
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just about dead even bush with a 4 000 vote lead and guess what here's the state where ralph nader would 
make the difference iowa let's go down to wisconsin the state you lived in when you went to college look at 
this john kerry with 50 percent bush with 49 percent for nader 73 percent of the vote in gore took this by two 
tenths of one point uh back in 2000 kerry is doing a little bit better quarter vote left to go you know if if there's 
hope for the kerry campaign it lies in the fact that these states aren't yet gone but how about this one new 
mexico al gore took this state by 366 votes right now with 83 percent of the vote in the president has a 22 
000 vote lead that's not exactly what bill richardson the governor of new mexico was anticipating or hoping 
for michigan 65 of the precincts reporting kerry is ahead 51 to 48 about a hundred thousand spread in favor 
of kerry in michigan it looks uh it looks still looks potentially close for him right but now look at nevada this is 
another state that the president carried four years ago and in this state forty percent of the vote in kerry has a 
tiny one percent lead and let's move on to washington state a state that al gore carried four years ago carrie 
ahead 37 about a third third of the percent uh of the vote in carries had 53 percent to 46 hawaii kerry is 
ahead but very little precincts showing only of sixty nine thousand to fifty five thousand fifty five percent for 
carry forty four for bush another there's another once reliably democratic state the one that the polls seem to 
suggest were tied carries ahead and in minnesota another state that gore narrowly carried kerry seems to be 
ahead so with 64 percent of the precincts reporting 52 to 47 percent here's the irony here it is possible that 
we could wind up our bomb uh yeah if i can hear ever i'd like very much to talk hey martha hi um i'm here 
thank you for spending such a long night with us but i know you're accustomed this in terms of of the war 
these little messages i 
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of of the war these little messages i get that the campaign against fallujah is not begun of course but a lot of 
bombing tonight and now you send us a message single electoral vote of re-election we there was some 
thought earlier this evening he might have gotten that out of maine now we're looking at new mexico here's a 
state which could give bush a victory he's up 21 000 with 84 percent of the precincts in new mexico is what 
five electoral votes that would do it um we're not prepared to call it however um based on what's still out 
there 23 000 vote margin with 86 percent in and a relatively small state looks very close to being callable 
keeps growing just let me interrupt this disposition on small states to learn more about one very big state the 
state of ohio secretary of state of ohio ken blackwell is with me now ken blackwell we called ohio some time 
ago subsequently another network has done so i know you're a republican and you're glad for the news does 
it square in your estimation with the vote totals that you have seen britt i i let you all make to make those 
make those calls uh let me just go and we're going to count every vote that was cast today and we're going 
to do it through a bipartisan system that can ensure that the final total will have the full confidence of the folks 
in the state of ohio that it represents the true will of the people but it was a robust day a high turnout just a 
record record turnout what do you estimate how many people do you estimate voted in ohio compared to last 
time well uh probably about 5.8 million which would be uh or to uh 5.9 million which would be about a million 
more people it was a record number of folks to to turn out we're projecting about a 72 turnout wow now that 
compares with what you had if that's 72 percent what you were you in the high 50s or well we were in in 
2000 we were at 63 uh 
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in 2000 we were at 63 uh percent in uh 60 in 1996 we were at 65 this is this is a real spike but what's really 
important to realize is that the uh absolute number the wrong number is just a million more voters and what it 
what it really did is it tests our system and and our system worked the strength of our system uh really did 
rise to the occasion uh on on today we had people standing in line for for hours and on last evening i said to 


them let us take control of this election uh let's take it out of the hands of judges and lawyers and uh and you 
know the the political uh uh you know uh operatives and and that's what they did today folks said we're 
gonna make this call now now what they're saying to me if it takes two hours if it takes two days if it takes 
two weeks just give us a good count and that's what we're going to do so i'm hoping that some of these other 
states take us out of play oh wait in other words you don't want to be the decisive state that's because you're 
worried about lawsuits is that why i've had 23 lawsuits written and i want them all and that was that was 
helpful it actually proved to be helpful that we could get some of these things resolved before the votes were 
cast and before uh the votes were counted but i can tell you i had lawsuits running from about 60 days all the 
way to the wee hours of the morning uh yesterday until right before the polls closed i had a judge you know 
say that we had to keep the polls open at the request of the democrats past 7 30 and then i had the 
democrats call and say oh just a joke so it's been it's been quite an experience but you know at the end of 
the day the people of ohio did themselves proud because they took control of this election let me ask you a 
couple questions about recap possibilities we have on the screen now the 
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screen now the recount rule for an automatic recount in your state i guess it's a quarter percent or less right 
the total vote has to be the margin for a recount to be triggered we were looking at margins for the president 
in the raw count as as it was tabulated in excess of 100 000 votes i presume that would probably not be 
enough correct it wouldn't be enough but here's here's the the scenario that would stretch this out a little bit if 
at the end of the day because we had a million new voters registered in the state of ohio and so that means 
that a good number of the folks who came out today uh were casting ballots for the first time many of them 
might have cast provisional ballots in 2000 we had just over 100 000 provisional ballots and 90 percent of 
them were good but since we don't start counting those provisional ballots until the 11th day after the election 
if the margin of victory for one candidate or another is comprised of fewer votes than provisional ballots that 
we have that could that could stretch it out that's why i said my folks here have said look the strength is in 
our system if it takes us two more hours it takes us two more days it takes us two more weeks we're going to 
give you a good honest count well let me give you let me ask you again how many provisional ballots were 
there uh were were there issued today and cash we are still tabulating them but they were running at about a 
30 percent higher clip than than uh 2000. where which would put us close to 140 uh 150 000. all right now 
were they predominantly in particular areas that would give you an idea of how they might break i mean were 
they well you know the new york times notwithstanding the fact of the matter is is that we don't have those uh 
party affiliations designated on new registrations and there was a tremendous registration drive not just by by 
unions but by churches we had an issue on the ballot which defined 
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issue on the ballot which defined marriage as a union between a man and a woman that won almost 65 35 
and that means that that was a real driver and what i know is that a lot of registrations new registrations 
came around that effort and if i was i just heard some of the analysis beforehand evangelicals you know 
were real drivers in this election some 25 of the folks who turned out uh most analysts are predicting were 
you know evangelicals all right so that would suggest to you that uh that the that the uh provisional ballots 
would basically split un somewhat along the lines of the way the rest of the state had gone or perhaps even 
or perhaps even be even more conservative right right well i i think it at minimum it probably would split in the 
same way all right uh this is uh of interest uh very much of interest uh mr secretary we thank you very much 
for joining us thank you all right um the carrie edwards campaign manager has released a statement i have it 
but i want to hear about it from carl cameron let's check in with carl up in boston well thanks very much brett 
we were here four years ago in austin and it seems to have happened again the manager of the campaign 
now saying that the call they just aren't buying it mary beth cahill has put out the statement that reads it 
quote the vote count in ohio has not been completed there are more than 250 000 remaining votes to be 
counted we believe when they are john kerry will win ohio so just as we were four years ago a called state 
now being disputed by the candidate who didn't win it and the calls and the kerry campaign digging in uh with 
all the numbers and as mrs cahill suggests still a quarter of a million votes as yet uncounted they think they 


still got a chance here to eke out a win even though they would have to virtually win almost all of those 250 
000 votes to overcome the 130 000 deficit that they've got with senator kerry right now it's 1 30 in the 
morning um and um one we're now looking at a lead for the president of 134 000 votes so i guess if carrie 
got all 
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000 votes so i guess if carrie got all of 250 000 he could he could over he would overtake the president and 
win by uh when going away but obviously every vote well he wouldn't have to win every vote but he'd have to 
win a huge majority of them probably a uh i mean in a massive majority of them in order to win uh to 
overcome a leader that size uh and um you know it's probably not you know if i suppose the carry camp 
wants to take the position if this ends up along these lines that uh they can pull it out from the provisional 
ballots and whatever assorted other votes are still out there i i guess you know they can be forgiven for for 
hoping but it looks um it looks a little bleak unless there's some change within the remaining 10 of the 
precincts still out there and as you heard michael baron say earlier carl some of those precincts is believed 
may pad the president's margin and perhaps substantially so one wonders how wishful this is and you've got 
a situation britt where between the kerry campaign with its 3 thousand lawyers 27 000 volunteers several 
hundred paid staffers several hundred out of staters all descending on ohio for this final weekend plus the 
outside independent groups there uh they are going to make sure that every single one of those resources is 
used to the last available moment to keep this alive because if ohio goes uh their hopes may be dead okay 
carl thanks very much appreciate this let's um let's check in now with greta van susteren who has got a 
couple of legal experts uh with her not that she's not one herself she certainly is who can discuss these 
issues of election law challenges recounts in the whole nine yards greta well brett i'm really lucky tonight 
because i do have special and she says they believe of course that when those votes are counted the john 
kerry will win ohio well professor john turley from george washington university pointed out that if the if it's 
challenged on that basis it could be at least 10 days before we know how those provision ballots go it 
depends on how 
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ballots go it depends on how big the spread is if there are is if the margin of victory is larger the vote has 
been counted so far and as you can see we've got about a hundred thousand vote differential between them 
so what they're saying is that out of that 250 000 votes they're going to get um 220 000 to get in front right 
well you've been talking about his you've been talking about the senator's necessity to sweep the upper 
midwest and apparently they also believe they can sweep this one crucial county it is an area that is known 
to be strongly democratic sean kerry has been doing very well there in terms of building crowds and 
enthusiasm the numbers will ultimately tell it but until those votes are counted they are not willing to give up 
an area that they know has been highly supportive of john kerry and john edwards they've had the ground 
operation their people are not yet willing to say it's over and until they are the people here will not call it a 
night all right thanks very much uh nbc's kelly o'donnell i was slightly off in my mouth they don't have to get 
quite that high but they have to get to the two hundred thousand they get 150 and but in brisbane 115 are 
going to be tied right right so they have to get to the 200 000 vote range out of the 250 which is a very 
considerable number of votes in any one group um where do we go from here david gregory at the white 
house david well tom their rejoinder to all of that is that they maintain here at the white house that they have 
been outperforming their 2000 totals throughout ohio those southwestern counties will show big bush 
numbers and they think that that will not be overwhelmed even by their losses in cuyahoga county at the 
hands of john kerry so that's where they stand i can tell you that the mood has turned downright celebratory 
here in the white house the president is still in the residence he is with family members he's obviously talked 
to his senior staff his top strategist karl rove but they are still playing it 
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karl rove but they are still playing it a little bit safe here despite the mood they are particularly looking at 
nevada to put them over the top i was on air force one this morning and mike gerson the president's chief 
speechwriter was on board drafting presumably two versions of a speech that the president we expect would 
give tonight at the ronald reagan building here in washington uh and they're getting closer to putting version 
a on the top here but nobody's preparing yet to say that they're leaving the building and preparing to claim 
this not just yet all right thanks very much nbc david gregory let's go back out to ohio now ron at this point 
they poured their heart and soul into ohio just as the as the bush campaign did and they see these numbers 
and they they they're discouraged by them but they also argue that there are they say 250 000 provisional 
ballots out now it's my understanding that ohio's secretary of state ken blackwell who happens to be a 
republican is saying that he doesn't see that many provisional uncounted ballots out there so there's already 
some dispute and when you've got a margin between the president and john kerry that is what about 120 
000 right now you get to a point where even with the provisional ballots they wouldn't make up the difference 
so a lot is going to hinge on looking very closely at how many votes are still out and is it possible that in 
those outstanding votes you could make up the difference all right judy stand by because you know what the 
secretary of state ohio ken blackwell is joining us now live he's in columbus ohio mr blackwell thanks very 
much for joining us how many provisional ballots do you estimate there are still out there that have yet to be 
counted well the provision none of the provisional ballots uh are counted and they won't be counted until the 
11th day after the election wolf uh we have very clear laws on how to 
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uh we have very clear laws on how to handle those ballots and remember there are overseas ballots from 
our militaries and others that only have to be postmarked today and so we have a 10-day window for all of 
those ballots to get in this is a very deliberate and cautious process and so you know i tell everybody just 
take a deep breath and relax we can't predict what the results are going to be we can only guarantee you 
that you're going to get an honest and fair count through our bipartisan system but does anyone know do you 
know how many provisional ballots how many military ballots i assume the absentee ballots have been 
counted is that right the absentee ballots have been counted the provisional ballots are being tabulated as 
we talk uh and early projections show anywhere from a you know uh 30 to 50 percent increase and and that 
that took us you know under 200 000 but it could be 250 000 as the democrats are are claiming we will know 
once the counties tabulate their precinct count and get them into us what about military what about military 
ballots from uh coming in from overseas or from around the country they have it they have they have a 10- 
day they have a 10-day window but how many how many do you guess there might be well i'm not going to 
project or guess that's what got got people in trouble before what i'm going to tell you is that we have a 
system in place that is time tested we've been dealing with provisional ballots in ohio for over a decade we 
know how to get the job done and we have a very transparent process where people can see how those 
votes are being handled in a bipartisan way and when it comes time to tabulating them 11 days after this 
election there is a bipartisan system of witnesses that that will be there for for for the count right now at the 
end of the day at the end of the day we are in a strong position because we have a strong and tried and 
tested system that has worked for us in the past let me just point out to our viewers with 92 
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me just point out to our viewers with 92 percent of the precincts now reporting officially in ohio 51 for the 
president 49 for bush there's about a hundred thousand spread if it were to stay like that 49 for kerry 51 for 
bush a hundred thousand margin if you will would it be would it be wise for the kerry campaign to avoid 
conceding given the provisional ballots that are still out there if that spread continues along those lines i'm 
not i'm not going to advise the kerry campaign but i would suggest to you that if the number of votes that 
make up the difference between the two candidates is fewer than the number of provisional ballots then i 
would say everybody should just take a deep breath and relax because we're not going to start counting 
those ballots until the 11th day after this election and what we will start doing tomorrow is taking a look at 
those jackets of those ballots and trying to reconcile good ballots from for you know uh from from bad ones 
what i mean by that is that there's a process where you try to reconcile people were given a provisional ballot 


because they couldn't cast a a regular ballot so we you check addresses you you you make sure that that is 
a good ballot and then you start counting them all 11 days after the election why do you have to wait why do 
you have to wait 11 days to count let's say 200 000 or 250 000 of the democrats are suggesting provisional 
ballots why do you have to wait 11 days because that's the law and that's the way the system has worked uh 
and and that that is the way that you you you take time to reflect and you methodically deal with those ballots 
in a bipartisan way and at the end of the day uh the people have had control not judges and and and lawyers 
and so you know on last evening wolf we asked the people of ohio to take 
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we asked the people of ohio to take control of this election don't put it in the hands of lawyers and judges uh 
you in fact come out and people came out today they stood in line uh and and and i can tell you what what i 
saw today was a great display of civility and and patience and what i can tell the people is that we have 50 
000 uh poll workers bipartisan poll workers and election officials across 88 counties in this state that did a 
tremendous job today and i can tell you right now you know what what state was the florida of 2004 it was 
florida ohio has in fact always had a superior system of elections that give people good results and results 
that they can have confidence in as reflecting the will of the voters one final question ken blackhole before i 
let you go you're a republican you're the secretary of state of ohio but i know you've been sensitive all these 
many weeks and months leading up to today's that you don't want to be going down in history as the 
catherine harris of ohio catherine harris was the republican secretary of state in florida who came under 
enormous criticism for the way she handled the the recount if you will in florida give our viewers a sense of 
what's going through your mind as the secretary of state of ohio right now to make sure that everyone 
emerges from the from the the vote tally in ohio with a pure sense that this was free and fair and perfect well 
i tell you wolf a lot of folks flew into ohio today and the day before expecting that we were going to see the 
same sort of confusion that was seen in in florida we have the personnel we have the procedures and the 
policies it is the strength of the system that guarantees that ohio can deal with a robust election i'm not in the 
business of saying that we must have a a narrow or a substantial margin of victory i'm telling you that we 
have a system that can deal with an honest count and 
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that can deal with an honest count and an honest process regardless of the margin that's that's why i don't 
worry about ohio or ohioans being considered to be you know uh a problematic state if in fact the race has 
been robust and close and both candidates have poured their heart their hearts out into this state and this in 
this race what we can give them as ohioans is an honest count just like we gave them a good day-to-day in 
in the way we manage the election process ken blackwell good luck to you good luck to all the people in ohio 
the whole nation dare i say the whole world will be watching the buckeye state in the hours maybe days to 
come if it's going to take 11 days to even begin counting those provisional balance good luck to you ken 
blackwell thanks very much and just to show our viewers the count right now with 92 percent of the precincts 
in ohio uh reporting bush at 51 kerry at 49 a little bit more than a hundred thousand vote difference we're 
going to take a quick break we're going to continue our coverage as long as it takes here at cnn election 
headquarters stay with us the projection wait for the whole reported vote to come in i'm struck that they have 
not threatened it doesn't sound like lawsuits at this point and i think if this margin hold something like it it's 
going to be hard to pretend that provisional ballots would split so lopsidedly or that lawsuits would make such 
a difference as to make up a hundred million it's a one and a half percent and by american recount standards 
of course if those votes are counted in a couple of days that'd be nothing right but i'm saying fred said this is 
like two thousand obviously the country is like two thousand but it's very different in a couple of ways if this 
hundred thousand margin in ohio holds up bush wins new mexico there will be a clear non-litigation 
influenced winner in the presidential race that's a pretty big difference secondly it looks to me very much as if 
bush is going to win the popular vote well we're going to look at that we have a board here so i think there 
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we have a board here so i think there will not be i think there will not be an electoral vote popular vote 
disparity as there was last time and from a republican point of view republicans lost was at four or five senate 
seats in 2000 and uh and this this time they're they're uh they're up what they could either they could be up 
for four senate seats yeah four it's a pretty i mean that's a free so i think in that respect it's not it wasn't that 
it's not quite what was the next game one do you remember what the net gain was for republicans in 02 to 
take the signing yeah i think it was three two three very small because and then you had jeffers at that point 
as a republican so yeah but you know let me just go back he's gone he's gone by let me talk about ohio for a 
second mary beth cahill says there's she has two beliefs of 250 000 votes that are still out i don't actually 
means tonight i think she means overall counting provisional balance that's about right tonight if 50 10 of the 
vote is out of 5 million okay and kerry has about a hundred thousand uh deficit so out of that you'd have to 
say then you got about 120 thousand hundred thousand left if he just made up if they get if he got that yeah 
they went all right no not at all no almost all it's two hundred and fifty thousand i know but right he's got he's 
only a hundred thousand down so then you're left with about a hundred and twenty thousand or so left and 
the question is how that how that 120 would split so you're looking at he would have to win three quarters 
right exactly of that 250 and that's so that's that's the calculus we're looking at at the moment well we're also 
looking at where they we're also looking at where they are i mean if they're all on some hotbed where we 
thought oh this is a democrat city here that would be something you could you might entertain but but if 
michael has made it clear to us from what he's seeing that there are yes there's some in democratic 
strongholds but there are some republican strongholds with votes out there as well that would be likely to 
offset the number of votes in cuyahoga county democratic votes sufficient to win this election i you know 
talked earlier to the folks from act america coming together where they had the most unprecedented 
registration and turnout operation they've ever seen democratic 
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they've ever seen democratic registration new registrants were two to one over republicans iraq is now his 
problem to solve every poll showed the president had a considerable edge in dealing with iraq even as 
support for the war itself diminished perhaps as early as this weekend there's likely to be a battle for fallujah 
there's no doubt it's a battle the americans can win but at what cost and then come january about the time 
the president is sworn in again should that happen there are supposed to be elections in iraq today given the 
state of play there it is how it is hard to see how they can be run doesn't mean they won't be but the situation 
on the ground has to change the president pushed hard to take the country to war in iraq and the post war 
has hardly gone well his legacy will be on the line there and for all the talk about values tonight and we take 
that seriously his party's prospects will be at stake as well colin powell famously said about iraq you break it 
you fix it should the president win tonight iraq is his problem to fix his place in history may well depend on it 
as you look at these numbers aaron right now you'd rather be bush than carrick i'd rather be bush than carrie 
by a lot right now yeah i mean we're sort of beyond the inside straight analogy he it's ohio or nothing i mean 
you he has to win there and he's not going to win there it doesn't seem tonight he's going to have to win it 11 
days out but he has to win the other states too he absolutely has to well he but again i mean if you look at 
the map he is without projecting anything he stands the senator stands a good chance of winning in 
minnesota he stands and a pretty good chance of winning iowa michigan certainly iowa and wisconsin are 
pretty much in play at this point let's assume he sweeps them okay let's assume he does that loses 
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okay let's assume he does that loses nobody loses nevada loses uh new mexico he still has to win ohio and 
we're still not gonna he he can't win it tonight he could lose it tonight but as i listen to the secretary of state 
seem pretty clear to me that we're a week and a half two weeks away from if that's where we are that ohio is 
the ultimate tipping point we're not going to know we may all be wind up we may all go be going out to 
columbus ohio the next two weeks 11 days they're going to wait to count those provisional ballots and you 
heard ken blackwell the secretary of state say there might be as many as 250 000 which is what the 
democrats are suggesting it's going to make us wish that the florida this election was florida because i can 
tell you that ohio in late november is a lot less pleasant weather than florida in late november columbus ohio 


i'm not kidding david gergen has been with us all night he's still with us and we may be here for a few more 
hours who knows david uh give us your take at this moment what time is it almost 2 a.m on the east coast 
well wolf i had a question for you if we do have to wait on ohio is is it possible that bush could go ahead and 
get his 20-21 votes tonight from the states that are still outstanding he has a slight lead in iowa could he if he 
if he cobbles together iowa nevada and new mexico for example i don't have the numbers right in front of me 
is that enough to win for or or can he put together a combination that's still out there well you know we if we if 
you do the math and you take a look at some of those numbers uh you know he's getting pretty close iowa 
has seven new mexico has five that's 12. and uh nevada which is the other state you're looking at has five 
that's uh 17. he's a little short but he's still a little short even if he carries those three states yeah what about 
other states remaining are there wisconsin wisconsin minnesota uh and michigan those states i think as the 
last time i checked kerry was slightly slightly ahead right the bush people thought they might be 
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the bush people thought they might be able to carry wisconsin i don't know what the numbers are there well 
we could get those numbers for our viewers and put them up but uh but but what you're what are you what's 
the bottom line of what you're saying dan well my the bottom line is this that um if kerry sweeps the boards 
as as aaron was just saying on everything else other than ohio and ohio can't be resolved tonight the 
country's clearly going to have to wait these ten days uh to to because it's not just the uh it's not just the 
provisional ballots it's also the military ballots uh and then there's gonna be a lot of suspense about how 
those all add up together um so but that that assumes kerry sweeps the board what if bush picks off two or 
three or four of these states that are still outstanding he would still win tonight even without ohio we wouldn't 
have to wait the ten days yeah right that's uh you know what uh we're going to do right now and i want to go 
up to a screen david stand by ohio we've never done this before but this is the first time we're going to do it 
look at this ohio cnn is now projecting is a green state too close to call a green state that's because with 93 
percent of the precincts reporting bush has 2.595 million votes kerry is 2.491 million votes about a hundred 
thousand votes spread 93 percent of the vote in we've got a lot of information based on exit polls based on 
real numbers based on surveys we are now projecting and this is a real projection that ohio is too close to 
call it's a green state uh jeff jeff greenfield uh uh before we talk to jeff greenfield let's take a look at the race 
for the white house as it stands right now 249 for bush electoral votes 211 for kerry 270 needed and you 
know what we've never seen this before a green state the buckeye state ohio uh is that's something we didn't 
necessarily anticipate although we had it in our color scheme yeah i think in 2000 it was yellow but i 
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yeah i think in 2000 it was yellow but i think you know i guess what they'll say in ohio is it's not easy being 
green first to answer dave gergen's question it is theoretically possible for bush to get to 270 without ohio if 
he took one of the upper midwestern states if he could take minnesota and iowa and new mexico and hawaii 
he could do that that's possible the second question is this four years ago in that recount one of the reasons 
why al gore had had some strength to do this was that he had gotten half a million more votes in the country 
than bush it didn't mean anything legally but but it had a kind of important political message if if we go out of 
ohio with george bush holding say a 50 000 vote lead and it comes down to provisional ballots john kerry and 
his campaign has to challenge george bush knowing that they have lost the national popular vote by three 
and a half million votes it's a much it's a much tougher position i think politically well two things one they 
would say three and a half million but it's also three percent and they would point to the last time we had a 
big conference like that 1876 where the popular vote was three percent but it wasn't three and a half million 
but the other thing that's very interesting i just spoke to a number of members of the kerry campaign sounds 
like not only do they not want to concede but they're now in formal recount mode and that they may be 
prepared in the next couple of hours to announce several lawyers who are going to head up efforts not only 
in ohio but significantly in iowa as well remember well if the numbers initially show they're losing iowa iowa 
doesn't have an automatic recount law but it seems they're prepared to go to court and try and pursue that 
effort i'm really making a point that i think it gets much tougher to take this into overtime when you're running 
three million votes but legally absolutely the electoral vote is what counts it's simply but you know david jeff 


you know the mood you know the mood of the democratic party right now do you have any doubt whatsoever 
despite the 3 million let's say whatever the spread is nationally in the general vote that if they felt they could 
get more votes in ohio they wouldn't do that if they if they if they have a chance to 
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if they if they if they have a chance to win the presidency by challenging ohio sure they will do them of course 
they would because they they're looking at four years ago they won they won an election uh the popular got 
the highest popular vote in the history of the country and they they didn't see the president judy woodruff's at 
the cnn election analysis center and she's going to explain to us judy i hope you're going to explain to us how 
is it that we were able to project too close to call for ohio this critical battleground state right now well wolf 
because literally with a hundred and four thousand vote margin between uh president bush and john kerry 
president out in front there are still i'm told something like 387 000 votes still outstanding now we're trying to 
confirm these numbers because separately we're told better than 90 percent of the precincts are in but still 
that many hundreds of thousands of votes still out and then you just heard ken blackwell ohio secretary of 
state saying that there are at least 120 000 provisional votes out and jeff toobin our legal analyst was with 
me we were jeff you and i were talking about this because the kerry campaign is saying there could be as 
many as 250 000 so the math does present itself as as possible for carrie to make up the difference if you 
add up the 387 000 votes plus the theoretically 250 000 provisional ballots that gives us 600 000 outstanding 
ballots in ohio with a hundred thousand margin that seems too close to call now one complicating thing of 
course is that we don't know those provisional ballots it's there's it's believed that they are primarily 
democratic but we have no way of knowing we don't know how many there are exactly it could be a hundred 
thousand it could be 250 we heard ken blackwell the other thing and i've just been checking with stu 
rothenberg on this uh and we want to be clear about that is 
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uh and we want to be clear about that is that of the vote that hasn't been counted the the actual vote that's 
outstanding a lot of it is in areas that george bush has done very well in so you can't assume that most of 
that vote would automatically go to john kerry but because we can't be sure we are saying ohio is too close 
to call and just to be precise judy and jeff there may be other news organizations that have projected ohio a 
win for john kerry cnn is not we're saying it's too close to call we have a ton of information about this state but 
we can't project it a win for george w bush or john kerry at this point because as you point out jeffrey there 
may be as many as six hundred thousand votes still out there i i i go ahead jeff you want to make a point well 
that's right and and just to to complicate matters a little further there are also recount provisions in ohio ohio 
has a law that says if the election is within point two five percent a quarter of a percent that's an automatic 
recount that is about thirteen thousand votes kerry is well short of automatic recount territory however under 
ohio law any candidate and any five group of group of five voters can ask for a recount so that is also a 
possibility that's out there uh wolf if i could just interrupt very quickly and bring some news to our viewers 
from the state of iowa and that is we are told that because of broken machines and i'm reading now a report 
into cnn because of a delay in opening absentee ballots and apparent fatigue in the office of the election 
officials this is all going to delay the secretary of state's report of a final count in the presidential election in 
iowa until sometime on wednesday now we have just learned this just a matter of a few minutes ago from 
iowa election officials there are at least two central count 
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there are at least two central count machines these are machines that are used to read paper ballots used by 
optical scanners in greene county and harrison county these have broken down according to the secretary of 
state's office new machines are being sent tomorrow from the manufacturer shortly after midnight we are 
also told that absentee ballots are still being opened in lee county for all these reasons and because of the 
fatigue i'm using the word that the folks in iowa are using we're not going to get an iowa account so both in 
the states of iowa wolf and ohio we are looking at a delay in knowing the results of those states so we won't 


know the results of iowa at least until tomorrow larry you want to weigh in yeah this both of you judy and wolf 
does that mean that unless president bush takes four out of the other six states we don't have a result tonight 
we may not have a result tonight that's right we don't have we're gonna we're gonna continue to watch iowa 
uh and uh iowa what has seven electoral votes those are very important electoral votes judy just to be pre 
just to be precise right now too close to call in ohio and iowa presumably we're not going to be able to know 
the winner of iowa because of these mechanical problems and fatigue that you're talking about that's right 
but i think we want to be clear on ohio wolf and that is that if the regular vote count proceeds and the margin 
gets down to a very small number it may become mathematically very difficult for john kerry to make that up 
we're not there yet but but if they keep counting and the president keeps up the margin or that or excuse me 
if that margin grows the provisional ballot safety net if you will may begin to look uh you know even more 
remote but we're not there yet we're learning a lot about these provisional ballots we'll see what happens 
there judy stand 


03:46:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=13560s 





we'll see what happens there judy stand by ed henry is in washington now you're getting some information in 
washington about uh ohio as well what are you hearing at that's right wolf obviously both sides both parties 
have had lawyers in place for a long time whether it's florida ohio whichever state they need to go to in order 
to mobilize if in fact there's a recount if there are legal challenges in any of these battleground states some 
information coming into cnn democratic sources telling us that the owner of the boston red sox john henry 
has gotten his private plane ready the pilot for that plane was told a few hours ago get the plane ready we're 
not sure where it's going yet but have it ready to go so that democratic lawyers can be deployed to 
whichever state they fee feel they need to go to at some point this evening overnight or first thing in the 
morning we do not know whether that plane has left we don't think it has but we've been told by democratic 
sources that the plane for john henry owner of the boston red sox somebody who has endorsed john kerry 
for president has his private plane at the ready for democratic lawyers to mobilize whenever they are ready 
to do that obviously the red sox after winning the world series have been locked up in the middle of this 
presidential campaign their start pitcher kurt schilling endorsed president bush a little bit of controversy about 
that then john henry and the general manager theo epstein they endorsed john kerry a few days later but 
now we're hearing john henry's private plane could be dragged into all of this if in fact there are any legal 
challenges any recounts and if they're if they're heading out to certain states we presume they'd be going to 
columbus ohio the capital maybe des moines iowa as well it looks like there's going to be a delay at least 
until tomorrow for a certification of who won there and and you know what we still haven't heard from several 
other states that henry good reporting for us let's go back and and bring in our analysts larry it gets a little 
stranger and stranger as we as we go into this long long night i'm trying to figure out the president can still 
win if he wins what if he wins minnesota michigan wisconsin wisconsin or two of those three and nevada and 
new mexico he would win right now 
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right now look he's 21 he's 21 votes short of an absolute majority take ohio out there's a combination there 
where he could do it sure but we haven't heard for hours what's going on in michigan what's going on in 
wisconsin what's going on you know and i think that's a good point let's bring up those numbers michigan 
wisconsin minnesota let's see in iowa of course where those votes stand uh carlos you know you're looking 
perplexed out there you usually got a big smile on your face you still still have a smile on my face as exciting 
as we hoped it would be a couple interesting things to think about iowa democratic control of state 
government there the governor as well as secretary of state on the other hand you go to ohio you've got a 
republican governor republican secretary of state we learned in 2000 in florida how important who controls 
those two seats are so we may hear about that again and in iowa i understand and here's a little deja vu all 
over again that david kendall president clinton's former lawyer may head up the recount effort there so we're 
start likely to start to hear the names of some pretty big known uh big-name lawyers all right jeff come on up 
with me i want to take a look at some of these states uh that are still uh they're still too close to that we can't 
project yet ohio uh what we're going to have to do yeah is break precedent ask the nice people in the control 


room if they can get us the popular vote in each states these are the states we're talking about but it would 
be really good to see the popular vote the vote totals as they go on on each state i can tell you for instance 
that in iowa right now john kerry trails george bush by about eight or nine thousand votes that he's a a little 
bit ahead in wisconsin that in ohio we know the margin is um about 107 000 votes keeps changing with 96 
percent of the precincts and that's the one we've been talking about remember iowa is a state that john kerry 
that that al gore i'm sorry carried four years ago narrowly and at right now with 96 percent of the vote in as 
you'll see in a minute george bush is leading on the other hand nevada is a state that george bush carried for 
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george bush carried for four years ago right now if my memory is right at this hour john kerry has a narrow 
lead and we know nothing about what's going on so far in michigan or in minnesota or in hawaii but as soon 
as the right buttons are pushed and we pay that electrical bill we're going to find out what these numbers are 
we'll see the wrong numbers coming in we do see the projections uh the percentages of the precincts 
reporting 90 percent up there 70 the these precincts are are are coming in with their numbers we're going to 
put the hard numbers up there uh iowa is going to wait at least until tomorrow jeff that's important news that 
we heard because of fatigue and some malfunction of these voting machines that wasn't supposed to 
happen after the last time thank you thank you thank you all right let's start up here in ohio first uh with 96 of 
the precincts reporting 2.687 million for bush 2.564 for kerry uh what about 120 thousands about 122 000 
vote plurality so far for bush and this margin has increased marginally as this as we approach 100 percent 
that one gets very tricky new mexico which uh kerry carried with 93 percent of the vote we're not projecting 
george w bush is ahead by about 28 and a half thousand in a small state like mexican new mexico that's 
significant it is but it would be a takeaway it would be a takeaway from the democrats iowa carried narrowly 
by the democrat al gore uh in 2000 an 11 000 vote lead with 96 of the vote in but we heard that the secretary 
of state's going to wait until tomorrow to certify who won michigan is a state that kerry was supposedly going 
to win relatively easily 76 percent of the precincts reporting 1.797 million for kerry 1.681 million for bush it's 
116 000 vote lead i like to do these raw numbers because of old-fashioned uh that's a likely carry win but 
lord knows we're not projecting hawaii i'm not sure how we have a 
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hawaii i'm not sure how we have a hundred and twenty thousand votes and with zero percent of the 
precincts reporting it sounds like the old chicago days but it's a carry lead wisconsin this is the state that al 
gore took by two tenths of one percent here we are again john kerry has a margin of about 25 000 votes with 
84 percent of the vote in minnesota kerry has a a somewhat more comfortable margin of about 118 000 
votes three quarters of the voting and nevada which bush carried for uh four years ago he has got a 5 000 
vote lead with slightly more than half of the vote and these are the states that we're waiting for but this is still i 
think it's fair to say the critical state ohio right now it is it is unlikely to answer larry king's question that george 
w bush can get to 270 just with this batch of states possible but i'm like so while we're here take a look at the 
popular vote and i'll show it to our viewers as well with 85 percent of the national precincts reporting 52 for 
president bush 48 for john kerry less than 1 for ralph nader so right now gentlemen the likelihood is there will 
be no winner tonight or at least no announcement but but two two interesting wrinkles we should add 
remember that four years ago in iowa george bush won the vote among those who showed up at the polls on 
election day it wasn't until they added in the absentee ballots that al gore won by 4144 worth remembering 
that and in new mexico they may have one of the two or three most liberal laws in terms of provisional ballots 
and how those are counted so we may show up with lawyers in new mexico when all said and done this is 
the first time all the states are required to have these provisional ballots which which they were not required 
four years ago to have we don't know how many there are in any of these states we don't know how many 
absentee ballots there are military ballots coming in from around the country and around the world i think on 
that point though carlos and jeff if they're gonna get down to counting military ballots that's good news for the 
president and the point about 
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for the president and the point about this is you know i'm sure people out there saying hey it's two o'clock in 
the morning other other networks have called ohio for bush what are you doing what we're doing is trying to 
remember what happened four years ago and not make that mistake again this is not a caution based on any 
political preference or judgment except that we want to be sure when we tell you which candidate has won a 
state that we're right if you were president bush would you come forward now and make an acceptance 
speech what an interesting question that's why i asked the answer until he knows that it's certified until it's 
obviously clear that he's going to capture ohio and maybe uh not do that well in the other states i think he's 
going to be relatively cautious as well a network has called it for them you know what networks could do 
whatever they want we're not making any projections in ohio other than to project that it's too close to call 
right now we learned a lesson from four years ago and i think that that's a smart lesson uh and we'll continue 
to heed that lesson we may get a statement from both camps well that's the point uh traditionally you do not 
go and acknowledge victory until your opponent concedes and based on what we heard from the kerry 
campaign they aren't about to get they're not conceived we heard mary beth cahill the campaign chair 
specifically say they want to see what those provisional ballots in ohio look like it to remind our viewers we 
spoke with kent blackwell the secretary of state of ohio just vice president nixon that the election had been 
stolen from him and that he ought to contest it and uh richard nixon who was no slouch as a partisan himself 
decided at that time that he would not do that that it would be bad for the country one wonders of course in 
the light of that what advice might be given by that senator's brother the former president's brother britt i can 
tell you that senator kennedy's fingerprints on the carry campaign throughout the last year and a half have 
been unmistakable uh his chief of 
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have been unmistakable uh his chief of staff mary beth cahill is serving as senator kerry's campaign 
manager bob schrum long time speechwriter and strategist for ted kennedy is advising senator kerry and 
really did seem to sort of emerge in his presence and his rhetoric in senator Kerry's speeches in the final 
month of this elect this campaign uh so indeed senator kerry has been throughout this campaign one of the 
strong suits in fact he threw early on in the primaries and caucuses tremendous labor support for senator 
kerry that made a big difference in iowa and new hampshire so he has had a profound effect and this 
meeting may indeed be a profound discussion as to what senator kerry might do before the evening or i 
should say now the morning is out all right carl thanks a lot uh we're going to take a brief break here um well 
in a minute we're going to take a break i'm sorry um when it look when it looked as though um carrie was 
going to win this thing because of the exit polls there was discussion in the caring camp of what kind of a 
speech kerry would give and it was going to be unity speech uh it was going to be you know bring the 
country together and and all of that now this this this confab between between kennedy and and and carrie 
it'd be very fascinating to see whether carrie comes out with a unity speech and tries to you know unite the 
country or in in Kennedy's kennedy has been a firebrand all the way along and uh i i would like to think that 
kennedy would rise above that now if indeed it looks as though kerry can't win and and do the unity thing i 
think he will because i think it is important to the kennedy family they know what nixon did with a narrower 
margin in illinois in texas the two states that put kennedy over against nixon in 1960 i believe in considerably 
narrower margin than it looks like bush is going to have in ohio i think senator kennedy would and also 
senator kennedy being such a hero to liberals and to the left wing of the party would have the credibility if he 
stood with senator kerry i think to convince perhaps parts of the democratic party not to go into the fever 
swamps of conspiracies that juan was correctly describing something that some of them will go into so it 
would be an active statesmanship i think for senator 
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active statesmanship i think for senator kennedy to emerge with senator kerry assuming the popular vote 
plays out this way we're a little premature we we haven't seen all the popular vote in ohio that we've called 
and we haven't still seen the additional state presumably in new mexico or iowa that will put bush over the 
top but i i've got to think that senator kennedy does not want to be the person who throws us into a in this 
case i think pointlessly contested election uh with the lawyers for the next two or three weeks i'm not 


prepared to say that senator kennedy whom i've known for a very long time and have always gotten along 
with lacks a bipartisan bone in his body but i think it is fair to say that if he has those bones he hasn't shown 
them lately which is not to say that they won't uh be on display tonight what is your take on no i think you 
know i i'm all for bipartisanship and i think the country is in tremendous need of coming together i'm sorry 
juan i'm going to get your thoughts when you come back we have to take a break because the network 
computer is about to take the show away from us right back with juan williams [Music] people are always 
looking for all natural way and the other battleground states of the upper midwest and also on new mexico 
tonight and even hawaii but the rest of the world has intruded in other ways report from baghdad just a few 
minutes ago that gunmen have killed a senior iraqi oil ministry official in baghdad on wednesday his name is 
hussein ali he was a director general at the oil ministry and he shot dead as he was leaving his home on his 
way to work another report of four jordanian workers kidnapped in iraq today and there was also a car bomb 
or a car bomb driven device at the entrance 
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car bomb driven device at the entrance to baghdad airport today and that killed nine iraqis and i think there 
was one other on a bus tonight which just goes to show you that iraq is going really hard and i beg your 
pardon all right let's go to ohio and listen to the secretary of state having a stand in long lines which were a 
sign of the robust robustness of the the campaign and the vitality of democracy in ohio there's a lot of 
speculation about provisional ballots we've heard numbers thrown around like 250 000 provisional ballots i 
don't know how anybody knows that number because the final tallies have not come in yet they are coming 
in aS we speak we can only give you trends if in fact you carry out the the trend line it looks like we would 
have at the most 175 000 but that is just a speculation we had over a hundred thousand in two thousand 
ninety percent of those were good and given the increase in the number of new [Music] newly registered 
voters the speculation is that you could have a greater number and it looks now trending in as as some of the 
smaller counties have come in with their final numbers in their final tabulations that we're trending towards 
about 175 000 at the high end you know you know i said that that that that's it's trending towards that uh 
yeah but you we will not know and nobody knows how many provisional ballots we 
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knows how many provisional ballots we have had cast until all of the tabulations have come in from across 
the state again i'm not in the i'm not in the business of projections uh that's what you guys do i'm in the 
business of managing uh and administering uh fair uh and efficient elections and that's what we've done in 
the state of ohio in in the 2000 presidential election so that's ken blackwell the secretary of state in ohio 
who's saying the same things in a news conference out there i think he said to us a little while ago but let us 
just go through these two close to project states at the moment because even though they're too close to 
project now as we'll talk in just a minute with george stephanopoulos and mark halperin there may be shifts 
that will account for a whole lot of other potential close enough where your evidence shows that you might 
have won that state uh absent something that you say uh is wrong had happened so right now now and 
maybe they'll come up with something but uh it's not enough just to say that well democrats are unhappy and 
they're dissatisfied because they don't like the results but one's not saying that that's what the case would be 
built on he's just saying that the political sentiment that would animate the politicians involved would be such 
that you he that you what he's saying you'd fight it any way you can fight it you're saying you'd have to have 
evidence that may be true i know but he's talking about not a decision about whether they have evidence 
he's talking about a decision about whether you or whether you take whatever evidence you have and do the 
most you can with it i know but the not when you're that far behind you're going to have to have 
overwhelming evidence uh when you're 25 000 votes behind three and a half million votes behind right now 
at any rate in the popular vote uh and i don't think that evidence is going to exist right and democrats may not 
like it but sometimes you just have to accept defeat well during the break i was talking to a to a former 
democratic official wno who was well connected and he says that 
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who was well connected and he says that the that the owner of the boston red sox who was uh you know 
[Music] fred's favorite team uh uh john henry is chartering planes to carr ferry lawyers into the state of ohio to 
go looking for uh for whatever evidence they could possibly find in whatever case they can possibly do and 
also i heard that that the iowa that they've stopped counting in iowa because the vote counters are 
exhausted and there's been some machine breakdown so we may not know what the iowa result is tonight 
oh boy happy day well we're getting to the point now where we're getting to the outer limits of our own 
coherence here not that we some viewers might think we just passed it a long time ago so what better thing 
to do at such a moment than take a break rothenberg at the cnn election analysis center kenny crowley is in 
boston uh monitoring what's happening with the kerry campaign what is happening there candy uh we are 
told by the kerry campaign that john edwards is going to show up here at copley square uh to address uh the 
crowd at least the crowd that remains um you know two signals here one you can't expect to see the carry 
campaign claim either victory or defeat tonight they're sending out the number two it's really interesting 
because in the past couple of weeks wolf they have told us that in fact the kerry campaign would if if the 
florida-like event uh started uh would go out there and fight it very hard and they had learned a lesson from 
2000 when they think that al gore was too timid to kind of look like a winner the problem of course with the 
scenario here of of uh john kerry coming out and looking like a winner in the way that george bush did during 
the florida recount is that of course there already is a sitting president at the time al gore neither al gore nor 
george bush uh were sitting in the oval office so 
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uh were sitting in the oval office so this is a very difficult situation uh another one of those unprecedented 
elections who'd have thought we'd have two in a row in which they're just going to have to feel their way 
through this and for now the process is john edwards is going to come out and address the crowd and 
there's absolutely no indication whatsoever candy that these democrats are that john kerry is getting ready to 
concede anytime soon no no no no no that's why they're sending out john edwards they have no intention of 
doing that candy crowley in boston uh and we'll of course listen to john edwards once he shows up where 
you are this is uh shaping up jeff greenfield as a quite a cliffhanger i i would say at this point yeah i still i'm i'm 
going to just put this on the table and then let all you people tell me i'm crazy unlike 2000 when al gore could 
go to florida in this fight because the margin is 500 or a thousand votes and i won the national popular vote 
by half a million the carrier campaign has to say well these are the rules were 120 000 votes in the count 
behind in ohio we are going to be close to four three and a half to four million votes behind in the country but 
we're going to go and and make a lawyer-like fight in ohio to get these orders do they have every right to do 
it absolutely are these the rules by which we play the presidency yes all i'm saying is that the that the moral 
force behind an argument like this as opposed to gore's argument it's just tougher the spread right now look 
at the spread in the national uh this is ohio right now the spread looks like it's grown a little bit with 9700 of 
the vote yeah it looks like wider as opposed to what the democrats hoped for would get narrower and all the 
money that's been spent in the closet you would do the same if you were the other side right if you'd spent 
two years of your life and hundreds of millions of dollars fighting for the presidency in this intense thing and 
you had a chance to learn of course you would i i am making an argument about the difficulty of 
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difficulty of convincing the public that you are fighting the good fight their their partisans will buy it look it's the 
same thing that the bush people did when they lost the popular they've got every right to do it all i'm saying is 
it's a tough so much of what's going to happen tonight and tomorrow carlos is going to be posturing posturing 
by both the democrats and the republicans smart for john edwards to be coming on shortly in boston to make 
a speech they do it goes back to the conversation larry started a little while ago the public relations game 
and the need to say something to not allow it be a vacuum i think what's interesting on the republican side is 
who do you put forward it's unlikely that you would have vice president cheney step forward wouldn't be 
surprised to see jim baker but might really expect perhaps either see mark roscoe the campaign chairman or 
maybe karen hughes who we saw tonight those are two faces that that jeff might think may be able to make 
the argument i think a little bit better and what does senator edwards say i think it's a bit along the lines of 


crosstalk look we don't know who won ohio and there are hundreds of thousands of provisional ballots out 
there they could make the difference the argument will probably be and this will sound very familiar to all of 
us we need to count every vote every vote counts yeah yeah and we're going to make sure that every vote 
costs that's what presumably he will say once he emerges we'll take that live we'll stand by they're going to 
assume this takes place in a in an environment where once we find out what happened in wisconsin iowa 
minnesota and michigan ohio would make the difference for kerry right could be good because as you 
pointed out before there's still i think is the mathematical opportunity that the president can could win without 
ohio just order there'll be people who went to bed knowing another network called it and then wake up in the 
morning like when a lot of us did and then learned that it ain't over two other networks uh projected 
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networks uh projected ohio going to the president and that would bring the number up to 269 with the new 
house of representatives that would go to the house of representatives presumably that would be a win for 
george w bush but to our viewers in the united states and around the world we are saying that based on all 
the information that we we have at cnn's too close to call that's the green color that we've put up there too 
close to call in ohio for us to project the winner and as a result we're not going to project a winner carlos you 
know if iowa does work out in the president's favor a big win again that was another one those dukakis states 
that michael dukakis won among the few states and one of the people who will certainly get credit for it is 
chuck grassley the republican senator who while he was running for re-election spent a lot of his time and 
frankly a lot of his money and even his ads touting the president so we've still got a ways to go but if iowa 
ultimately works out it will be a meaningful shift on the geography while we're standing by to to hear from 
john edwards the democratic vice presidential candidate let's bring back david gergen he's joining us once 
again uh david this has been like a roller coaster that's been going back and forward up and down an 
emotional seesaw i would suspect all day for both of these candidates it has indeed and let me if i might 
respond if to jeff greenfield's point he has enormously important and a persuasive argument that with the 
president so far ahead in the popular vote john carr it'd be very difficult for john kerry to sustain any kind of 
long-term challenge but i would suggest if you look at the states outside ohio it looks very unlikely that 
george bush can win without ohio and john kerry clearly cannot win without ohio so it really does come down 
in the end that both candidates need ohio and it does seem to me that kerry has two things he could rely on 
to make the argument to continue to the county in ohio one is that the secretary of state of ohio or republican 
ken blackwell has just told the nation everybody should take a deep breath we have a law we'll count in 11 
days and it'll be settled so he instead of having a catherine 
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so he instead of having a catherine harris there he has a ken blackwell which makes he's got a more reliable 
foundation for making his argument the other thing he can argue is i do not intend to take this to the courts 
what i will do is abide by the decision of the ohio uh secretary of state in 11 days and i promise to you i 
pledge to the country this will be over in two weeks i will not pursue it beyond that so i do not want to put the 
country through the ordeal of last time i think if he were to do that and to say and to use ken blackwell the 
republican secretary of state or republican governor bob taft i think the country would say that's fair that's fair 
even though george w bush has won the popular vote uh that that's that's fair but we don't want to go 
through a long agony of the kind we went through last time if it's 11 days fair enough the country has waited 
a long time i suppose the democrats will say you know what the country can wait a few more days if 
necessary to make sure that every ballot is counted everyone is satisfied but i agree with you uh david 
though what we heard from ken blackwell when he was interviewed here on cnn just a little while ago was 
impressive let's go to boston right now you see john edwards walking over to the podium he's going to speak 
we're going to listen to what he has to say there are still plenty of supporters of john kerry at copley plaza in 
boston thank you thank you thank you [Music] it's been a long night but we've waited four years for this 
victory we can wait one more night tonight john and i are so proud of all of you who are here with us and 
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of all of you who are here with us and all of you across the country who have stood with us in this campaign 
john kerry and i made a promise to the american people that in this election every vote would count and 
every vote would be counted tonight we are keeping our word and we will fight for every vote you deserve no 
less thank you thank you there he is john edwards the democratic vice presidential nominee making it clear 
to the entire nation to the entire world that the democratic team is not ready to concede by any means they're 
going to challenge they're going to fight and they're going to see what they can do we will fight he said jeff 
greenfield i think we predicted basically he seemed if i may um judge the expression on his face uh as 
against the gestures he seemed rather determinedly to be making there the thumbs up and all that which is 
what you do you got you know any politician has to come out to a group of people been sitting out there for 
seven hours in the rain with some feeling for them and you don't want to throw cold water on them and 
they're entitled to a little pep and he gave him a little but not a lot i wouldn't say let's check in for a second 
with carl cameron more just uh hold that thought uh carl what's your sense of that statement uh well spread a 
number of things first of all the crowd was is already silenced and dispersing quite quickly uh a few thousand 
people here and uh it was clear that senator edwards is trying to make is they're going another day on this 
uh john edwards took the role that was commerce former commerce secretary bill daley's uh for al gore four 
years ago in nashville uh when uh al gore was on his way up to 
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uh when uh al gore was on his way up to actually concede and was stopped by a man who's now working for 
john kerry named david morehouse and said don't go and shortly thereafter bill daley went up and said uh 
we're going to count every vote and it's going to be a while uh the the edward the carrie edwards campaign 
has suggested that the combination of what mr edwards just said and the mary beth cahill statement was 
meant to be tough they are they are not backing away from the challenge in ohio which is not to say that 
they're going to wage some sort of a litigation carpet bombing of the country but they are definitely going to 
make sure that everything is exhausted in ohio no matter how long that takes well of course you have to get 
in now to the question of what the procedures permit if the margin comes out and of course it was up to 
something 120 628 000 something like that when last week looked with only a few percent uh a few precincts 
remaining that would put it outside the margin of an automatic recount so i suppose you can demand a 
recount of some kind let's look at it now uh 125 000 votes plus a couple hundred for president bush with 97 
percent of the precincts in that's a that's a reasonably substantial margin two percent margin there um i 
suppose you'd have to find an awful lot of alleged irregularities and mis under-counted votes and provisional 
ballots and absentee votes that broke for you and an awful lot of stuff to make the case plausibly that you 
you really did win the election i mean what the recount process is designed to do is to make sure that the 
person who who appears to won the election really did and you have to have something to go on uh carl i 
you know it's a quarter percent margin or less of the total vote that was met easily in a bunch of states four 
years ago but it isn't here well and it won't be 11 it will be 11 days before according to ohio secretary of state 
ken blackwell they'll actually take a look at the 200 to 250 000 some odd provisional ballots and the overseas 
ballots so that's a bit 
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and the overseas ballots so that's a bit of a lag time in all of this and again mathematically senator kerry 
would have to win an overwhelming majority of all of them presumably to make up the gap uh nonetheless 
they as we've said all night long i mean the other thing is brit there is a tremendous army of carrie edwards 
supporters in ohio 3 200 lawyers just from ohio alone in ohio never mind those that are presumably looking 
for early morning flights from around the country to go there dude i mean i mean you look at so many 
lawsuits i mean i mean you kind of begin to wonder here carl what exactly they could all do i mean i suppose 
you could solicit testimony from people in precincts who will say that they tried to vote and got uh and got 
hustled off to buffalo or somewhere but but you know yeah it's a big margin to upset clearly and they seem to 
be recognizing that we're still told there's a possibility that even senator kerry could could surface before the 
evening is out though judging from the way this crowd is dispersing and the way the carry campaign seems 
to be sort of shutting down for the evening uh it looks as though they're going to fight again and fight again 


tomorrow britain all right carl un appreciate it very much uh keep us posted if there's anything more to tell us 
in the meantime you of all people deserve rest after uh your long uh uh see your long uh journey with uh with 
the carey campaign from the start michael barone is standing by with uh some further thoughts michael what 
can you tell us about these remaining states well iowa brit uh we're seeing uh george w bush hold on to a 11 
point 11 000 vote lead there's not much in the way of other precincts there's 66 precincts left out they don't 
seem to be any in heavily democratic areas now that wapello county uh the city of ottumwa the small factory 
town in southeastern minnesota uh hawaii and uh what was the third state already michigan uh which uh 
yeah that's right not that many states left to go and if we take a look at the race for the white house with the 
hawaii 
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race for the white house with the hawaii now blue bush at 249 kerry at 242 remember 270 we always remind 
our viewers needed for this race no one can win tonight only three states left and that's wisconsin new 
mexico and nevada and they can't total enough to give anyone a win but here's here's an interesting yes but 
here's an interesting piece of the public relations psychological game does everyone go to sleep tonight with 
john kerry far behind in the popular vote but ahead in the electoral vote uh like he could be that's possible it 
depends on which network they watch if they watched us yes but think about that but think about the public 
relations conflict you you talked before about the perception about the moral weight there is a chance that 
americans wake up to headlines that says john kerry ahead in the electoral vote far behind or meaningfully 
behind the pop two million let's say yeah but that is a pretty convincing lead in ohio isn't it can we go up to 
the map for a second sure it's slated go ahead jeff jeff we can do whatever we want let's just let's just without 
we don't have the point if you got that but we could do it on this one assume for a minute that wisconsin goes 
for kerry that's 252 electoral votes we'll leave iowa out of the picture nevada and new mexico could easily flip 
in both states but let's assume that they do so that's 257 to 256 with iowa outstanding and ohio with 120 000 
vote bush lead but provisional ballots and bush with a four million vote thing okay uh maybe we could 
actually do this and so it'll be a little clearer let's um you ready wolf yeah okay this is what we call jeff's 
electoral worksheet yes this shows you i have no life i even do this when there's not a presidential election 
let's give wisconsin to kerry uh turn that state blue if we can please any minute and now we have 252 votes 
for kerry now even though these these two states may flip let's just keep them the way they were in 2000. 
let's make new mexico blue 
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were in 2000. let's make new mexico blue with five electoral votes which will bring kerry up to 257 let's keep 
nevada red and that would give bush 256. 254 that's right so it's basically even with iowa and ohio 
outstanding now carlos's point fellas in the control room bear with me take nevada and turn it blue which is 
entirely possible and you carlos your point survives so we go to sleep at night this way kerry with 262 votes 
bush with 249 iowa uncalled but bush leading ohio and colbert bush with a hundred thousand vote lead and 
bush with a four million vote popular plurality and lawyers swarming over the midwest instead of the south 
this time and a public relations battle that starts with john edwards and won't end for a couple weeks maybe 
and the popular vote meaningless right except for a public relationship strikes meaningless for whose 
presence strikes me as another campaign to begin the abolition of the electoral college just done by the 
republicans yeah they've been in favor of it they may switch we're told by the way that the president united 
states is still in the residence in the white house watching all of this on television i can only assume that john 
kerry is watching all of this no one is going to sleep we're not going to sleep certainly they're not going to be 
going to sleep uh anytime soon although at some point presumably they'll want to get a good night's sleep 
what are we now waiting for we're waiting to get more information those states would be very important and 
remember that for people looking at jeff's electoral worksheet those are only projections that are not even 
projections that's only jeff greenfield playing around with numbers how about what ifs that's a good name for 
that how about it could happen all right well let's take a look at the popular vote right now and i'll go over here 
and show our viewers with 89 percent of the precincts around the united states now officially reporting 
president remaining at 51 kerry at 48 nader with one percent 
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kerry at 48 nader with one percent take a look at this spread it's a little bit more than three million votes you 
know it's a moral it's a moral advantage but in practical terms of politics as important as the popular vote is 
this electoral vote is is the critical vote first nader is now under half of one percent if i do my math right this is 
a 3.8 million vote margin and every results are in and we have a winner for tonight the people of california 
people of california are the winners today big hands of the people last year last year you elected me and last 
year you sent me up to sacramento i knew that i was doing the movie twins but i did not know but anyway let 
me let me just say last year you elected me and you sent me to sacramento to create some action and this is 
exactly what i've done we've turned around the state we created some action and we tried to make it again 
the golden state it once was or tonight you gave me the tools that they needed to get the job done and i 
wanted to thank the people for working so hard there were thousands and thousands of volunteers that i saw 
when i traveled up and down the state of california campaigning for my initiatives and campaigning for the 
different candidates i tell you that the kind of work that i've seen was so inspirational it was uplifting and i 
want to thank all those volunteers for putting up the yard signs for going out handing out leaflets doing 
fundraisers knocking on doors making phone calls and campaigning and campaigning and campaigning so 
because of all this hard work i think the people spoke loud and clear this was a victory that was not a victory 
for me but it was a victory from the people of california it's a big hand to the people of 
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california and today the voice of the people was loud and clear that the people said no to the job killers and 
yes for a booming economy the people said no to the budget busters and yes the fiscal responsibility the 
people said no to criminal loopholes and yes for safer streets the people said no to out-of-control gambling 
and yes the fair share for california and the people once again said no to the special interest and yes for 
reform and now and now look what we have accomplished we passed proposition 1a to exactly to stop to 
stop the state from raiding local governments and to protect local services and we passed proposition 64 to 
stop the shakedown lawsuits and to protect the jobs and it is still a little early to tell but it looks like we 
defeated proposition 66. which which are the which was to stop the assault on the three-strike 
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to stop the assault on the three-strike law and to make sure that our criminals are off the streets and behind 
bars where they belong and and we defeated proposition 68 and 70 a huge defeat for gam for gambling 
special interest and a huge victory for california communities and california taxpayers and envy passed 
proposition 16 and i'm sorry for interrupting professor tribe go ahead finish your thought on uh why this 
provisional ballot count it's not a recount it's a count uh why you see it as all that important well it's a matter 
of basic right and among the provisional ballots that were cast in ohio in 2000 when congress had not yet 
passed this law i think some 90 ended up being counted as lawfully cast ballots so in the end it's not very 
easy to say how the outcome will be the arithmetic is not very favorable for john kerry but these votes are not 
are not his to dispose of these voters had a right to vote and until it becomes clear that their votes are moot 
those votes have a right to be counted boyden yeah i can't quarrel with that except for this for this proposition 
we don't know all the facts at the moment but it appears as though the president will have 125 000 minimum 
vote lead in iowa and ohio after the voting is stopped in the state that means for 175 000 provisionals maybe 
150 000 of good uh the pres the challenger senator kerry has to win in order to make up the difference 125 
out of those 150 that's five out of every six that strikes me as being extremely implausible that doesn't mean 
it shouldn't be counted but but what i think is going to happen if we go down this road is 


04:30:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=16201s 





we go down this road is they're going to have to start scrambling for votes elsewhere in the state we're going 
to see lots of other challenges trying to cobble up a few votes here a couple of few votes there and we could 
be in for a lot more than simply 10 days and let me let me throw a little another wrinkle in here under ohio law 
each of the 88 counties in ohio counts its provisional ballot separately but there's the question left undefined 


in the law what standard do they use how do you decide what's a legitimate provisional ballot and what's not 
and do all larry do all 88 counties have to use the same standard because isn't that what the supreme court 
said in bush vigor well this report said that in a recount situation which it was careful to limit to a recount 
situation under the supervision of one single authority there has to be a uniform standard it's not clear 
whether that applies in a circumstance where the decentralized decisions of the separate parts of the state 
from the get-go are left to their own devices the way congress left them in the help america vote act i 
suppose if anyone is going to challenge the lack of uniformity here and take it to court it would probably have 
to be president of the united states because if in the end despite the uphill arithmetic if in the end it is 
counting these provisional ballots that puts john kerry over the top the objection to the way they were 
counted perhaps not uniformly would presumably be that of of the president same time the secretary of state 
might decide that they can be counted uniformly within the statutes of the state of ohio and i haven't taken a 
look this evening at whether the statutes give the secretary that discretion and rather than scrounging for 
votes around the state i'm told that as of now there was a 
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i'm told that as of now there was a federal injunction that required that people who stood out in the rain for 
five hours and learned that there were no machines there i'd be allowed to vote on paper ballots and i'm told 
that they weren't and it's not clear what the shakeout will be when we look at the total tally in the state of ohio 
so boyden one one standard for all 88 counties i don't think frankly it really matters i don't think that's gonna i 
think it's going to even out i think the bigger question is are we are down a slippery slope here where the 
mobilization of these lawyers like world war one is tantamount to a declaration of of a war because i do not 
see uh that senator kerry can get i have no problem accounting important you may not need lawyers i mean 
you know it doesn't take a lawyer to count the provisional ballot but i'm not on one of those jets going down 
there and so far as i know it is the secretary of state of ohio a republican who says he plans to do what the 
law requires and count the ballots i i don't think it would take lawyers to tell him not to well i certainly i think 
that it's that no one can say that senator kerry does not have the right to have those votes counted and that 
those voters don't have anything those voters don't have and no network for example has the right to declare 
uh the the election over uh i just warned that worry that we're gonna not stop there that we'll see a lot more 
unfold as a result it's possible well as you can see we have some agreement here but lawyers have a way as 
matters get more complicated and get more contentious the agreements tend to evaporate jeffrey toobin 
we're going to continue talking to you see boyd and gray lawrence tribe as well thanks to both of you good 
explanation of what's going on cnn's ed henry is joining us once again he's getting some more information 
from his monitoring base in washington d.c what are you hearing it good evening wolf that's right now a lot of 
huddling going on obviously with senator kerry other top democratic party officials we understand senator 
edward kennedy and his wife they've been in the boston town home of senator kerry trying to figure out how 
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senator kerry trying to figure out how far they want to push ohio other states what exactly the strategy is 
going to be for senator kerry moving forward and i can tell you that some democratic strategists are now 
privately saying there's a little bit of a debate developing within the democratic party about how hard to push 
ohio over these provisional ballots obviously some talk among kerry people that these provisional ballots 
could break their way in in a major way but other democrats are now privately saying that the provisional 
ballots may be just as likely to be split between republicans and democrats and it might not be wise to push 
this too hard because they might not all break the carryaway and might not make the difference to to bring 
ohio into his column so there's a little bit of a debate about developing here democratic strategists telling us 
that it's not clear cut about how far in fact democrats are going to push ohio on this provisional ballot 
question as to whether or not they will in fact break kerry's way in fact dan abash cnn's white house 
correspondent reporting that a senior bush aide is also pointing out privately uh that in fact these provisional 
ballots could be just as likely to go republican as democrats so it's not clear yet that they are clearly carry 
votes and if they also have to count as the secretary of state of ohio ken blackwell told us the military ballots 
that are still out there as well almost all of the polls that we've done of u.s military personnel active duty and 


reserve shows a disproportionate majority going for the republican side as opposed to the democratic side 
that's i'm sure an issue that the democrats are going to have to factor in as well but you did hear john 
edwards and say flatly if it takes another day or so they're going to wait they owe it to their democratic 
constituents to make sure that every vote is counted uh and you heard him make that case so if there's a 
debate underway among democrats john edwards certainly wasn't reflecting that debate that's right well he's 
walking a fine line there because there's a lot of pressure within the party as you remember some democrats 
feel that al gore did not 
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some democrats feel that al gore did not push hard enough in 2000 clearly that clearly the carry can't want to 
send a signal tonight that they're ready to fight they're not going to fold their tent they're not going to give in 
some democrats feel that al gore did not fight hard enough joe lieberman did not fight hard enough in 2000 
obviously gordon lieberman would say that they fought as hard as they could but obviously the the kerry 
edwards camp wants to make sure and send a signal to the democratic base that they're not folding their 
tent just yet but there is a debate developing about how far they should push this you reported a little while 
ago that a plane was standing by in boston from theo epstein the general manager of the the boston red sox 
to start bringing attorneys from boston to presumably columbus ohio maybe des moines iowa what are you 
hearing beyond what you've already reported well one little piece of information that has just come in is the 
fact that george mitchell the former democratic senate majority leader is a small has a small piece of the 
boston red sox some people in boston saying that behind the scenes former senator mitchell has been 
talking to john henry the principal owner of the boston red sox about getting active in the campaign trying to 
help out just another layer there of some of the democrats mobilizing to try to help kerry wolfe henry thanks 
very much we'll continue to check in with you check in with all of our reporters much more coverage coming 
up from cnn election headquarters at the nasdaq market site here in times square new york stay with us 
[Music] stay tuned on a night when the president is poised for a clear electoral college victory and at a 
minimum for victory in the house of representatives if that's all that's what it comes to stay tuned news 
election news headquarters in new york with ed bradley bob schieffer leslie stahl mika brzezinski and john 
roberts stay right here with us keep it where it is we'll be right back with [Music] 
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[Music] talk about making any kind of a challenge to these ballots and it appears that the new ink ballots did 
pass their first presidential test the long lines well they can't be blamed on the ballots that was simply due to 
the fact that the turnout was so incredibly large today reporting live from just north of usc patrick healy 
channel 4 news okay patrick governor schwarzenegger had more on his mind tonight than the propositions 
and president bush's re-election you heard him talk about both just a couple of minutes ago he made a stop 
in santa monica santa monica it is late isn't it yes to congratulate a relative in law on his victory tonight 
channel 4's robert kobasic live in santa monica maybe robert you can talk better than i do this is not 
massachusetts that's all i know but for the first time california could have a kennedy [Music] a short time ago 
governor arnold schwarzenegger well we're having a little maybe you can't talk better better than i do you 
can't talk through the static anyway uh you got the gist of it yeah and we'll try to get back him later on now 
results from key races and propositions in the state are being me mortally convinced they're going to carry 
ohio but if they don't george bush could still win by getting wisconsin and iowa and either nevada or new 
mexico so that's pretty much where things stand at the moment leslie stahl what about that south dakota uh 
senate race any decision there yet tom daschle and thune it's just like the presidential race i call it the obr the 
other big race and uh it's it's six hours after the polls close we cannot tell you we cannot predict who's going 
to win look at that 94 percent of the precincts in john thune the former republican congressman has a 
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former republican congressman has a slight lead in the tabulated vote but we are not ready to say which 
candidate is going to win and it's incredible because george bush uh carried so we believe is going to carry 
south dakota by 61 so that's a pretty enormous tide that that tom daschle is fighting against of course he has 
been in congress half his life he is the senate uh leader of the democrats so that's not so surprising let me 
tell you also about florida we haven't had a result in florida that's for the democratic seat being vacated but 
bob graham was retiring exactly and what you have in that state is a situation where mel martinez who the 
white house leaned on and pressured to run because they thought he would he's a hispanic they thought he 
would pump up the hispanic vote to help president bush but betty caster this the former state education 
commissioner commissioner and a college president is giving him one hell of a a run and we are not 
prepared at this point to say what's going to happen there bob graham very popular campaigned with betty 
caster and that may have helped her chances and we just don't know there's one other senate race still 
outstanding that's up in alaska the republican incumbent lisa murkowski looks by the tabulated vote a slight 
lead for president bush 50 49 but only about 10 000 votes spread the secretary of state of iowa saying 
they're going to hold off on declaring any certification who won their they've had some malfunctions of the 
voting machines and there's fatigue among the election workers we won't know about iowa until lamar 
tomorrow nevada with 82 percent of the precincts reporting slightly for president bush as well 50 to 48 
percent by our count based on our projections right now bush has 249 electoral votes kerry has 242 electoral 
votes 
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242 electoral votes the blue states for kerry the red states for bush those white states we have not been able 
to project winners yet the green state ohio it's simply too close to call by our projection 270 needed let's bring 
in our senior white house correspondent john king he's over at the white house watching all of this together 
with us what's the latest from there john wolfe the ghost in the memories of four years ago dictating the white 
house strategy tonight the president is in the residence way past his bedtime a man who likes to go to bed 
around 10 o'clock at night with his senior staff they still say that they plan their plan they have not locked this 
in yet is for the president to go to the ronald reagan building and address supporters tonight the problem now 
is the question of just what to say they are waiting now we are told for nevada and new mexico they believe 
they will win those states as you just noted they are ahead in the vote count but narrowly right now they want 
to see those results come in but they now understand the democrats have said this campaign will not end 
tonight so the debate is do you go and declare victory or do you as most senior bush advisers are telling us 
tonight go over and say it looks good it looks great we think we're on the path to victory but we need to wait 
this out as the rest of the votes have counted obviously it's a very difficult situation to be in some say go 
declare victory that the democratic math in ohio is wrong but others say if you are a president who won a 
contested election last time you believe you're going to win this time and with a majority and that is a big deal 
at this white house they believe the president will win the popular vote and be over 50 percent you want to 
unite the country you do not want to antagonize democrats so give an upbeat optimistic speech to your 
supporters and tell them they need to hang in there for a day or two so john just to speak in journalistic 
language there's no full lid at the white house by any means meaning that they've told the reporters the 
president is going to sleep go go home get out of here because there's not going to be any more news 
coming out of the white house no they have not and both the president and the vice president are here they 
are looking at the results they're talking of key supporters still around the country and they are debating now 
exactly what the president should say if he speaks tonight and we're still told and led to believe that that is 
their 
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and led to believe that that is their inclination obviously they could have the vice president say something if 
they wanted to a short time ago though i was told the plan is still for the president perhaps with the vice 
president with him to go to the reagan building but they're in a difficult dilemma both politically tonight and if 
they if you believe they have won the election and they believe they will win the election they have to govern 
this country come january 20th so you want to rally your supporters and you want to thank them but you do 


not want to do anything to further antagonize the democrats and if the president is leaving the white house 
john we will get word they'll activate the travel pool they will in turn notify all members of all the news 
organizations that the president is leaving so we'll get that official word from the white house at some point if 
the presidential motorcade is going to leave the white house drive a few blocks over to the reagan building it 
is a short walk to the reagan building but the president of course doesn't walk wolf we will know when the 
president is leaving they will give us a heads up and even if they didn't it's a very long motorcade these days 
john king is not leaving the north lawn of the white house at least anytime soon john thanks very much let's 
walk over to uh speak with jeff greenfield carlos watson and larry king first to you jeff un what do you make of 
it ii i want to broaden the focus a little and realize what an extraordinary event this is that a president of the 
united states who never hit much over the 50 percent in job approval ratings who lost the debates by every 
calculation and who it was widely assumed would go down a defeat if there was a massive turnout increase 
in turnout has now at the position where he's on the cusp of winning a second term with a substantial popular 
vote plurality one that exceeds a majority and it it tells you if you if you listen to james carville one of the best 
democratic strategists it tells you that there is perhaps an endemic weakness in the democratic party as it 
tries to to win the presidency in this country and that when this when the dust settles in this one whatever 
happens the democrats are going to have to take a serious look inward at what it is about that party that 
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at what it is about that party that prevents except under extraordinary circumstances the party from reaching 
out and getting a plurality of americans to vote for them for president maybe it needs a clinton type well that'll 
be that'll be one of several right people will say message people will say messenger people will say 
campaign that any of those three people will also say context they may say frankly that uh in the midst of a 
war a wartime commander is not turned out uh there will be a lot of conversation one other thing i wanted to 
add is that you just heard john king say the president's waiting to hear about those two key states there 
might be a great very powerful headline for the president tomorrow which is the president goes to bed ahead 
by 4 million votes popular votes and ahead in the electoral college and is simply waiting to hear on iowa and 
ohio and then i think the democrat position becomes even harder you talked about the popular vote being 
one thing that kind of weighs against them i think if both the popular vote and tonight the electoral vote even 
if it's a tentative tally i think it'd be a tough position to be i think the president are also smart enough to take 
the high road here and say let's count ohio let's go to iowa i want a fair count if there are provisional ballots 
people who voted have their americans have every right to vote let's see who wins we heard that from ken 
blackwell who was a republican secretary of state who wants to run for governor of ohio in 2006. boyden 
gray who was one of the legal foot soldiers in the in the bush campaign and clearly the tone they're taking is 
okay um let's see what happens but generally um when you make that argument you have a lot of 
confidence that you're such well you should have your 140 000 votes ahead but i don't you think that's wiser 
than saying we want it and you should declare it now i think back in 2000 it was much more of a street fight 
the bush campaign went in florida you know more determined to win the gore campaign just saying we're 
going to take this one i think that you're absolutely right they're striking the tone of mag magnanimity they're 
striking the term 


04:48:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=1 7280s 





magnanimity they're striking the term presidency here's another point the the 2002 law requiring provisional 
ballots in every state all 50 states plus the district of columbia there could be provisional ballots that have to 
be counted in some rural uh communities uh to the west mainly uh here in iowa that traditionally favor 
republicans so that could give just the the president a little bit more of an edge here but again they won't start 
counting those on thursday uh the secretary of state's office here saying we may not not know for sure here 
in iowa until next tuesday when everything is said and done dan lee county in des moines iowa jamie axelrod 
is at kerry headquarters in boston jim what can you tell us well dan they literally have turned the lights out 
here at the uh kerry uh headquarters uh about 2 20 in the morning john edwards came out and staked out 
the turf that they would not be giving up any fight and about 20 minutes later there was an announcement 
ladies and gentlemen thanks for coming to election night 2004 and that was it as far as uh the festivities 


when we began this coverage of election night some eight and a half hours ago now on the cbs evening 
news we talked a little bit about the weather when john kerry would address the crowd later that night 
assuming that he did which is why in politics it's never safe to assume anything kerry never made it out 
tonight this whole thing is still in limbo the uh the the party that they had planned uh has been uh called for 
the night and they'll pick things up again uh tomorrow morning dan so jim it's not a case of turning out the 
lights the party's over it's turning out the lights the party's been postponed is that pretty much the attitude of 
the carrie camp exactly it's not so much and we don't want to suggest for a moment when we say the party's 
over we meant only the celebration tonight marking uh the end of this campaign but they have been very 
clear the campaign and sending john edwards out they have been exceedingly clear that they intend to stay 
and fight and whatever kind of celebration they're going to have you're 
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celebration they're going to have you're right is postponed for at least another day 249 bush 242 carries our 
cbs news estimate with 2-7 needed to win ohio the pivot uh kerry can't win if he doesn't carry ohio george 
bush could conceivably win if he doesn't carry ohio but the white house and the bush campaign keeps saying 
this is their story this is their song and they're going to play it all night long that they're absolutely convinced 
that they've won ohio and thus the election the john kerry people say not so fast it does appear at this 
moment that it may be eight or ten days maybe eight or ten days before the provisional ballot situation gets 
squared away in ohio and a winner can be uh officially declared there uh yes some outfits have already 
estimated and put it in the george bush column we're just not going to do that learning our lessons we don't 
always learn fast but we learned good and we learned for last time in florida that we're just not going to take 
those kind of chances now the of the state's still out george bush can win even if he doesn't wind up getting 
ohio as he thinks it will but it would take uh something close to a miracle but he could do it if he got wisconsin 
in iowa neither which we've estimated a winner in yet and then pick up also either new mexico or nevada in 
which he's now leading in the actual vote count let's go to bill plant who's covering the white house and the 
bush campaign in washington bill light's still burning there yes the lights are on dan and they're still up there 
talking about this and i'll be willing to bet you just about anything that they're not very happy they were all 
ready to go to a party here about two two and a half hours ago but for more than an hour now the president's 
senior staff has been up in the residence presumably meeting with him talking about what to do they very 
much believe that they have this election won they want to go out and say something but they're waiting as 
we understand it 
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understand it until nevada or one of the other states is called for the president so that they can claim to have 
270 votes then they can go over and address those supporters and say we think we have it and even if it 
drags out for a little while we know we've won i mean i'd love to be a fly on the wall up there in the residence 
at this meeting i'll just bet that they're very very unhappy well you know bill we said in 2000 frankly i didn't 
think that i would live to see the day when we were at five after three in the morning seven at three in the 
morning in new york saying this that the situation is so confusing we can understand that the kerry people 
and the bush people just don't know what to do you know we're in the same position we don't know whether 
to wind a watch or bark to the moon or what to do here because ohio is so confused or iowa is pretty 
confused not going to be settled until sometime tomorrow now lee count out of des moines saying look it may 
not get settled until thursday in iowa wisconsin unsettled with 10 electoral votes new mexico and nevada well 
leslie for lack of something better to do at the moment let's talk about these five southern senators who 
retired and republicans uh picked up their seats the republicans just beat on the democrats in those senate 
races way better than what is usually the case with provisional ballots there is no way that they could pull off 
ohio no way that kerry could win ohio nevertheless as you heard senator edward say earlier tonight they 
waited four years they can wait one more night for the results so they clearly intend to wait a while now one 
of the other things here is that the white house has not quite given up the prospect of the president saying 


something tonight they are waiting on nevada and new mexico now let's look at nevada where the results 
were the bush campaign had been encouraged all night they were watching especially around las vegas you 
see here the president two points ahead and the vote there a pretty good margin 
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and the vote there a pretty good margin for the president it's a fairly small state obviously so you've got about 
20 000 they had thought that they would lose as many as 25 000 in and around las vegas they in fact they 
lost only a few thousand so they look to be headed to victory there and they're waiting for new mexico and 
the white house is still holding out the prospect the president might come out and say something tonight or at 
least issue a statement does that sound familiar well it does certainly certainly the party line as far as mr care 
is concerned thanks very much kate it's an interesting note from ohio this is the first time according to gary 
langer our director of our polling operation the democrats voting on ohio have outnumbered democrats 
however narrowly in any exit polls at least since 1988. very interesting republicans outnumbering democrats 
ohio has been a republican state at the state level they're senators they're governors but what you had in the 
past was a lot of democrats in ohio voting for republicans now you have people who are actually calling 
themselves republicans in a majority i want to go to linda douglas up on capitol hill because linda it is now uh 
clear of course crystal clear that the republicans are going to be in control of the congress as a whole both 
the senate and the house of representatives whereas it was no surprise what do you think that will mean to 
governing government the polls were supposed to close there were still people in line and the instead of oh i 
know those were they were paper about alternate form but they had the same constitutional quality as as an 
actual bout i mean they voted in line that day and they went how many of them are there and how they've 
been killed yeah yeah we don't know that they've been counted yet because the initiative we don't know how 
many there are either do we yeah yeah so this you know let me go right now to martin savage to another 
state where there's obviously a possibility for a conclusion tonight or not a conclusion let's take a look at 
wisconsin which is out there let's go to martin savage out there in madison wisconsin how does it look out 
there for a carry 
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how does it look out there for a carry victory tonight it's looking pretty good at this particular hour the way it 
breaks down is about 90 percent of the vote has now been counted here in the state of wisconsin and with 
10 percent left it looks like it's milwaukee county that is the last to come in because of very heavy voting very 
heavy voter turnout in areas of the city and that's a democratic stronghold so it looks like the last remaining 
10 is going to break very much more in the favor of senator kerry however that being said let me point out 
one interesting fact there are some areas in the city of milwaukee where they say that they had a voter 
turnout today of 115 now how do you get that well essentially what they say happened was you had the pre- 
registered people who came up and everybody voted and then you had those who showed up and registered 
this is the state that has same day voter registration you could show up today register and vote today and 
they believe a lot of people did just that 115 that's pretty doggone good when you have same-day 
registration i'm not familiar with what happens but when you do does that how do you make sure a person's 
from the area from the precinct well the way it is supposed to work is number one you're going to show up 
with a ballot id of some sort preferably a driver's license and then you need some sort of utility bill and the 
utility bill is basically to say that you have been a resident of the state of wisconsin for the last 10 days and 
that is it that's all you need essentially to say that now you will pre-register or register and you cast your vote 
at the same time now how can you have over voting then if it's that rigorous well a lot of people are saying 
that in some of the areas specifically around the city of milwaukee that the registration to begin with was 
perhaps not well let's say under the very best of conditions or that they they had a full understanding of how 
many people they had in their particular water precinct oh well anyway tonight you think that the kerry vote 
uh is moving toward a majority in that state in wisconsin and uh we'll have at least one state market do you 
have any sense of when this is going to get done tonight 
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this is going to get done tonight no i mean it should be done within a matter of hours but then i would have to 
say no i have to tell you a banner of hours is about 10 tomorrow morning anyway thank you very much for 
joining us martin savage from madison wisconsin it's great to have you let me know uh so there's one state 
that could finish up the next six or seven hours but i tell you it is amazing the silence we're getting we have a 
lid on the kerry campaign how about a little michigan minnesota wisconsin iowa new mexico nevada hawaii 
and new hampshire and they're still voting in new hampshire my god you can go around door-to-door with a 
clipboard and have it done right now i don't know what's going on up there and we still don't know about tom 
daschle fighting for his life uh apparently several boats behind out there in south dakota again a state that's 
so small yeah and you should be able to get a tabulation fairly early you know apparently brings out the 
indian vote from the reservation my guess is this is probably what they're working with right now he's behind 
by a few thousand votes out there let's take a look right now there it is right now he is in fact down by two 
percent at that point other senior administration officials are telling us once nevada and new mexico are 
called and they believe they will win both of those states if that holds up and they think that could happen in 
very short order then the president will go to the reagan building and here is the interesting point i'm told by 
senior officials he will declare victory he will not say we will wait for ohio he will say that the math is heavily in 
his favor that he is convinced the democrats cannot make up the ground in ohio and elsewhere and that he 
will declare victory tonight that is contingent on nevada and new mexico but they believe that will happen 
wolf and happen quite soon how unusual is that for a candidate to declare victory with the other candidate 
not conceding first one of the well it's very unusual of course and we had the the circus atmosphere almost 
four years ago when al gore almost came out and then stopped himself what the what the president's aides 
will say when this becomes an 
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aides will say when this becomes an issue tomorrow is that they have two choices they can look at the math 
add it up believe they have a compelling case and declare victory or they can wait 11 days as the democrats 
are saying to let the provisional ballot issue play out in ohio the republicans are saying and the bush white 
house is saying the math simply does not act there are not enough provisional votes in ohio to make up the 
lost ground and their argument will be is better for the country to know who the president is than to wait 
another 11 days especially four years after the chaos of four years ago the only risk in that john is that and 
it's not likely is that ohio overturns that certainly is the risk they have checked with this we just spoke our 
producers down in the booth here congressman rob portman called from ohio he says he's called around to 
all the key precincts he says there are 134 000 at the maximum provisional ballots and the president's lead is 
bigger than that they are insisting that it is impossible that for that to be made up now of course that is their 
case the democrats would argue something different but they say they are convinced they have double and 
triple checked and so they're just waiting on nevada and new mexico but this drama if the president declares 
victory and we are told he could do so within an hour or so of course the democrats will object and this will 
play out but they believe here it is the right thing to do the democrats as you know john are arguing there 
may be 250 000 provisional ballots that have to be counted they can't even start counting them for 11 days 
and one other other point john if the this general number for the overall popular vote in the united states 
stands by and the president gets 51 percent of the vote that's a majority it's been a while since a candidate 
has emerged with a clear majority 51 percent retaining both houses of the u.s congress this would be as the 
republicans would almost certainly point out a very decisive mandate they would claim a mandate you would 
still of course have a closely divided country both in terms of the presidential vote and in the composition of 
congress although it looks like the republicans will pick up some seats in the senate hold their majority in the 
house so no doubt about it this president will claim a mandate and he will claim the american people have 
backed him in the war on terrorism has backed his view that he should keep going whether his issues be tax 
cuts and 
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going whether his issues be tax cuts and other domestic issues they obviously will also try to offer a unifying 
tone to try to calm the democratic anger but the key the last president to win more than 50 percent was this 
president's father we have had the president's elected since then at under 50 percent that is a significant 
number here because remember democrats have always questioned the legitimacy of this president on the 
grounds that he lost the popular vote this president will have 51 plus it looks right now that is a very big deal 
here at the white house they want to lock up those 270 electoral votes because that is the key to victory but 
more significant to them once they get there we'll be able to make the case to the country that a majority 
stood by this president john king thanks very much we'll be checking back with you i just want to bring jeff in 
for for a moment on this issue of a president getting more than 50 of the vote bill clinton in 92 didn't get 50 of 
the vote and he didn't get it in 96 and in 2000 george w bush didn't get 50 of the vote this is a significant 
number to get over the majority in terms of saying i have a mandate it is clinton did have a 5 million vote 
plurality in 92 and roughly an 8 million vote plurality but because of perot he didn't crack 50. the reason why 
what david gergen points to and what ed henry points to is so significant is the other story that was on the 
front page of the papers today the grave medical condition of the chief justice of the united states william 
rehnquist so that if you ask what kind of a supreme court nominee will the new president appoint if you 
assume it's george bush uh and you was and you know how important that is to both sides of this ideological 
divide a president who comes in with a popular vote majority seems to me is it is it an expanded a senate is 
in a position to pick a much more ideologically consistent or sympathetic to their side nominee than than say 
if let's say john kerry wins ohio and somehow it makes them more likely to choose a model the president 
already said that you know his model justices are antonine scalia and justice clarence 
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antonine scalia and justice clarence thomas the rumor is he asked clarence thomas to be chief justice right i 
mean but my point is that that is a fight that is a fight that the sides in washington have been waiting for for 
four years we've gone 11 years without a vacancy longest since like the 1820s that both sides are ready for 
a fight and and if in fact this picture holds up and and george bush winds up a second term with a popular 
vote majority i think it makes it i think it makes the congressional majority the republicans saying okay we can 
get the kind of supreme court justice we want but here's an even to add to that and build on that here's a 
broader point the president without 50 percent uh with a senate that he lost at one point if you think about all 
the legislation he got through whether or not democrats always agreed with it he's been an extraordinarily 
effective legislative leader when you think about medicare you think about education you think about the 
department of homeland security you think about four tax cuts he got a lot through now with a majority now 
with a stronger house and a stronger senate you can only stop to think when it comes to issues like social 
security reform which he's talked about education on the college level further tax cuts that he will do a lot it'll 
be a very robust first two years we have a guest standing by to bring in ed gillespie the chairman of the 
republican party is joining us now from washington you're over there at the reagan center are we expecting 
the president and the vice president ed gillespie to show up anytime soon uh wolf that uh up to the white 
house in the uh and the campaign to decide to announce so i defer to them uh on that uh but uh everybody's 
very excited here and uh spirits are very high as you can imagine so no one's leaving there uh what do you 
anticipate if the president shows up knowing the numbers as you've seen the electoral college numbers the 
popular vote numbers what do you anticipate the president might say well well if i'm not going to speculate 
on that i think people are waiting to see what some other states come in where the president is leading right 
now i think obviously in terms of ohio uh we've seen the the president's 
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ohio uh we've seen the the president's uh margin increase actually uh recently from 137 606 that's with 98 
percent of the precincts reporting and you know there's a 125 000 uh provisional ballots out there and 
provisional ballots aren't automatically counted actually they're not counted until they're proven valid and 
what we've seen in past uh elections for example in cook county illinois in the recent democratic primary 
between seven and 23 percent of the provisional ballots that were cast were actually counted uh in the 
election uh let's say it's 25 of those 125 000 that comes out to about 31 000 uh votes let's say 100 of those 


uh go for uh senator kerry you're still looking at a margin of over a hundred thousand votes uh so we feel uh 
obviously very confident about uh about ohio and in the bush column the democrats are insisting that they 
think there may be as many as 250 000 provisional ballots that have to be counted does that change your 
arithmetic if in fact it is 250 000 we spoke to ken blackwell the secretary of state of ohio and he thought that 
was possible well again we're waiting to see what i haven't told us it's between 120 130 000 uh provisional 
ballots and uh like i said you can you can extrapolate from different numbers uh but uh but the numbers i 
have are what i understand to be the case ed gillespie joining us we'll be checking back with you and we're 
going to go over there when the president when the president comes over there and the vice president 
comes over there if in fact they come over there we'll of course bring that to our viewers in the united states 
and around the world and i want to just point out to our viewers if you need more information you want more 
information on specific races go to cnn.com and you can get all the information you need this is the best 
place to get specific numbers congressional seats senate seat house seats gubernatorial races and they'll 
show you how the actual numbers are coming in cnn.com that's the place to be if you want to 
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that's the place to be if you want to get a little bit more information than we're able to provide you right here 
it's a good idea to watch us and go there at the same time much more coverage coming up from cnn election 
headquarters in new york we'll take a quick break though [Music] votes are out there in places like nevada 
and new mexico also iowa minnesota and wisconsin but he has not in our judgment reached that magic mart 
of 270 and what i'm prepared to say is that if he does reach it we'll say that's what our belief is but the kerry 
campaign obviously feels very strongly that uh ohio remains to be contested let's go to nbc's brian williams 
now down in our tracking center brian tom either way this is not where the kerry campaign wanted to be or 
expected to be at this hour and so we're looking some of the numbers in our exit poll that show an erosion in 
the traditional democratic base that hurt john kerry today at the polls latinos have been in the democratic 
column for some time and while senator kerry won overall among that group he did not do as well as al gore 
did four years ago both campaigns invested heavily in courting the hispanic vote four years ago hispanics 
made up seven percent of voters nationwide tonight they are nine percent of the total and policy although 
they're ample visceral and substantive related objections to them but is really grounded in this fundamental 
difference of political and social sensibility the religious against the second many thanks george terry moran 
at the white house with what the president may say terry is the president actually definitely unequivocally 
going to go over the reagan building he is i'm told now by several sources actually definitely going to go to 
the reagan building they are waiting for one more state to be called which plus the 20 how ohio electoral 
votes would give him if all those electoral votes stand the 
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if all those electoral votes stand the more than 270 necessary to win re-election to the presidency and when 
he gets to the reagan building peter he's going to say the people have spoken a declaration of victory he is 
not going to make it provisional he is essentially going to say the votes are out there the people have spoken 
i won but will this terry be contingent in your view on either nevada or new mexico michigan wisconsin and 
ohio or iowa rather having fallen or been gone yes it will because right now uh we have him at 249 electoral 
votes if he gets ohio's 20 that's 269 as you've pointed out he needs one more the magic 270 so he'll wait for 
one of those other states to fall into his column iowa new mexico nevada look to be the likely ones when one 
of those does expect the the president to get in the motorcade and head over to the reagan building many 
thanks terry that's the white house live at this moment 25 minutes after three eastern time the cars lined up 
outside the south side of the white house waiting to take the president to the reagan building it's not very far 
away where republic literally what is going on right now wolf our election analysis team uh we've been telling 
you about these people all night this is tom hannon there on the left our political director this is clyde tucker 
who is working at his side all night they are literally on pieces of legal pad writing down uh the the situation in 
ohio they're looking at numbers in terms of how many votes have yet to be counted what the margin is right 
now between president bush and senator kerry and when you factor in the so-called provisional ballots those 
people who when they went to vote their names 
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when they went to vote their names weren't there for whatever reason and they were given a provisional 
ballot and they're putting all that together and they're seeing number one if there's a mathematical possibility 
that john kerry could overcome president bush's current advantage in ohio and if there's a realistic possibility 
given the political reality on the ground and what is Known cnn has been talking to both the kerry campaign 
and the bush campaign factoring the political realities into the mathematical possibilities so that's what's 
going on we are not yet ready to call ohio we have said it's too close to call but we are taking a hard look at it 
we're not just letting it sit there and percolate i mean we're taking a hard look as these numbers continue to 
climb and you get a higher percentage of the vote in in ohio it is incumbent on us to uh make sure that we 
haven't you know overlooked something here so that's what we're looking at judy we heard ed gillespie say 
there may be 120 000 provisional ballots in ohio we heard democrats earlier saying there could be 250 000 
uh when i spoke to ken blackwell the secretary of state of ohio a republican short while ago when we threw 
out that 250 000 number that the democrats are suggesting he didn't dismiss it is there any way we could 
find out how many provisional ballots there really are you know we are clearly trying to do that i mean you've 
been saying wolf ken blackwell said it was going to be 11 days before they even take a look at those there 
may be a way for us to get a better handle on that right now everybody is estimating the democrats are 
estimating the republicans are estimating mr blackwell himself i believe said it was an estimate so we're all 
trying to get a handle on this i doubt that we're going to be able to get a clear fix on it in a very short period of 
time but what we can get i think a clear fix on is just what the 
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i think a clear fix on is just what the margin is going to be with the known outstanding ballots both the 
counted ballots and the outstanding ballots and we may be able to put something together there and look at 
the most optimistic scenario for john kerry and see whether it is mathematically feasible for him to come up 
with a win but but that's why you've got uh tom hannon and clyde tucker in our election team uh looking over 
this right now judy one final question before i let you go back and check those numbers with our election 
team like me you've covered politics for a long time let's assume as john king was reporting it's possible the 
president will show up at the reagan center and declare victory at some point tonight even though the other 
side has not conceded in fact they say they want to continue this this count in ohio do you remember a 
precedent anything like that happening in this country at any time in recent history no i don't and i would be 
you know wolf given the situation to tonight given the situation in this election and certainly given the 
situation in 2000 i'd be very surprised if the bush people did that i'm going out on a limb here nobody's told 
me one way or another but i would think that they would want to wait and uh and and and let the votes be 
counted what's to what's the the you know what's the hesitation in waiting uh a few day a few hours or even 
a few days but uh but you know you've been saying it wolf the margin the popular vote margin is what 4 
million now i didn't see the number just a moment ago but it is getting to the point where um for the electoral 
vote to go in another direction from the popular vote gets to be pretty problematic all right judy woodruff 
thanks very much uh thanks for that analysis uh candy uh crowley where is candy crowley she's joining us 
now live uh from boston there she is candy crowley's at kerry headquarters looking pretty empty behind you 
over there candy what's going on 
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going on well we've been told that uh the kerry campaign will have nothing to say until at least 10 o'clock 
tomorrow morning they don't have anything planned for 10 o'clock but that's their their start time should they 
have anything to say uh they are feeling their way through this thing uh the staff has been huddling trying to 
figure out the next step uh i can tell you that they've been very careful about the language when we heard 
john edwards talk it was about we promised you that we would make sure that every vote was counted uh 
there's been no mention of lawyers no mention of you know votes disappearing it's been about allowing ohio 
to go through its process that's attack that they're taking right now i don't know if you saw it i'm sure the white 
house people did but the two republican senators from ohio i put out a press release urging john kerry uh to 


go ahead and concede saying from based on their history uh and knowledge of ohio politics they think 
george bush has an insurmountable lead i doubt that um senator kerry will be taking any advice from senator 
dewine or senator vonovich but in any case the pressure will be on certainly from the republican side for john 
kerry to do something but you heard from john edwards tonight and it is the current plan and again they're 
feeling their way through this but it's the current plan of the kerry campaign to say we want these votes to be 
counted and then we'll see kenny we have some videotape of some of the kerry supporters leaving copley 
plaza in boston this must have been uh such a an emotional roller coaster for them because earlier in the 
evening they were bracing for a big victory and then to see that victory sort of slip away as the night 
continued must have made for a lot of depression there sure and and you know if you if you're if you're sitting 
out in uh illinois or st louis you must be thinking well what what made them think uh that that this was going 
to be 
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think uh that that this was going to be a great victory and you know and i know that these exit polls begin to 
come out in the afternoon and as as often as we say no i can't tell you you know you're asked everywhere 
along the line what do you hear what do you hear what do you hear and pretty soon of course the crowd out 
here will begin to say oh the the exit polls are very good for john kerry they expected a victory when they 
came here tonight it was very clear um that these are the party faithful these are the workers the campaign 
workers so by word of mouth um they really believed uh that that he was going to win florida that he was 
going to win ohio and that it was going to be very clear that it would be an early night so uh to all of a sudden 
have it be so opposite what they had expected really had uh almost double the deflating impact it seemed 
they just went from you know cheering and everything to just almost that dead silence you heard on our air it 
was uh and and every once in a while maine would go for kerry or or something that was you know delaware 
connecticut something we expected and you'd hear this applause but sort of steadily in the rain they'd they'd 
go out so it was a very i talked to democrats back in washington said how are you how are you doing what 
are you thinking and i got a reply back on blackberry that's just depressing depressed and bewildered which i 
think was a two pretty good words for those who were watching this unfold feeling pretty helpless we're to 
show our viewers a contrast kenny i don't know if your photographer can hear me but if you can't maybe you 
could mention to him or her to take a wide shot i want to see what what that area behind you looks like right 
now and it looks obviously very very empty no one has remained everybody has gone home up on the stage 
it looks like they're dismantling some of the equipment up there pretty empty in boston right now now candy 
crowley i want to contrast that to what's happening at the reagan center in washington look at this they're all 
there all of the supporters of ronald reagan they've gathered 
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of ronald reagan they've gathered in this huge building the international trade center the reagan building in 
washington dc they're standing by to hear from perhaps the president and the vice president or john king 
saying that they might be heading over there to make some sort of remarks they're still up the president is up 
and the vice president is up in the white house watching what's going on a contrast two images jeff 
greenfield that say uh what to you it says i carry people think they're going to lose and the bush people think 
they're going to win and i think the point that candy made needs to be emphasized these exit polls we talked 
for four years we're not going to make the mistakes again we have it on the air but there is no question that 
this afternoon the political community based on these early exit polls believe that john kerry was headed for a 
clear victory i was at a lunch today there was one of the more prominent republicans in the united states he 
was sulfuric about all the mistakes the bush campaign had made and and what had gone wrong and what 
john kerry had to do as president to make things better i think there were people lining up their resumes on 
the democratic side of the aisle based on the exit polls the republican side of the aisle uh no they were 
democrats both sides by the way democrats lining up their resumes to join the new administration and and 
the anger of the republicans uh feeling that the press coverage in the early afternoon had been shaped by 
the exit polls not that anybody actually talked about them but everybody had it in their mind i think there's 
going to be a lot of hell to pay after all this alleged reform that these numbers were wrong they never we 


never broadcast the numbers no i'm not saying we brought yesterday but i'm saying is when you start 
listening to the conversation on talk radio and on some of the early cable programs people don't say what the 
exit polls are but there are implications and more important they were worried the republicans that they just 
that that the disheartening effect of these exit polls would depress enthusiasm might get 
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would depress enthusiasm might get workers not to come out might get voters not to come out in the later 
states because even though we didn't broadcast them they were all over the internet in this new in this new 
era this were four years ago would we have run with the inter with the exit poll story we didn't nobody 
recorded the exit polls all over the world then they used to report no we never reported police against cnn 
that others no well that was you know if you some of the internet sites would go ahead and report but also 
are you referring to 1980 as well so different those are not those those those were projections and states it's 
a whole different issue calling states while the west was open right what did happen was four years ago as 
we all remember we used exit polls to misproject what was going on in florida but what i'm saying is that 
there is going to focus on how the entire political community until about six or seven o'clock tonight was 
convinced based on these numbers that john kerry was going to win and i just want to point out i want to 
point out to our viewers i think the question i anticipated for mueller where did these exit polls come from this 
is a this is a pool that has been put together by abc nbc cbs fox and cnn together with the associated press 
we've combined all of our resources and we've gone to professional posters to put together exit poll numbers 
based on what voters are saying when they emerge from precincts when they emerge from their balloting as 
well as in advance the absentee balloters who who went out there we've done telephone surveys to get that 
in as we're showing earlier uh that there was a slight advantage going to john kerry and and jeff is making 
the point that a lot of insiders quote insiders were already basically assuming that john kerry was going to be 
allowed to where the people lied to no no this is this is this is statistical error you can be wrong about this 
stuff if if the exit poll suggests that john kerry is going to carry a state by two points and he loses it by three 
that's not considered statistically 
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statistically significant the mistake is often made by people like us who hear these numbers particularly the 
first wave exit polls and call all their friends and start knocking them back and forth did you hear kerry's one 
of those supposed carries like 10 points up in a certain state and it becomes the coin of the realm in politics 
and i do think i've been hearing this all evening there are some angry republicans not at the liberal media 
that's not the point here at at the dynamic that that had them all worried concerned even depressed that they 
were going to lose an election i think one of the interesting questions is did that encourage them in part to 
redouble efforts did some of these negative exit polls lead to more final phone calls uh uh more knocking on 
doors more rides to the polls in some of these states i think if you look at what happened in a place like 
florida it it doesn't work out that way but what it does do is to make people angry and i think we're going to 
have an another round of serious recriminations about what they've been doing they also believed the polls 
because they were blaming the bush where did they go wrong well one of the things that we might hear is in 
some of the exit polls they had a disproportionate number of women they did apparently statisticians know 
that and they well i'm just suggesting this is this is a topic that you're going to be hearing about a lot in the 
next several weeks you know who knows a great deal about these exit polls in fact all police our senior 
political analyst bill schneider bill i still have the numbers i have the numbers here right standing here for 
eight hours right in front of me of some of these exit poll numbers that we had earlier received and they're 
pretty different than what actually is winding up for example in florida earlier we uh based on a couple waves 
of these exit polls we had uh carry what a 51 percent bush at 49 percent florida didn't turn out like that bill 
that's right and the lesson here is put not your faith in exit polls when it comes to calling a race particularly if 
the exit poll is close exit polls have always been designed for analysis for what we do over here for 
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analysis for what we do over here for telling us differences between men and women for telling us what were 
the reasons on the voters minds for telling us that the republicans did a good job of rallying certain groups 
like white evangelical christians but they are not very good nor really is any poll very good for being an 
absolute exact prediction when you find an exit poll as we did in state after state today saying that one 
candidate is 51 the other candidate is 49 and you therefore conclude ah it's over kerry carried the state that 
is always like a very misleading conclusion don't put your faith in an exit poll unless it's 10 or 12 points ahead 
what goes wrong when it's wrong if if they've got it 52 40 now 52 48 favor one candidate and it's 52 48 favor 
the other what did they do wrong an exit poll is a sample of voters it's not a hundred percent of the voters 
when you take a sample of voters there's always going to be a margin of error in a sample it's usually three 
or four percent because it's not a hundred percent of the vote broadcast ratings could all be wrong yes and 
now inside of the campaigns one of the interesting things when i talked to people inside the bush campaign 
earlier today they were quick to point out that in 2000 some of the exit polls were wrong some of the exit 
polls from the first waves of the exit polls showed them down in arizona which they ended up winning down 
for decades as long as we've used exit polls since the 1960s the problem with the exit polls is their misuse 
the misuse of exit polls is to look at them and leap to conclusions which is what a lot of people did today i 
tried to 10 day of delay because during that time they also get in overseas absentee ballots there's a 10-day 
grace period for those ballots and then once 
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and then once all those ballots are in and the provisional ballots have been certified that they indeed were 
cast by registered voters then the county officials open up those ballots and begin to count them and then 
send their tabulations here to the instapundit where now literally millions of people go to and political junkies 
especially and so when jeff says it got sent around it wasn't simply an email chain or wasn't just one site it 
was sites that people are used to going to multiple times a day in fairness to bill schneider our senior political 
analyst when he was briefing us earlier late this afternoon on some of these exit polls he kept saying over 
and over again there are margins of error let's not get carried away these are just exit polls these are not final 
numbers and uh let's have everything with a serious grain of food every pundit said this that if there was a 
huge turnout that would help kerry now we had a super turnout tonight where were we all wrong because we 
had a super turnout of everybody we had young voters were 17 that's from an exit poll they were 17 you 
know what young voters were not in 2017 they were exactly the same we saw i remember speaking to 
groups who were mobilizing young voters and they said they're excited they're energized they're rallied 
they're mobilized and i said that's great and they're probably going to turn out in big numbers but you know 
what other groups are excited and rallied and energized and mobilized including everybody again christians 
including minority groups including just about every group in the electorate for every reaction in politics 
there's a counter reaction so every time one group got energized there was a counter reaction everybody 
turned out in record numbers when do we get the breakdown of the jewish vote the catholic vote the well 
how long does that take oh i can tell you what they are right now the jewish vote is up a little bit for george w 
bush he got what he got 25 no 22 percent this time he got 19 last 
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no 22 percent this time he got 19 last time that would be a very small gain and uh the the biggest gain the 
most noticeable thing i saw that's interesting is bush appears to have made a breakthrough with latino or 
hispanic voters where he got over 40 percent i don't recall a time when a republican candidate for president 
has broken 42 40 of the latino vote he got 35 percent last time that's bound to be noticed bill stand by over 
there i'm going to walk up here and tell our viewers what's happening in new mexico we're getting some new 
information right now with 98 of the vote in in new mexico at least the precincts reporting the president's with 
51 306 000 votes kerry is 48 286 000 votes nader with one percent but the secretary of state secretary of 
state of new mexico has just said there are still thousands of ballots that are out there absentee ballots 
they're not going to be able to make a final certification of the winner in new mexico at least until tomorrow so 
this is another state like iowa in which the secretary of state is saying hold off we'll continue counting the 
battles we'll know more tomorrow uh it's one of the uh features i guess of this very close election well let me 


tell you as as has been said new mexico was actually the closest state in 2000 it was won by 366 votes i 
think even closer than florida but look bush while he's you know it's not a huge victory he's ahead by about 
20 000 votes well what's happened around the country appears to be this and this we do see in the exit 
polling uh karl rove did a great job of mobilizing rallying the republican base that's essentially how bush did 
so well we won't say he won in this election but we are seeing uh one of the issues that people keep citing 
this is a good use of exit polls when they're given a list of issues they're asked what was the most important 
factor in your vote and an awful lot of people state after state are saying moral values not just terrorism iraq 
the economy but moral values and they're voting 
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but moral values and they're voting overwhelmingly for bush and in most states that's one of the top issues it 
appears that religious voters voters who are traditional in their values are coming out in extraordinary 
numbers that's karl rove that's the republican operation bill should i understand by excellent explanation for 
our viewers uh cnn's dana bash is back in washington and she's joining us now live you've made your way 
over to the reagan center where there's still a lot of supporters of the president dana set the scene for us hi 
wolf well it's packed here it really is striking how different this scene is from what we saw from candy crowley 
in boston uh where the kerry uh party essentially was supposed to happen this place is still absolutely 
packed i'm sure you can hear the music blasting people are watching people are paying attention they are 
still expecting the president to come at some point and bush aides are saying that uh that they feel that as 
we've heard earlier that the president is still likely to come here they are still waiting they are still looking at 
uh at ohio they still feel that as one aide said to me that democrats are delusional that they actually think that 
these provisional ballots could end up swaying at this state for uh for john kerry and they say that they are 
looking at these other states and that they do think it is still possible for the president to get to 270 very soon 
uh it's you know unclear if that's really going to happen when we look at the math but uh they are definitely 
saying that they still feel very confident and uh just to sort of set the scene all over at busch cheney 
headquarters and it looked very clear at that point about two hours ago that ohio was going to go uh for the 
president and they all told us that they had as you were talking about earlier and press speak a full lid there 
and they sent everybody over here the senior staff they were supposed to be right behind us and uh they 
never made it they're still over at busch cheney headquarters but they still say that they're gonna head here 
and certainly as you can hear this place is absolutely packed all right we'll continue to watch what's 
happening at the reagan center dana bash our white house correspondent let me make my way over here as 
well as we continue to mull over what's what's going on uh 
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mull over what's what's going on uh quiet in boston excitement at the reagan headquarters in washington dc 
this is way past but the president's bedtime as well he likes to go to bed 10 p.m you're a veteran of this uh 
why has it taken so long for the last four percent of wisconsin to come in well we'd have to go and take a look 
at the world well the big strategy move though an hour and a half well a big strategy move just quietly got 
announced remember it's going to be an exciting evening all right thank you all very much that's president 
bush earlier this evening and then a very resolute john edwards appeared before the kerry campaign 
supporters in boston to make this brief announcement thank you thank you all right we do have a trough 
starting to move through the northern part of the state now the gulf of alaska in northern california reporting 
live from albuquerque new mexico thanks our cbs news totals are estimates bush with 254 that is including 
the mata which we just recently colored in red in nevada carry with 242 that includes minnesota which we put 
in his category not too long ago also hawaii which we estimate kerry will carry the still gets down to ohio and 
possibly iowa with seven neither of those states going to be decided anytime soon we keep saying it 
because we know some people switch around you say well what do you think the deal is at cbs our best 
estimate is bush with 254 carry with 242 270 needed to win clear advantage to president bush for one thing 
the numbers as we have them that's an important uh thing to note as 
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that's an important uh thing to note as we have them lean a bit toward president bush in ohio the ohio 
situation is uh that john kerry would have to do pretty much what the boston red sox did the yankees come 
from so far behind it's doable but it would be a comeback of truly historic proportions uh if uh senator kerry 
was to come through so strongly with the provisional votes the provisional ballots that have not yet been 
counted to overtake president bush in ohio but as things stand until it's official it isn't official and uh that's 
period and so we have the 20 electoral votes in ohio uh in the too close to call category wisconsin with 10 
electoral votes still out there you say well if george bush wins wisconsin and carries new mexico where 
they're still counting will that put him over the top nope we'll put him at 269. he would still need one more 
electoral vote he'd have to get that from either ohio or iowa have only a few seconds ed bradley but how did 
the republicans wind up carrying nevada in the presidential race well the president won among men he won 
married voters and among conservatives who make up a third of the voters in the state if they can get ohio 
back they can put together a combination of other states and get to the 270 mark i guess tim all that i was 
talking about earlier tonight about whether or not these two parties could find some kind of common ground 
in resolution that will be affected by the bitterness of this final accounting that's going on in this election 2004. 
well you heard rudy giuliani and now the two republican senators from ohio are calling on john kerry to 
concede there's a very orchestrated campaign by the republicans to try to bring closure to this race 
democrats are encouraging him to at least wait till the morning and see what the landscape looks like and 
clearly it only reinforces some very bitter partisan feelings between the parties 
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parties but this has been a tough no-holds-barred campaign tom there's no doubt about it big differences on 
big issues and the democrats are determined to at least wait till the morning and uh they had such hope just 
24-48 hours ago that they were going to pull this off in fact when we saw the original interviews today from 
voters who were leaving the polls it looked like it was trending john kerry at that time uh the uh the bush 
people were very quick to say wait a minute there's something wrong with those polls they're too many 
women and it's those are not our voters that we're hearing from so this has been a very emotional day for 
both campaigns a real rollercoaster as it was four years ago at this stage over the last week each campaign 
has had a good day a bad day a good day a bad day and the big debate was if a president hadn't reached 50 
percent an incumbent could he be reelected or wouldn't the undecided break disproportionately for a 
challenger based on the popular vote we're seeing tonight it appears that president bush did as well as john 
kerry at least if not better with those last minute breakers how that plays out now in these remaining seven 
states we just don't know i was with both campaigns up close and personal last week with john kerry on 
thursday in ohio and in wisconsin was with the president in florida on sunday i was thunderstruck by the level 
of confidence in both campaigns they were guys holding royal flushes both of them they were confident that 
they were going to win it wasn't spend they really thought that they'd worked it out the kerry campaign felt 
very strongly that since the president had not gotten to that 50 mark in any of the states in which he was 
leading it was so wrong track that they were going to do well the president thought that his rallies were an 
indication to him that he was going to do well he thought he was going to do a lot better in pennsylvania than 
he did he lost that state tonight and karl rove really believed strongly that they'd put together their coalition 
and strengthen it from four years ago 
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and strengthen it from four years ago now it's important to look at this map tonight and realize that nothing 
much has changed from four years ago it may before the night is out but that's the map that we saw four 
years ago tim as of now we have projected 43 states they are lined up exactly they were between democrat 
and republican in the year 2000 the remaining seven may change or altered a bit but right now we're 43 for 
43 blue red just like 2 000 all right we're going to be back we'll take a look at those close races after 
democracy plaza decision 2004 back after this [Music] julian let's talk about that can we see i don't know if 
we have the board on ohio but uh almost 100 percent of the precincts are reported and we're talking about a 
difference of over 100 say 120 000 i don't know if we maybe we'll bring that up while we're talking here uh 
but even if there were 150 let's say 150 000 uh provisional ballots now now we're looking at that there's 130 


000 differences 150 000 right there we're looking at is there any real possibility with 99 percent of the 
precincts and that this outcome is going to change in my judgment not really and let me just say with respect 
to the comments that mark just made those are the kind of comments i would expect to hear from an 
extreme partisan not from a serious student of the electoral process i i think the following is important i think 
it's very important for both parties at this point because the country and the world is watching to conduct 
themselves with dignity i don't think there's any interest in a protra in a protracted uh uh litigation or or some 
kind of protracted recount of the voting situation i remind mark that it was president bush that took the case 
to the supreme court i do think this i think that if there is some plausible mathematical formula whereby the 
provisional ballots and the absentee ballots could make up the margin of difference 
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difference then we ought to count the votes if there isn't and right now i don't see it i think it's an uphill battle 
for kerry given the figures that you cite which i largely accept some people put the provisional ballots closer 
to 175 i don't think we'll know that until the morning if there is some plausible scenario then we ought to look 
under the hood i think the only thing the carry team is doing right now is they're dispatching a team of experts 
out to ohio to take a closer look under the hood i think the kind of comments that mark makes are intended to 
make this thing more to bring strife to this to bring more controversy to this and there isn't that at this point 
right now i think we ought to take a look at the votes look at the situation in the morning if there's a plausible 
scenario we ought to do the count if there isn't i think carrieta can see all right gentlemen on that note the 
debate will continue and ray john we appreciate it thanks for joining us appreciate it stay tuned for more team 
fox coverage of you decide 2004 we'll catch you up on the very latest with live reports from the bush camp to 
carry camp and everywhere else that matters coming up at the top of the hour the netscape internet service 
lets me choose if i want their unlimited access for just 9.95 so does net zero and netscape lets me choose if i 
want to add email virus scan or web accelerator for faster web surfing and email virus scan or what do you 
get with those guys you just switch to netscape [Music] netscape internet service get online for 9.95 a month 
add web accelerator for even faster web surfing and if you sign up now get a 30 day money back guarantee 
netscape call or log on today with faster acceleration than a bmw 325xi and an audi tt the all-new hemi- 
powered jeep grand cherokee conquers the road like a sports car and with our exclusive quadro drive 2 4- 
wheel drive system it conquers everything else like a trail rated jeep 4x4 


05:44:05 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=4exgVsam-cQ&t=20645s 





people are always looking for all-natural ways to fight colds and flu like drinking licorice root tea or sipping 
horror hound soup or even downing a cayenne pepper toddy of course they could just drink florida orange 
juice get the nutrients your immune system needs every day florida orange juice healthy pure and simple as 
all eyes turn to the election only one has the most trusted team with the most respected anchors will be valid 
maybe 90 percent will be valid if if the last election is any considerate is any uh indication he then has to win 
virtually all of them to make up the hundred forty thousand dollar uh 140 40 000 vote uh gas that seems 
virtually impossible to me uh so so ohio kerry's hopes for ohio seem not non-existent but awfully close at this 
point if i can ask you jeffrey this is another jeffrey this is greenfield um if the kerry campaign chooses to 
pursue this route even given this arithmetic uh is there any way for the for the state officials to say i'm sorry 
what you're asking is mathematically ridiculous you can't make up the difference therefore we're not going to 
count these ballots or do they count them anyway i i think as as a general matter they ask they will count 
them anyway i think it's a matter of discretion on the part of of the secretary of state and and the boards but i 
am not aware of any precedent where uh they simply refuse to count the provisional ballots uh given the way 
um ken blackwell the secretary of state has has been acting so far he's been on the magnanimous side and i 
think politically 
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magnanimous side and i think politically it would be very much in his interest to say sure we'll count the votes 
but are there any without the possible jeff any other legal issues potentially out there still unanswered in ohio 
that could affect this race well the one thing we don't know and one thing that carry people in their 
conversations with us have been quick to avoid is the question of will they ask for a recount there are more 
than half the ballots in ohio are cast by the infamous punch cards you could have a chat watch i mean you 
could have the gor the kerry campaign say uh we want a recount they have the right to do that whether or 
not uh whether or not they they are within any margin in particular they said they have the right to do that so 
they could open up the whole election and say uh we want to recount the votes and we think we'll catch up 
that way they've not said that politically i think that would be very difficult jeff i know ken gross is over there 
not far away from you maybe you could bring him into this conversation i'd like to hear what he has to say he 
does a great deal about election law around the country yes uh hi wolf i agree with what jeff is saying this of 
course is going to be a a tremendous uphill battle for uh for senator kerry just on the math alone um now the 
thing i think the one thing that could work to his benefit is if this takes time you know if there is a process 
that's going to go on here in the counting of the provisional ballots in the tabulation of this of the vote itself 
and the certification of the vote time for more legal action perhaps viewing the ballots to see whether there is 
any problem with the hanging chads and other things that can in the press file center here reporters are still 
looking for ways to to look at this story and i wanted to give you a little bit of context after the senator voted 
today he came 
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after the senator voted today he came out and he made a statement in that statement he talked about what a 
great experience running for president had been he spoke about the unifying force that he thought would be 
the outcome for the country and at the end of that uh statement there were a couple of questions and i asked 
him a question and i have the transcript here that i'm just zipping through to get to it i asked him senator are 
you prepared to make any challenges if the outcome is close and his answer was this i hope there won't be 
challenges i hope america will vote according to the law today that's what i want i'm confident that's what the 
president wants so in his last public statement today senator kerry certainly framed his position in suggesting 
that he would hope there would not be challenges obviously the campaign had hoped that it would be a 
decisive outcome for them or perhaps even more comforted by a decisive outcome for the president because 
there was a great concern about what would happen if this kind of phase were to begin so while the 
campaign tonight has gone to bed at least publicly they are i am sure strategizing through the night everyone 
is exhausted everyone has been working very hard and a lot of what they are pursuing here also includes the 
emotion and the belief after two years john Kerry's been running for president for two years many of the 
people who are around him have been with him for all or most of that time so this is a very difficult thing for 
them to have to accept if in fact it does not go their way with votes still to be counted they want to hang on to 
that they want to pursue it in all legal and uh and simply uh the matter of time this isn't even at the point of 
challenges it's simply a point of of uh counting the votes so i just thought it would give some context to have 
a sense of where the senator's head was about this uh when he was feeling quite good today uh just after he 
cast his own ballot in boston tom all right thanks very much uh nbc's kel o'donnell i'm joined now by a man 
who has been a very familiar face and a very strong advocate for the president during the course of this 
campaign that's ed gillespie who's the republican national chairman just let me guess what you're likely to 
recommend 
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you're likely to recommend to the kerry campaign at this point well tommy you know the numbers keep 
coming in and we see now that uh the president's margin in ohio now stands at above 144 000 uh votes i 
understand that there are about 150 000 provisional ballots out there it's important to remember provisional 
ballots aren't like absentee ballots or early votes they're only counted if proven valid they're not counted uh 
unless proven valid and so in past elections for example in the cook county in the illinois democratic primary 
between seven and 23 percent of the ballots were counted uh mathematically it is just out of reach uh for 
senator k which is why senators dewine and vondevich of ohio have urged him to uh to acknowledge that 


fact relative to ohio it's incumbent upon me to point out those are two republican colleagues of yours they're 
not colleagues of mine but there are two republican senators undoubtedly that's right uh mr gospel and mr 
chairman uh ann thompson was telling me that in the year 2000 however in the state of ohio ninety percent 
of the provisional ballots were found to be valid uh i'm ninety percent of provisional ballots i don't even know 
if they have and i'm not quarreling with the time i uh i don't know that they had provisional ballots in uh in 
ohio if they did it wasn't under the helping america vote act which is the uh the the uh act that is governing uh 
the counting of the provisional ballots today in the federal uh election law so uh you know my understanding 
again is when you look at them uh even even at 90 if the president's up 144 000 uh out of 150 000 it's just 
not going to get them there but what's wrong with taking another eight hours and making sure that we've got 
an accurate count given the unevenness of the system this time in a state like ohio in which you had to keep 
polls open until one o'clock in the morning people were standing in line for 9 10 12 13 hours wouldn't 
everyone feel better if at 11 o'clock tomorrow morning they made a judgment about all the votes rather than 
in the middle of the night saying 
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middle of the night saying they can't get there well tom the fact is if you look at the again if you look at the 
math and i'm not ai was an english major so uh i'm not a math major but it's pretty pretty apparent on its face 
that the votes aren't there and uh the president's obviously racked up a very decisive win tonight in terms of 
uh the the popular vote as well in fact the president is tonight the first president to get over 50 of the popular 
vote since 1988 uh you know look it's senator kerry's call i'm just saying when you look at the numbers the 
public ought to be aware of what those numbers are and where they stand right now do you think that we'll 
see the president before this night is out uh well you know people are here very excited here we have not uh 
folded our tent here we're excited about seeing some of the other states come in uh new mexico and nevada 
obviously very strongly trending the president's way iowa uh still strong for the president so uh uh we'll wait 
and see but i can't uh i'm not responsible for setting the president's schedule or releasing it i'm not trying to 
be uh not trying to be evasive uh i'm just trying to stay inside my lines all right thanks very much thank you 
ed gillespie is the chairman of the republican national committee elizabeth wilner was just pointing out to me 
that under the help the american vote act that the rules now are stricter about provisional ballots so while 
ohio may have had provisional ballots four years ago and ninety percent of them might have been valid there 
are different sets of rules a tougher filter for them to go through now so that may change it it's a long shot 
everyone knows that i'm sure that uh the realist and the kerry campaign know that as well and there are a lot 
of realists there tim i just spoke to a senior carry official tom who said exactly that yeah it is a long shot but 
they're not going to do anything until 10 o'clock tomorrow morning they went to sleep most of them get up in 
the morning reassess the situation they do believe very strongly if the secretary of state of ohio should not do 
anything arbitrarily and if he did they would pursue litigation and they keep pointing certification that kind of 
thing exactly they keep pointing to this scenario tom 
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they keep pointing to this scenario tom as long as michigan minnesota wisconsin new hampshire remain 
doable they think they can get the 252 plus the 20 from ohio would give them 272. that would give the 
president iowa nevada and new mexico if for any reason any of these four states slipped and went to the 
bushcom they realized with ohio they still couldn't get the 372 the 230 electoral votes they would throw the 
talent and they are looking pretty good in these states they think they're going to win those four states yeah 
and they acknowledge the presence ahead in iowa nevada new mexico they believe that tomorrow morning 
they could wake up bush 266 kerry 252 io ohio in doubt and then they have to make a decision what they're 
going to do you can absolutely understand why they're determined to see this through it's also important for 
you to know that while it is nbc news best judgment that president bush is the winner in the state of ohio that 
is our projection that takes him up to within one vote of the 270 required we're not the final arbiter we do not 
certify presidents of the united states it is our best news judgment we think that he has won the state of ohio 
the kerry people and the final analysis could prove us wrong we'll just have to wait and see but we're 
standing by our judgment at this time and it really won't alter the outcome of this election although i know i 


know how it must fuel some very strong emotions out there i couldn't be more empathetic on both sides 
because running for president is very difficult and this has been an exceptional campaign in terms of 
personal commitment on both sides so there's a heavy investment i'm fully appreciative of that where are we 
going to go now all right let's go back to ann thompson in ohio ann hi tom we are still awaiting the final tally of 
the votes the cast today here in the state of ohio as well as the final tally of the provisional votes cast 
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provisional votes cast we can give you an update on that number the secretary of state tells us right now 
there are some 95 3555 provisional ballots that are in secretary of state ken blackwell says that number 
could go as high as 175 thousand but those are the latest numbers we're waiting to see what the margin of 
victory here is if it Keeps trending this way what the margin of victory is for president bush and then how that 
stacks up against the number of provisional ballots that were cast here in ohio today now i was listening to 
ed gillespie talk about provisional ballots let me give you some history about provisional ballots here in ohio 
the state has had them for about 10 years in the most recent election in 2000 as you mentioned there were a 
hundred thousand provisional ballots cast ninety percent of them proved to be valid so secretary of state ken 
blackwell emphasized tonight this morning that the state of ohio has had great experience with provisional 
ballots and so people should feel confident as they go about and count these ballots counting that will begin 
on november 13th tom all right and let me just ask you about one question was raised with me since the help 
america vote act uh have the standards for provisional ballots been raised were they lower four years ago 
when you got a 90 threshold well one of the things talking to ed foley he who is a professor at ohio state 
university law school said that one of the ways that you could look for challenges on these um on these 
provisional ballots is for example when somebody registered if they did not put down their driver's license or 
their social security number and yet on the provisional ballot that information is there because the two don't 
add up or because the two don't match that could be a source of a challenge so those are some of the 
questions you're likely to see raised in the next 10 days when it comes to provisional balance all right thank 
you very much uh nbc's ann thompson we're not able to 
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uh nbc's ann thompson we're not able to move the needle here at all and we probably won't until the morning 
from the kerry campaign point of view we'll have to see what the president decides about his declaration or 
acceptance of victory tonight at this moment we still have him one electoral vote short of victory and we 
cannot make a call in nevada and in new hampshire where the bush people are very confident that they're 
going to win we're simply not prepared to make that judgment at this point more from democracy positive 
decision 2004 after this iowa still in play 49 going to john kerry and 50 to george bush 99 of those precincts 
reporting in at this hour joining us from boston democratic strategist ellen ratner and in washington 
syndicated columnist michelle malkin she leans to the right both are fox news contributors of course uh let's 
start with you alan sum up tonight for me from your perspective well you know it all started with the exit polls 
that had the democrats very excited and then as tonight went on they got less and less excited andi as a 
democratic opinion journalist got less excited as well i am not a happy camper but it's not a hundred percent 
over though i have to say it's not looking great yeah michelle how do you bridge that gap i mean this looks 
like it's a lot of people feel this was kind of an ugly campaign especially in those swing states where they 
were bombarded with these ads how do you make things better in washington so that it works well actually i 
think america has a lot to be proud of um as they wake up this morning and there were a lot of antics um on 
both sides although um having 
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um on both sides although um having followed it i think that there were a lot more stories of of uh unhinged 
uh politicking by the left um but for the most part we saw things run smoothly um from one coast to the other 
and um and i think that's um i think that's a an incredible validation that this republica has held together quite 
well and um as ellen mentioned though the democrats are quite glum and if the if the ohio uh prediction stays 


true and and bush uh holds that then um yeah uh bush has won this election and and one very convincingly i 
mean if you look at the the spread in florida it wasn't even close missouri by eight points florida by five points 
um and you know i think maybe these these uh claims of of this country being so um helplessly divided have 
been uh overhyped ellen well not actually it's interesting we're doing a special called red state blue state how 
would you see uh heal america and i and i don't i first of all i think florida will wind up being closer when you 
have the absentees and everything i don't think it's going to be five percent uh but the fact is one or two 
percent is still very divided and i actually worry about our country i'm very glad that people got out and vote in 
the numbers that they got out and voted i think that that's great but i am still worried that we have a divide in 
terms of how we see this country going and i am hoping that george bush uh becomes a uniter not a divider 
although uh he certainly didn't do so well in the last year or two on that by the way john kerry if i could just 
say real quickly john kerry could certainly help heal the divide himself by being a gracious loser rather than a 
sore loser we heard john edwards say that they will make sure that every vote is counted and really the 
question now is how far they will go uh to drag this thing out and to delegitimize uh bush's win michelle if you 
could hold on just a second we wanted this show we're not going to listen in but i want to show you at 
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listen in but i want to show you at least in south dakota um this is john thune who assumes that he has won 
the senatorial election there deposing if you will tom daschle as the senate minority leader i believe that's the 
first time in 52 years something like that has happened we are not calling that election just yet but we wanted 
you to be aware of it again john thune former rep now apparently a senator at least he believes he has one 
and is uh holding that uh meeting himself right now to that end michelle let me ask very quickly the president 
did not even win the popular vote four years ago but went in and as i understand it his team says we are 
going to act as if we had a mandate yet some people feel that alienated some on the other side of the aisle 
does the president contribute to the problems in going across the aisle himself um well i wouldn't say that i 
and i what i what i would say is that i think that the bush bush campaign is handling it exactly right now i 
mean we'll have to see um you know when they're going to come out and there's a bunch of folks waiting 
right out here here in dc outside the ronald reagan building um to see if there's going to be some kind of 
statement but but i think everybody's learned from from 2000 and and as i say i think that there's there's an 
onus on on the carry campaign uh to do what it can um what do you think that should be very quickly so we 
can give ellen a chance i think he should concede at ten o'clock okay ellen and well i think that look the 
president stopped meeting with congress about a year after 9 11 he was meeting with the joint leadership of 
congress he has not done what he can do to really heal the country and i am hoping that now that he doesn't 
have to run for another election that he takes us four years and begins the heel because we desperately 
need it ellen there is a theory that the democrats are working on the next election already by not conceding 
and by giving the appearance that this again 
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again in their opinion would not be a legitimate election of president bush do you believe that's what's going 
on uh no i honestly think that look we saw how close it was in the year 2000 why not wait until every close 
the country that would be so repulsive as to vote for george bush and there's a shrillness therefore that 
seeps into the democratic party that i think puts off far more people than it attracts very interesting which 
takes me in in no particular order again back to linda douglas which is something i failed to ask a little while 
ago linda with with senator daschle defeated who becomes the new democratic leader in the senate well the 
likely candidate right now is someone that i would imagine that most of the people in our audience have 
never heard of the democratic senator harry reid from nevada a very soft-spoken man very mild-mannered 
almost professorial looking man uh with uh some would even say sort of a heart of steel he's a really tough 
political in-fighter not a particularly uh charismatic public figure and remember the minority leader of the 
senate becomes for the time being the face of the democratic party so there's a lot of talk already among 
democrats even at this wee hour of the morning about whether they now need to search around and try to 
find somebody else hillary clinton's name gets tossed around that won't happen i guarantee you but 
somebody else who can be more of a persona for the democratic party to be their voice while they uh work 


up to the next presidential campaign does rather sound like a mess for the democrats doesn't it it does okay 
linda douglas thank you by the way just for the record because there was some confusion we've only got one 
call briefly wrong this evening and it was in the house of representatives and we quickly corrected it but just 
for the record in the connecticut in in the fourth district of connecticut the winner so that is why they've been 
taking their time but of course they are waiting until 
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but of course they are waiting until those states are firmly in their column before perhaps coming out here at 
this early hour genie thank you very much for joining us this morning genium joining us from our sister station 
msnbc now if you thought the bush was going to win all the republicans were going to win traditionally that 
would support the likes of health care drug stocks tobacco so let's find out if that is the forget all this loose 
talk about young people between 18 and 29 voting they just aren't going to do it because they never have pat 
folks are great how many of the pitchfork brigade were they're under 29. all of them up there under 29 they 
all came to new hampshire there was a but they're talking about a national movement in the millions it's the 
great myth of the youth revolution of 2004 it did not materialize all the rock the vote and bruce springsteen 
and all of that i'm sure it did a little something they went to the rally yeah they went to the rally they went to 
the they went to the concert they went to the concert and then they and maybe they registered but uh they 
really did not come out they did not affect it it did not it did not happen look at that number look at that that's a 
hard number that's based on the exit polling across the country by all the networks and look at that 18 to 29 
uh age group 2004-17 the spit is so incredible that all this hype should yield a flat line it's the 60 plus people 
who increased chris you're the one maybe they like the music they're not very they probably like springsteen 
better than the kids though they remember them that's devastating for the kerry campaign really was 
counting on a boost there and they thought it would overcome their decision to basically forego the rural vote 
and i think the rural vote is a big story out of this election because if you look at it john edwards did details 
that was the problem they thought john edwards could handle that and going out and shooting some geese 
or something like that but this is the problem with the democratic party they are not connecting to the rural 
culture when you ride off the south as this can be you're not just riding off the south you're riding off rural 
voters in wisconsin in new hampshire all over 
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in wisconsin in new hampshire all over the country and i i think that's something a lot of these democrats 
from boston don't understand do you think the thing is that the 65 and plus voters cut for bush not for kerry 
these are supposed to be the people concerned about social security the third rail of democratic politics and 
none of those populist arguments none of the social security arguments reach them culture it's not so much 
red state blue state is urban rural as a man we don't have to exit polls to see that i mean and the states that 
are left that's why kerry is is not putting those states away because he hadn't he did not even have a 
message here again there is a clear pattern jimmy carter was a peanut farmer he actually did when jerry 
rapture my friend went out to make movies of him for the ad campaign he didn't pretend to be a peanut 
farmer he was one he really did wear overalls he really did work in the field and we went out to shoot him 
and bill clinton whatever we may think but really did grow up in arkansas you know he didn't grow up in yale 
but chris when these fellows grow up in states like that so whatever they believe they're attuned to the 
culture of the state and they deal with it now john kerry in massachusetts he can take all of these positions 
which are dukakis progressives i'm a card-carrying member of the aclu that's fine in massachusetts but when 
you go nationally it's a jolt but but clinton has been immersed in that culture and so is carter and so is lbj so 
that they come out of it and they can deal with it yeah and the democrats have an advantage on economic 
arguments to those rural voters but they can't get to those arguments if they don't connect to the culture it's 
hard to breathe it's hard to sell the case that you're for someone if you're not of them yeah but i mean west 
virginia voted they love democrats they love fdr's their hero down there but they like to fish and hunt in their 
traditional values go to their little churches and things you know that was my clue tonight when i saw west 
virginia called so quickly i thought it was going to be exactly the other issue is 
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exactly the other issue is this altar and faith and moral values and bill clinton remarkably because he grew up 
in those churches carrying the bible in and out he's been able to speak to those girls there are a particular 
kind of faith and a particular kind of moral values and we could you know get into the sort of submarine 
before everybody in the republican party gets overly pious honest you look at the look at the candidate who's 
doing the best rudy giuliani he's from new york he's from uh queens i guess uh he's a guy who doesn''t 
accept any of the value systems of the republican party and yet he is the most served up surrogate of the 
last couple weeks for the president how will he sell here's what he'll do i mean he's got a wonderful story that 
he gave at his convention it's about 9 11. and it's just about the firemen that will sell but you can't go and 
deliver that every day in new hampshire and the little old ladies are going to say where do you stand on life 
right you've been through that oh i mean they'll do it night and day and night and day and on new hampshire 
it is guns i mean i remember i went up there with with george running against george bush chris a guy came 
up to me had a beard you know in a department store i was buying some socks to go up to the north country 
he just said where do you stand on gun control and i just looked at him i said i'm against it i said good i'll vote 
for you right that was it i remember getting to one of your meetings up there in the far western new 
hampshire one time with all these long neck beard bottles everyone's cigarettes listen i think i know where 
these people are politically i'm just guessing no accident new hampshire is still not decided yeah yeah well 
we have an election that uh the more things change the less they change the more they're the same and uh 
here it is 2004 we're shooting into the 21st century on course and women are now voting more like men 
we're still not turning on the lights you're not turning out the lights but you are in charge of the medical 
program the meds and ed's and youth still don't vote till they get married and that's the way it is and maybe 
the way it will be you and i came into politics about the same time i came 
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into politics about the same time i came in with richard nixon we had 142 seats in the house 38 in the center 
after the goldwater debacle republican party tonight which is going up to 230 plus in the house 54 senate 
seats the presidents i mean the the it's all i mean the takeover from the new deal generation is complete 
we're learning a lot here i'll tell you i love this bloodletting and we're coming right back we're coming right 
back on msnbc still covering the remains of the day for msnbc from rockefeller center [Music] sniping going 
on between the two campaigns at this hour it's not reached any kind of critical mass to carry people have 
said look we'd rather get a complete count on all this the bush team would like very much for the president to 
go to the reagan building in washington d.c and accept victory the networks including this one are not ina 
position to certify victory we'll tell you what we think is our best judgment and our best judgment at the 
moment is that the president is at 269 votes he's short of what he needs there are still seven outstanding 
states we've been looking at nevada and new mexico the upper midwest and new hampshire as well let's go 
to david gregory now at the white house how's the mood there david tated quite frankly at the kerry 
campaign more than one campaign official senior white house officials said that he's being unrealistic they 
consider this as a refusal to concede that's not based on anything that they're looking at in the vote totals in 
ohio and they're quite eager for this network and others to call nevada and new mexico in their favor karl 
rove at his station other campaign officials at their station at headquarters the president still monitoring all of 
this in the white house residents everybody looking at the race in these two states that are outstanding in 
their judgment uh that are most likely to go from then for them the soonest and that is new 
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for them the soonest and that is new mexico and nevada you have a strange scene here tom where the 
travel pool that small group of reporters is ready to mount up into a motorcade that's ready to go the short 
drive over to the reagan building and and address these supporters this president we are told is prepared to 
declare victory whether john kerry concedes or not once they get the actual total getting them up over 270. 
all right thanks very much nbc david gregory our judgment here at nbc news is that we are not the arbiters of 
all this we'll tell you what our best judgment is about who has won which states but there will be no 


declaration from us tonight as long as the kerry campaign is contesting ohio and about who has wanted as to 
who's the next president of the united states we're going to do the best that we can based on the information 
that we can rely on and then we'll be back with more from democracy provisional ballots would not approach 
that figure although i would expect that they will go maybe 100 125 000 in the state that would mean that 
senator kerry would have to get 100 percent of the provisional ballots plus any ballots that might be coming 
in from overseas or anything like that in order to win an election in ohio that's just not going to happen and 
that's also presuming that all the provisional ballots are good that's why that that's the other thing that would 
preserve uh presume that they're all good and we know for instance that based upon the illinois uh where 
they've already used the hub of balance that you count anywhere from seven to twenty percent even if you 
count maybe 25 percent of these it might be high but don't keep in mind also that ohio has provisional ballots 
for change of address and everything although most of king kong now that we need them anyway there's 
there's rocket power center right now of course in midtown manhattan it's a beautiful beautiful architecture 
and of course 
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beautiful architecture and of course there's the skating rink down there where you can see 270 electoral 
votes are needed to secure the presidency as you see in green there ohio that is the contested state right 
now uh ohio is too close to call via cnn and it seems that um there are still many provisional and absentee 
ballots that need to be counted which is why ohio is still in the green too close to call and we're getting word 
that it may be 11 days before all of those provisional and absentee ballots are counted we will continue to 
keep you updated meanwhile the kerry campaign says it will have nothing more to say before 10 a.m eastern 
time today clearly senator kerry has not given up on this election his running mate john edwards told 
supporters in boston he and kerry will fight for every vote and he told the crowd quote we've waited four 
years for this victory we can wait one more night keep it here for all your election coverage this is cnn 
headline news we want to toss it back now to rudy and mike development in this bush administration he 
resigned to go back to florida to run for the republican nomination got that and now he's got 50 50 of the vote 
to 48 for betty castro with 99 percent of the precincts reporting and mel martinez would be the first cuban- 
american to serve in the senate if he now the senior senator from this state pete domenici he's a republican 
he called it about 45 minutes ago for president bush the problem is nobody else followed suit and there's a 
reason for that because the numbers here just haven't quite jived all night long i mean we had president 
bush just about 45 minutes ago leading 52 percent to 47 with 98 percent of the precincts counted well now 
with 99 the secretary of state has kind of updated those numbers and now we've got a dog fight again saying 
that president bush is only leading by 3 000 votes 50 to 49 now the big question here is 
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50 to 49 now the big question here is how many votes are still outstanding and part of the problem is 
nobody's quite sure i mean we had 400 000 nearly half of all the registered voters who voted actually voted 
prior to election day that's with absentee ballots it's also with these early voting ballots and no one has quite 
gotten a beat on how many ballots are out there we've talked to different counties we've talked to the 
secretary of state we think there are some 20 000 ballots that have yet to be counted so about an hour ago if 
you did the math there was no way that john kerry could make up the difference well now with the new 
numbers and you do the math there is right now a toss-up john kerry could clearly come back that's why 
nobody is calling this right now we can tell you that president bush did very well here with hispanic voters 
john kerry traditionally and democrats traditionally carry two-thirds or more of hispanic voters during this 
election president bush carried 44 percent it is a number nobody thought he would achieve and that might be 
the number to put him over the top but if in the windsurf going on in the wealthy wife and he's just the dude 
but you know but jack kennedy jack kennedy dispelled that i mean jack kennedy was a he was a pt boat 
commander he was a he was a rich guy but he went out there and went to war he was a cold warrior he got 
to nixon's right on on on cuba and he could do it because he was not a liberal the problem is frankly it is if 
they're perceived as social liberals and part of the cultural social moral revolution of the 60s if they moved in 
that vein rather than traditional america which is separating they got a real tough time speaking to it it gets 


tougher every year is this lesson going to be you know they say the definition of an addiction is to do the 
same thing over and over again expecting a different result of dukakis mondale i mean here we go again it 
just seems like that every time they 
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it just seems like that every time they run a mod a liberal from the north that person is beaten and this goes 
back to adelaide stevenson it's it's fairly consistent john kerry can go into the middle of the country and go 
into these rural areas that we've been talking about and he can speak to these people's economic interests 
he can actually be talking about things that are in their interest but it comes off as patronizing and they will 
they will reject him because they feel they're being patronized but the this kerry campaign made a decision to 
just abandon the south and they even left people on the sidelines like you've met mud cat saunders and 
steve jarding who could have been campaigning they left those guys on the sidelines these were these are 
experts democratic party experts in rural vote and they left them on decision to focus on iraq and that was 
mark warner's campaign manager that's the reason there's a democratic governor of virginia absolutely 
somebody who won the rural vote and the first democrat in 50 years to win the vote left to be counted this 
was a state that because was considered to be too close to call before the voting began and now with 99 
percent of the vote counted still too close to call it is separated by about 12 000 votes it's expected that this 
state will end up in the carry side of things but as we know no one is willing to make that call just yet it is just 
still too close to call and in the middle of the night as it is here no one is going to probably make that call now 
till sometime tomorrow and keep in mind the state had a number of interesting factors going for it it did have 
early voting it started about the 15th of october and ended as of monday and a lot of people took advantage 
of that although the state did not release the figures didn't say how many people actually voted and then also 
you have same-day registration and it appears that a lot of people took advantage and what that basically 
means is if you were not registered you could show up at your polling place today long as you had a valid id 
and you had say utility bill that showed you've been living in the state for at least 10 days you could register 
to vote and that's 
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you could register to vote and that's why in some precincts they say in the milwaukee area they had a 
turnout of 115 percent and the way they come up with that figure is they had 100 of the people that have 
been registered and then they had a walk-in crowd of about 15 new residents that showed up and with the 
proper identification were allowed to vote tom all right thank you very much nbc's martin savage who is in 
wisconsin can we take a look at any of the close senate races that are still outstanding can we get those up 
as we bring in okay brian williams joins uh tim and me right now one of the things that we saw earlier today 
were the exit polls that seemed to indicate that it was going to go toward john kerry but it gives you one more 
indication of what's going on in this deeply divided country we now only have red states and blue states we 
have women who are married and women who are single we have people who live in northern catholic 
climbs and people who live in southern protestant climes brian we really do have a fractured political 
landscape and once again one of the axioms of politics was proved tonight then that is that watch predictions 
that the young voters are going to come out they did not in any greater numbers than 2000. we learned again 
that while people don't like to be typecast as a demographic like nascar dads or soccer moms there is a 
security mom for lack of a better name group out there and we we learned a lot of lessons we still are you 
mentioned those exit polls earlier in the day tom those were the exit polls done by major media that ended up 
on the web i'm going to interrupt you for just a moment brian because we're about to make a call in the state 
of minnesota for john kerry nbc news project that john kerry wins the state of minnesota it's 10 electoral 
votes that's part of the winning combination that he would like to put together if he can get ohio moved out of 
the bush column if you will to the bush cheney campaign 
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if you will to the bush cheney campaign that they they can claim a victory in ohio all they want which they've 
been effectively doing behind the scenes for some time now we wouldn't be surprised to see them come out 
any moment and publicly do it but the terry edwards campaign basically says listen we're going to bed we're 
going to fight you for every vote in in ohio and if it takes days well so be it because that's what you did you 
republicans did uh in florida the last time that's their story whether one agrees with it or not we just have to 
see how that plays out right now we're going to take a break we'll be right back 


END 


